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Lesson 168 
 
Egermeier’s Story: 
 
Page 509 – Saul on the Road to Damascus  
 
Memory Verse: Romans 6:23b “…the free gift of God is eternal life in Christ 
Jesus our Lord.” NASB 
 
Scripture: Acts 9:1-8 
 
Teaching Resource: 
 New Testament Overview Section 7 Saul 
 Bible Study Guide for All Ages Lesson 256 
 
Object Lesson:  
 
Think about sports rivalries. MU and KU is a good example in this area. When 
a fan of one school sees a fan of the other school, they will often taunt them or 
insult them—sometimes even getting into a fight. This usually happens between 
complete strangers. Why do they do this? Do they know something about this 
other person that tells them that they are a bad person? No. This person gets 
insulted solely because of his loyalty to his team. In some ways, the same thing 
happened to the church. Many people hated Christians because they hated 
Jesus. Obviously, there was more to it, as they knew what Jesus taught. 
 
Doctrinal Emphasis: Persecuting the Church 
 
Key Theme: The church has been the victim of persecution since the days of Christ 
on earth. 
 
The early church history as told in the early chapters of the book of Acts tells of 
spreading persecution against the early church. Much of this came from the 
Jewish authorities, as the Christians taught doctrine that was in opposition to 
the Jewish law. As we see, Saul was among the most aggressive at persecuting 
the church until his conversion on the road to Damascus. 
 
Later, the church suffered persecution at the hands of the Roman empire. 
Often, this was because of their refusal to participate in pagan religion and their 
refusal to acknowledge Caesar as lord. This persecution has continued at 
various times throughout the history of the church. 
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Jesus had told His followers that this would be the case. John 15:18, is a prime 
example—“If the world hates you, you know that it has hated me before [it 
hated] you.” He told them that the world would hate them because of their 
association with Jesus. 
 
What mental attitude are we to have when we encounter suffering for our 
association with Christ  In describing citizens of the kingdom in Luke 6:22, 
Jesus says, “Blessed are you when men hate you, and ostracize you, and insult 
you, and scorn your name as evil, for the sake of the Son of Man.” In I Peter 
2:20-21,we are told that we find favor with God when we suffer for doing what 
is right and patiently endure it. The passage goes on to tell how Christ is our 
example, having endured the suffering of the cross when He had done nothing 
to deserve it. 
 


