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Lesson 178 
 
Egermeier’s Story: 
 
Page 528 – A Serious Problem  
 
Memory Verse: Galatians 3:11 “Now that no one is justified by the Law before 
God is evident; for, ‘The righteous man shall live by faith.’ ” NASB 
 
Scripture: Acts 15:1-34 
 
Teaching Resource: 
 Bible Study Guide for All Ages Lesson 263 
 
Object Lesson: What is a covenant? 
 
Make an arrangement with one of the students. Tell them that if they do a task 
for you that you will reward them. Explain to them that what you did was make 
an agreement with the student. That is what a covenant is. In other words, a 
covenant is a contract or a treaty. It depends on the context. It is an agreement 
where one person agrees to do something, usually if some other person fulfills a 
condition. The covenants that God made with Israel differed from the 
agreement described above. God made promises to Israel that were not 
dependent on anything that Israel did. God takes the initiative. He draws up the 
terms and defines the terms. God guarantees their keeping. Israel does nothing. 
God swears by His own Word. 
 
Doctrinal Emphasis: The New Covenant 
 
Key Theme: The Power of the Blood of Christ 
 
The New Covenant is found in Jeremiah 31:31-34. This everlasting covenant is 
made with nation Israel. God is the initiator, and He is the one to will it to 
happen. A regenerated heart and mind and forgiveness of sin are promised as 
part of the agreement.  
 
So how does this covenant with nation Israel affect us in the Church Age? The 
Church and Israel are separate. Nation Israel has yet to receive the benefit of 
the New Covenant. It is yet future in the Millennial Kingdom. How can this 
arrangement apply to us? The answer is in the blood of Christ.  
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Jesus’ death on the cross ushers in and ratifies the New Covenant (Matthew 
26:28; Mark 14:24; Luke 22:20; I Corinthians 11:25). It is His blood that is the 
covenant. The shedding of innocent blood allows for the forgiveness of sin. That 
is acceptable to God (Hebrews 9:14). According to the Law, all things are 
cleansed with blood; and without the shedding of blood, there is no forgiveness 
(Hebrews 9:16). Christ’s blood is the bleach that removes the stain of sin. As 
believers, we get the spiritual benefits of the agreement when we believe that 
Jesus died as payment for sin. As believers, we are sealed with the Holy Spirit. 
 
Ephesians 2:12-14 instructs us that we were separate from Christ and excluded 
from nation Israel. Translation, we were not a beneficiary of the New 
Covenant. The text teaches us that we were without hope. Thankfully, we were 
brought near by the blood of Christ. It is the blood of Christ that unifies the two 
groups (Jew and Gentile) into one group. 
 
Romans 11:17 indicates that Gentiles were grafted into the root of the olive 
tree. We (Gentiles) were grafted because other original branches (Israel) were 
broken off. Gentiles get the full benefit of the root. 
 
As we take communion, we hear the words, “This cup is the new covenant in 
My blood; do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.” These 
words are a reminder that we have the spiritual benefits of the New 
Covenant—teaching of the Holy Spirit and forgiveness of sin. Communion is 
in memory of the work of Christ. He died once and for all to bear the sins of 
many (Hebrews 9:28). We are to do this until He comes again. It is to be taken 
seriously (1 Corinthians 11:25-29). 
 


