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Lesson 172 
 
Egermeier’s Story: 
 
Page 521 – An Angel Lets Peter Out of Prison  
 
Memory Verse: Acts 4:12 “And there is salvation in no one else; for there is no 
other name under heaven that has been given among men by which we must be 
saved.” NASB  (Note: we have this verse set to music.) 
 
Scripture: Acts 12:1-23 
 
Teaching Resource: 
 Bible Study Guide for All Ages Lesson 260 
 
Object Lesson:  
 
Open the object lesson by asking the children how God answers prayer. A 
common answer is yes, no. and maybe. Given this is how parents often answer 
their children’s requests, it’s not surprising they come up with this answer; but 
the “maybe” is not an answer that can be supported biblically. In addition to 
God answering prayers with a yes and no, He often answers with a better 
answer. In other words, He answers our prayer, but the specifics of what He 
provides are different than what we request.  
 
You can make the petition more age-appropriate for your class, but here is an 
example of a “better answer.” Bill loved baseball, and his parents finally agreed 
he could play on a real team. Bill prayed he would do well at the try out and 
make the Astro’s. They won the city championship the last three years. Bill did 
his best at the try out’s, but most of the boys had been playing organized 
baseball for several years. Bill did not make the team, and this made him sad. A 
few days later, he was invited to play for the Buffalo’s. They had a coach who 
excelled at teaching players the basics. As the season progressed, Bill realized he 
was on the team that was best for him. If he had made the Astro’s, he would not 
have gotten the personal coaching and would have spent a lot of time on the 
bench. Bill realized that God guided him to a situation that was more 
appropriate for him. It’s comforting to know that God the Father provides for 
us what is best rather than what we think is best for us. God knows what is best 
for us and often provides the intent of our petition but in a way that is more 
appropriate for our real needs.  
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Doctrinal Emphasis: The Power of Prayer 
 
Key Theme: God’s Word provides us with a pattern for prayer, and the Holy Spirit 
intercedes for us when we don’t know how to pray as we should. 
 
There are two key dimensions of prayer that will be covered in this lesson. First, 
is the content of prayer. Second, is God’s response to prayer. 
 
Matthew 6:9-13 is one passage that may be used to understand the content or 
pattern for prayer. This prayer by Jesus was made in the context of the 
presentation and rejection of the kingdom to the Jews, i.e. pre-church age. Our 
prayers in the Church Age are addressed to the Father but based on our 
position of being “in Christ.” This prayer does, however, provide a pattern 
from which we can learn. Note in verse 9, Jesus does not say “pray these 
words,” rather “pray in this way.” Points 1-4 are the elements of Jesus’ prayer.  
The fifth point is another common element of prayer. 
 

1. The prayer opens with acknowledging the glory of God. The more we 
know about God’s character, the more effective we can be praising Him. 

2. Next, Jesus prays for God’s will to be done—specifically, that the 
kingdom will come. The more we know about God’s will, the more 
content we have to pray for His will to be done. 

3. Then, Jesus makes a petition. This is the heart of most prayer. Asking 
God to take care of our needs recognizes Him as the source of our 
sustenance and existence. Philippians 4:6 tells us to replace worry with 
requests to God.  

4. In verse 12, forgiveness is presented as a component of prayer. The 
ability of God to forgive takes on a richer meaning in the Church age as 
Christ’s death took care of our sin once and for all. Naming our sin in 
prayer brings us into agreement (communion) with God about sin. 

5. While not stated in this passage, another element of prayer is 
thankfulness. This is seen in many of the prayers of the psalmists. Paul 
teaches this in Philippians 4:6. This attitude in prayer flows from the 
believers understanding of all God our Father has done for us. If we 
thank someone for opening the door for us, surely we can thank God for 
all He has done, is doing, and will do for us. 

 
God responds to our prayer petitions in three ways. They are yes, no, and better 
answer. He may answer our prayers by giving us exactly what we ask. When this 
happens, our petition aligns with His will. Other times he may choose to not 
provide us with what we ask. This occurs when our petition is not in alignment 
with His will. Finally, and most common, God answers our request with a better 
answer. Here’s a personal example. Early in my marriage, one of our two cars 
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broke down, and we did not have the money to fix or replace the second car. 
We prayed for God to provide a car. Instead, the company where my wife 
worked provided a free bus pass. During the time my wife rode the city bus, she 
used that time for Bible study. Looking back, she sees this as a time where her 
spiritual growth exploded. Yes, God could have provided a car; but the bus pass 
resulted in a time for her to grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord Jesus 
Christ. This was a better answer to our prayer. There are many examples 
throughout Scripture of this, too. In II Corinthians 12:7-ff, Paul prayed for 
removal of this thorn in the flesh. God instead provided Paul with a better 
answer. God used this thorn in the flesh as a way for Paul to realize God’s grace 
was sufficient, and His power is perfected in our weakness.  
 
Our prayer is more effective the more we understand God’s will, which comes 
through Bible study. However, even when we don’t know exactly how to pray, 
we are told the Holy Spirit intercedes for us (Romans 8:26). So our approach is 
two-fold. First, study God’s word with the intent to better understand His will 
so we can pray in alignment with His will. But, we can also relax in prayer 
knowing that the Holy Spirit intercedes for us; and God, knowing what is best 
for us, always answers our prayers with the best answer. 


