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Lesson 157 
 
Egermeier’s Story: 
 
Page 475 – Two Disciples Fail Their Lord  
 
Memory Verse: John 19:11a “…‘You would have no authority over Me, unless 
it had been given you from above….” NASB 
 
Scripture: Matthew 26:14-16, 36-75; Mark 14:10-11, 32-72; Luke 22:1-6,  
39-71; John 18:1-27 
 
Teaching Resource: 
 New Testament Overview Section 5 The Garden of Gethsemane & The  
 Trials of Jesus 
 Bible Study Guide for All Ages Lessons 98:103-104 
 
Doctrinal Emphasis: The Flesh Is Weak 
 
Key Theme: Relating Peter’s Sin to Our Sin 
 
Jesus’ “I am” statements during His arrest in John 18:5, 6, 8, shed light into 
multiple facets of who He is. First, it is His identity. The Romans, officers from 
the chief priest, and Pharisees were seeking Jesus, the Nazarene. Jesus answered 
them twice, “I am.” 
  
Second, His omnipotence is on display. With those two words, the arresting 
crowd drew back and fell to the ground. This is a small example of what His 
speech is capable of. His speech also raised the dead (Lazarus), and He spoke 
the creation into existence (Genesis, Colossians 1:16).  
 
Jesus’ sovereignty is demonstrated during the arrest. Scripture was fulfilled in 
that His apostles were protected, and not one of them was lost. Jesus was in 
control to the point that He allowed Himself to be arrested. Jesus had the power 
to resist and avoid arrest. In this setting, He caused the pursuing crowd to fall to 
the ground by the words of His mouth. Jesus informs the crowd He could call 
on God the Father for twelve plus legions of angels for His protection (Matthew 
26:53). Escaping arrest would not have been a problem. Jesus overcame Peter’s 
disobedience and subsequent knife attack to the right ear of Malchus. Peter’s 
violence was halted by Christ’s words (Luke 22:51, and the mob’s potential 
response was stopped with the healing of Malchus’s ear. Jesus states that these 
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circumstances are His cup to drink (John 18:11). There is little doubt He is in 
control of the events.  
 
Lastly, the statement “I am” is a direct link to the deity of Christ. When Moses 
asked God His name, God responded, “I AM” (Exodus 3:14). Throughout the 
Old Testament, God would describe His characteristics to the Jewish people—
“I am ____”  
 
Jesus came along and filled in the blanks. His “I am” statements in the Gospel 
of John point to His deity. The response Jesus gives to the high priest when 
asked directly, “Are You the Christ, the Son of the Blessed [One]?” (Mark 
14:61). “I am.” 
 
The point of the lesson is not to bash Peter. The story of Peter’s denial of Christ 
provides valuable lessons as to how vulnerable man is to sin. We would like to 
think that if we were in Peter’s sandals, things would have been different. We 
would like to think that we would not have done that to Jesus. There are plenty 
of opportunities to deny Christ in today’s world: the culture, science, 
philosophy, family, and friends. 
 
First, let’s examine the setting. We know it is cold outside. This is noted in John 
18:18. The high priest’s courtyard had a charcoal fire with others warming 
themselves. The text states directly that it is cold.  
 
Peter was tired. He had put in a full day. His belly was full from supper. He was 
falling asleep in the garden as Jesus was praying. Jesus came three times to wake 
Peter, James, and John (Mark 14:32-42). This is at the beginning of the time 
sequence. The arrest, procession, and the illegal Jewish trials lasted throughout 
the night. Peter had been awake for quite awhile. 
 
The physical location of the denial is the high priest’s courtyard. This is not 
exactly a place of comfort for Peter. He is a fisherman. The crowd at the 
courtyard is not who he is used to being with. The courtyard is where the 
religious elite congregate. Peter is used to being on a boat with the fellas. He is 
keeping himself warm with the friends of the enemy. For Peter, this is a clash of 
social classes. 
 
I think it is fair to say fear and adrenaline are probably factors. Peter had 
watched Judas betray Jesus. Peter had drawn a sword and removed Malchus’s 
ear before the arrest in the garden. He had seen the arrest and removal of Jesus. 
He had seen his fellow disciples scattered. Peter followed Jesus to the courtyard 
and eventually entered. Then there was the pressure of people identifying Peter 
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as a disciple, including a relative of Malchus who saw Peter take a sword to his 
family member’s ear. 
 
Lastly there is an unseen spiritual component, Satan. Jesus informs Peter that 
Satan has requested permission to sift him like wheat (Luke 22:31). Satan’s 
power should not be underestimated—remember Job. It is important to 
remember that Satan is limited by what God allows. Permission is required by 
Satan, and God does set limits (Job 1:12, 2:6). 
 
Clearly Peter failed Christ in his denial. His arrogance and pride were on 
display in telling Jesus he would never fall away and was willing to die with Him. 
Peter was the super apostle. He would stick with Jesus even though the others 
would not (Matthew 26:32-34). 
 
Legally, he could have been arrested for assault or attempted murder for his 
actions toward the slave Malchus. He lied and denied Christ as he entered the 
courtyard. He further denied association with Christ to others. Ultimately, 
Peter loses control of his emotions. He curses and swears at others. Then, the 
cock crows… (Mark 14:66-71). 
 
And the Lord turned and looked at Peter. And Peter remembered the word of 
the Lord, how He had told him, “Before a rooster crows today, you will deny 
Me three times (Luke 22:61).” 
 
In the end, Peter was forgiven of his sins. He was personally asked by Jesus to 
care for His sheep and lambs (John 21:15-17). And like Peter, as sinners, Christ 
died for us (Romans 5:8b). 
 


