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Lesson 171 
 
Egermeier’s Story: 
 
Page 517 – Peter and Cornelius  
 
Memory Verse: Acts 4:12 “And there is salvation in no one else; for there is no 
other name under heaven that has been given among men by which we must be 
saved.” NASB  (Note: we have this verse set to music.) 
 
Scripture: Acts 10:1-11:18 
 
Teaching Resource: 
 Bible Study Guide for All Ages Lesson 258 
 
Object Lesson:  
 
Find a picture of a One-Way street sign. Show this to the students and explain 
that if a person drives their car in any direction other than the direction the sign 
is pointing, they could get in trouble, they could cause an accident, someone 
might yell at them, “Wrong way buddy,” or other bad or embarrassing things 
could happen. In the case of salvation, eternal life, there is only one way—
believing that Jesus Christ died for our sins. Any other way won’t work. 
 
Doctrinal Emphasis: Salvation 
 
Key Theme: The Gospel, as to its basic nature, is a fixed, inflexible message.  This 
is emphatically taught here in Galatians 1:8-9. (The Gift of Salvation p.12, 
Chester McCalley, Word of Truth) 
 
Galatians 1:8-9 “But even if we, or an angel from heaven, should preach to you a 
gospel contrary to what we have preached to you, he is to be accursed! As we 
have said before, so I say again now, if any man is preaching to you a gospel 
contrary to what you received, he is to be accursed!” 
 
PAUL’S GOSPEL 
 

“Now I make known to you, brethren, the gospel which I preached to you, 
which also you received, in which also you stand, by which also you are 
saved, if you hold fast the word which I preached to you, unless you believed 
in vain. For I delivered to you as of first importance what I also received, 
that Christ died for our sins according to the Scriptures, and that He was 
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buried, and that He was raised on the third day according to the Scriptures, 
and that He appeared to Cephas, then to the twelve (I Corinthians 15:1-5).” 

 
I Corinthians 15:1-5 is the central passage for defining the gospel in that Paul 
specifically tells us that this is his intent in the writing of these words. The 
Pauline statement of the gospel involves three central truths. 
 
The Gospel Centers in a Specific Person 
We are told that Christ died. The gospel is provided by none other than God 
Himself in the person of His Son, Jesus Christ. This should indicate to us 
immediately that the provision of salvation is going to be perfect and totally 
adequate to accomplish all that God intended. To think otherwise would be to 
assert that deity is capable of failure; and Jesus Christ, who is God the Son, is 
capable of doing a second-rate job. A consideration of the specific person who 
undertook to provide salvation is assurance in itself that His accomplishment 
will be flawless and totally adequate to save us. The salvation provided by Jesus 
Christ is adequate to save simply because God is incapable of failure. 
 
Since man is by nature possessed of a disposition that insists that he can work 
out his own salvation, it should be noted that God undertook to provide 
salvation totally on His own and without any human assistance or advice. As a 
matter of fact, salvation was provided even before we were around to have need 
of it! The specific person of salvation is Jesus Christ alone, showing that the 
provision of salvation is such an enormous task that only deity can bring it 
about. Where this is not plainly taught, we have no gospel. 
 
The Gospel Involves a Specific Work 
Referring again to I Corinthians 15:3, we are told that Christ died. Within the 
context of these verses, there are four verbs explaining the work of Christ. We 
are told He died, was buried, was raised, and appeared. These four verbs are 
couplets relating to one another in this way: The first states a fact, and the 
second shows what confirms the fact. Christ died, and we know that death 
actually occurred because he was buried. The burial of Christ underscores the 
genuine reality of His death. We are also told that He was raised, and the reality 
of that resurrection is confirmed by the fact that He appeared (or literally, was 
seen). 
 
Of the four verbs, only one of them is interpreted as to its significance. Only the 
verb died is modified by the prepositional phrase for our sins. It is the statement 
of this passage, as well as that of many others, that Christ’s death is the only 
grounds upon which God is able to communicate salvation and all subsequent 
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blessing to man. No gospel has been preached if we do not underscore the 
specific work of Christ, namely, “Christ died.” 
 
The Gospel States a Specific Accomplishment 
We are told that Christ died for our sins. The word for is a translation of the 
Greek word huper, which means on behalf of. Christ in His death became our 
substitute—He suffered the penalty of our sins. 
 
Once again, it is important to remind ourselves that deity is incapable of 
imperfection or insufficiency. Christ dealt with sin completely, and His work 
was adequate, and nothing need be added to it. As a matter of fact, the thought 
that we can do something to deal with the sin problem is really an assault on 
Christ’s work and an insult to His ability to do adequately what He set out to 
do. 
Though it was essential for Christ to become incarnate, taking a human body, 
and it was necessary for Him to live a life of sinlessness, atonement for sin does 
not lie in the birth or the life of Christ; it lies in His cross death. 
 
It is very important to understand then, that the gospel is not the offer of an 
experience; rather it is the announcement of fact. When one considers the 
enormous undertaking required to save man and provide the basis for his 
eternal blessing, no wonder it is called euangelion—good news! 
 
Another basic factor of the gospel is also found in Paul’s statement of I 
Corinthians 15. It is the fact of the resurrection. If Christ died for our sins 
thereby settling the sin problem, what bearing did the resurrection have? The 
significance of the resurrection is that it brings proof that His death satisfied 
God the Father. It is the “canceled check,” proving that the sin debt is paid. If 
Christ did not rise from the dead, we could never know that His payment for 
sin had been successfully made. Christ died for sin, and we know His work was 
successful because He who died is forever alive. 
 
In summary, the gospel involves a specific person—Jesus Christ; a specific 
work—He died; a specific accomplishment—a perfect payment for sin—all of 
this, coupled with a receipt saying “ paid in full” in His resurrection. Omit any 
of the above and we have no gospel, and, therefore, no salvation. This is the 
message that we must have clearly in mind and tenaciously uphold in its purity. 
 
Chester McCalley, The Gift of Salvation, pages 14-17 


