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Lesson 167 
 
Egermeier’s Story: 
 
Page 506 – Simon Tries to Buy the Holy Spirit 
Page 507 – Philip and the Ethiopian  
 
Memory Verse: Romans 6:23b “…the free gift of God is eternal life in Christ 
Jesus our Lord.” NASB 
 
Scripture: Acts 8:4-25; Acts 8:26-40 
 
Teaching Resource: 
 Bible Study Guide for All Ages Lesson 119 
 
Object Lesson:  
 
Take a small, nicely decorated gift box to class. Tell the students you are going 
to give this gift to your friend who has a birthday soon. Point out to them that 
you have purchased this gift, and it is yours to give away to your friend on the 
occasion of the friend’s birthday. They may ask what it is—be prepared to have 
an answer, pointing out that it is something that you know your friend will like. 
Now, point out that God has a free gift to give away. God always gives His gift 
on the occasion of someone believing that Jesus died for their sins—God gives 
this person the gift of eternal life. And God’s gift is something that all of us will 
like—that gift is eternal life in Heaven. 
 
Doctrinal Emphasis: Eternal life is a free gift. 
 
Key Theme: Eternal life cannot be earned. It is given on the occasion of one 
believing that Jesus Christ died for their sins. 
 
By definition, a gift is free to the recipient. The recipient of a gift cannot 
purchase it because someone has already paid for it. Neither can a gift be 
earned; otherwise, it is not a gift.  
 

Ephesians 2:8 “For by grace you have been saved through faith; and that not 
of yourselves, [it is] the gift of God.” 

 
And of course, faith must have an object. If the object of a person’s faith is Jesus 
Christ, then God’s gift of eternal life is given to that person. The gospel is clearly 
stated in the first letter to the Corinthians: 
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I Corinthians 15:1-4 “Now I make known to you, brethren, the gospel 
which I preached to you, which also you received, in which also you stand, 
by which also you are saved, if you hold fast the word which I preached to 
you, unless you believed in vain. For I delivered to you as of first importance 
what I also received, that Christ died for our sins according to the 
Scriptures, and that He was buried, and that He was raised on the third day 
according to the Scriptures….” 

 
What specifically did Jesus Christ do to provide for our salvation? The answer 
to this question is contained in this passage. “Christ died for our sins.  This 
statement contains a historical fact and an explanation of its meaning.  
 
The whole gospel message is a proclamation of the meaning of Christ’s death. 
“For our sins” is the phrase that interprets Christ’s death on the cross and 
explains His death. The preposition “for” translates the Greek word that 
indicates substitution. In His death, Jesus was our substitute. The guilt of sin 
that rightly belongs to all sinners was taken by Him; the penalty that is justly 
ours became His. This is truly good news. 
 
The gift of eternal life, salvation, was a costly gift. The gift was purchased at the 
cost of God’s Son, Jesus Christ, who paid the ultimate price to offer a free 
salvation to all who believe the gospel message. 
 
Five words say it all. “Christ died for our sins.” Salvation is through a specific 
person, “Christ”; by a specific work, He “died”; and brings a specific 
accomplishment, “for our sins.” 
 
Jesus is the only person in whom we must place our faith for salvation. 
 

Acts 4:12 “And there is salvation in no one else; for there is no other name 
under heaven that has been given among men by which we must be saved.” 

 
Jesus said of Himself: 
 

John 14:6 “Jesus said to him, ‘I am the way, and the truth, and the life; no 
one comes to the Father but through Me.’ ” 

 
There may be some questions that will arise from today’s stories. In the story 
about Simon, it is stated that he believed the gospel, Jesus had died for his sins. 
But Simon didn’t understand the nature of the Holy Spirit. Acts 8:25 explains 
the reason for Peter and John staying after they had prayed for the Holy Spirit 
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to come upon the new believers in Samaria. These new believers needed to be 
taught “the word of the Lord.” 
 
In the story about the Ethiopian, Philip explains Jesus to the Ethiopian. The 
Ethiopian then asks to be baptized. Verse 37 is Philip’s answer to this question. 
But it should be noted that most of the Greek manuscripts do not contain this 
verse, therefore we shouldn’t put any emphasis on “believing with all your 
heart.” 
 
If questions arise about baptism, ask the class to hold onto those questions until 
Lesson 176. That will be the doctrinal emphasis for that upcoming lesson. 
 
 
Portions of this lesson are based on “The Indescribable Gift” by Chester 
McCalley. 


