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Lesson 166 
 
Egermeier’s Story: 
 
Page 501 – Seven Are Chosen 
Page 502 – Stephen is Stoned 
 
Memory Verse: Acts 5:29b “…‘We must obey God rather than men.’ ” NASB 
 
Scripture: Acts 6:1-6; 6:7-8:3 
 
Teaching Resource: 
 New Testament Overview Section 6 The Persecution 
 Bible Study Guide for All Ages Lessons 117-118  
 
Doctrinal Emphasis: Persecution Spreads the Gospel 
 
Key Theme: Christian hope in time of trial. Suffering produces joy, holiness, good 
conduct, obedience to the will of God, service and hope, humility and patience. 
 
Chapter 6 of Acts gives the choosing of deacons and the narration of Stephen: 
framed, arrested, and tried.  
 
The Hellenists were Jews with a background of Greek culture, while the 
Hebrews were those who still adhered to the Mosaic law. The elevated 
condition to which the church was brought was muddled by the onset of 
satanic division and confusion. The sharing of possessions gave way to 
selfishness. The Hellenists felt shunned and demanded their widows be given 
equal consideration with the Hebrews. 
 
The Apostles did not feel that they should have the responsibility of this detail, 
as it would divert their attention from the Word of God and its ministry. 
Certain qualified men were chosen to assume the burden of handling the 
material matters. Notice their qualifications: good reputation, full of the Holy 
Spirit, full of wisdom. 
 
Of the list of seven men, we have only the record of two—Stephen and Philip. 
Laying on the hands merely appoints these men for the office, expressing their 
fellowship in the things of Christ and representation for the collective body of 
believers.  
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Stephen, a strong witness to the gospel, aroused the hatred of certain sects. 
False witnesses were brought before the council to charge Stephen. His defense 
before the council is a discourse of the history of nation Israel and their 
resistance and rebellion to God. He accused the council of being betrayers and 
murderers of Jesus, generating their hatred. Stephen was stoned to death—the 
first Christian to die for his beliefs. Stephen saw the glory of God and the 
seated Savior standing to receive him as the first martyr.  
 
Another young man standing there was Saul of Tarsus, who led in the stoning 
of Stephen. Saul (who became Paul) would later meet Jesus on the road to 
Damascus. Stephen and Saul were on opposite sides of the cross at first—
enemies. Saul continued his persecution of the Church; the witnesses scattered, 
allowing for the widespread outreach of the gospel message. 
 
Stephen, being one of the seven chosen for service, obviously met the 
qualifications outlined above. But he was even more: 
 

Acts 6:8 “And Stephen, full of grace and power, was performing great 
wonders and signs among the people.” 

 
So when this man was stoned to death, the new Christians were no doubt 
wondering how this could be. If we look ahead, we see that this was the 
beginning of something very serious. 
 

Acts 11:19 “So then those who were scattered because of the persecution 
that occurred in connection with Stephen made their way to Phoenicia and 
Cyprus and Antioch….” 
 

The word translated “persecution” is not normally translated thus. In fact, the 
NASB has a marginal note that an alternative translation is “tribulation”; and 
indeed, the word is normally translated either “tribulation” or “affliction.” The 
Greek word is thlipsis (qliyiß). 
 
In talking with the apostles, the new Christians knew that Jesus had told about 
this. In His parable of the sower, Jesus said that there would be “affliction” 
(thlipsis) because of the Word: 
 

Matthew 13:21 “…yet he has no [firm] root in himself, but is [only] 
temporary, and when affliction or persecution arises because of the word, 
immediately he falls away.” 
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Jesus uses the word thlipsis to describe the situation that would occur after His 
death: 
 

John 16:33 “These things I have spoken to you, so that in Me you may have 
peace. In the world you have tribulation, but take courage; I have overcome 
the world.” 

 
As we will see in the coming chapters of Acts, God’s sovereignty as 
described in Romans becomes evident: 
 

Romans 8:28 “And we know that God causes all things to work together for 
good to those who love God, to those who are called according to [His] 
purpose.” 

 
The tribulation, the affliction, that the new Christians experienced from the 
Jewish leaders caused the gospel to spread as the Christians fled Jerusalem. It 
would have been difficult on a personal level to view this affliction as “good” 
when you are being run out of town. Fleeing your home and familiar 
surroundings because of your belief that Jesus was the Messiah would not have 
seemed good; rather it would be viewed as tribulation. But the resultant 
spreading of the gospel was certainly good for those who heard of the salvation 
provided by the Savior. 
 
There is a Biblical doctrine concerning affliction to be applied on a personal 
level. Remember, though, that this personal affliction is such as results “because 
of the word.”  If you have personal affliction because of your own stupidity, this 
doctrine probably doesn’t apply. For example, if I have run up a huge debt load 
and my creditors are afflicting me, this would not be “because of the word.” 
 
As we have seen in the teaching of Jesus, there is “affliction because of the 
word” in this world. And when affliction comes because of the word, we should 
faithfully look to God’s sovereignty and not allow ourselves to be like the seeds 
described in the parable of the sower, “falling away.” 
 
The word advises us how to relate to thlipsis, tribulation. We can expect 
tribulation to result in perseverance. 
 

Romans 5:3 “And not only this, but we also exult in our tribulations, 
knowing that tribulation brings about perseverance;” 
 



Beth Haven Church Sunday School Series 

 Beth Haven Church 2006 

Tribulation is powerless to separate us from the love of Christ 
 

Romans 8:35 “Who will separate us from the love of Christ? Will 
tribulation, or distress, or persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or peril, or 
sword?” 

 
We must expect God to comfort us in tribulation. 
 

II Corinthians 1:3-5 “Blessed[be] the God and Father of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, the Father of mercies and God of all comfort, who comforts us in all 
our affliction so that we will be able to comfort those who are in any 
affliction with the comfort with which we ourselves are comforted by God. 
For just as the sufferings of Christ are ours in abundance, so also our 
comfort is abundant through Christ.” 
 
II Corinthians 7:4b “… I am filled with comfort; I am overflowing with joy 
in all our affliction.” 

 
How can we actually have comfort and joy when affliction/tribulation comes?  
The answer is by applying knowledge of God’s word. 
 

I Thessalonians 3:2-3 “…we sent Timothy, our brother and God’s fellow 
worker in the gospel of Christ, to strengthen and encourage you as to your 
faith, so that no one would be disturbed by these afflictions; for you 
yourselves know that we have been destined for this.” 

 
 
Additional teaching resource: Thru the Bible with J. Vernon McGee 


