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Lesson 155 
 
Egermeier’s Story: 
 
Page 469 – The Parable of the Ten Virgins 
Page 471 – Jesus Tells About the End of the World  
 
Memory Verse: John 13:35 “By this all men will know that you are My 
disciples, if you have love for one another.” NASB 
 
Scripture: Matthew 25:1-13, 31-46 
 
Teaching Resource: 
 Bible Study Guide for All Ages Lesson 95 
 
Object Lesson:  
 
Jesus uses the parable of the ten young ladies to teach about preparedness. You 
can adapt this parable to your own object lesson by talking about being 
prepared. Some examples would be to talk with the students about getting  
prepared for things they know are going to happen in their lives—Saturday 
evening they know they will be going to church the next morning. What should 
they do to be prepared to go to church? Clothing, Bible, good night’s rest, etc. 
Next summer the family will be taking a road trip to visit relatives in a far away 
city—how can they prepare for that trip? Clothing, suitcase, toothbrush, toys, 
things to do in the car, provisions for the pets, savings, etc. 
 
Doctrinal Emphasis: Jesus’ Return Is Imminent 
 
Key Theme: The Olivet Discourse, recorded in Matthew 24-25 (and parallel 
passages Mark 13 and Luke 21:5-36) are the teachings of Jesus concerning things to 
come. 
 
Jesus sets the discourse up by His observation in Matthew 24:1-2 that the 
temple will be torn down. This is obviously a predictive statement because in 
the following context, the disciples want to know about these things. This 
discourse takes place on the Mount of Olives (Matthew 24:3)—hence, it is 
called the “Olivet Discourse.” 
 
There are some basics of interpretation that must be applied here so that we 
can understand this extended passage and the various parables and facts that 
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Jesus presents. The first—who is the audience? Jesus is talking with the 
disciples. He is speaking to a Jewish audience. What question is He answering?  
 

Matthew 24:3b “...the disciples came to Him privately, saying, ‘Tell us, when 
will these things happen, and what [will be] the sign of Your coming, and of 
the end of the age?’ ” 

 
What internal clues are there that would help us understand what the passage 
describes?  
 
Jesus is talking to a Jewish audience about His return and the end of the age. 
We believe in a tribulation period of seven years preceding the return of Jesus. 
We believe that the church  will be taken off the earth prior to this tribulation 
period in an event we term the rapture, leaving only unbelievers on earth. Most 
of the Jewish people will fit into this category of “unbelievers,” as will 
multitudes of others. This time of tribulation will be terrible for all mankind but 
especially for the Jewish people who will be terribly persecuted. We believe that 
at the end of this seven year tribulation period, Jesus will return to earth to 
establish His earthly kingdom for 1000 years, often called “Millennial 
Kingdom.”  
 
Since Jesus is talking about His return and because He is talking to a Jewish 
audience, this discourse is about events for the Jewish people in the tribulation 
period prior to His return. As you read through the Olivet Discourse, you will 
see a recurrent theme of the need for preparedness. This need is set up: 
 

Matthew 24:15-16 “Therefore when you see the abomination of 
desolation which was spoken of through Daniel the prophet, standing in 
the holy place (let the reader understand), then those who are in Judea must 
flee to the mountains.” 

 
Then explained: 
 

Matthew 24:17-21 “Whoever is on the housetop must not go down to get 
the things out that are in his house. Whoever is in the field must not turn 
back to get his cloak. But woe to those who are pregnant and to those who 
are nursing babies in those days! But pray that your flight will not be in the 
winter, or on a Sabbath. For then there will be a great tribulation, such as has 
not occurred since the beginning of the world until now, nor ever will.” 

 
In the rest of Matthew 24, Jesus gives descriptive warnings of what will be faced 
by the Jewish people at this time in their future. In these warnings, some will be 
taken and some will be left. The parable of the ten young ladies explains this. 
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First, the term “virgins” in Greek is parqe/noß (parthenos), a maid, maiden, 
virgin, girl. The basic meaning is an unmarried person. (Comment: Rather 
quaint idea that an unmarried person might be a virgin.) Anyway, feel free to 
use the term maidens or young ladies as you tell the story. You won’t be changing 
the meaning, and it might make more sense to the students. 
 
The ten young ladies are representative of the Jewish nation. The bridegroom is 
Jesus, and the bride is His church. This can be established by comparing several 
passages: 
 

II Corinthians 11:2  “For I am jealous for you with a godly jealousy; for I 
betrothed you to one husband, so that to Christ I might present you [as] a 
pure virgin.” 
 
Ephesians 5:25-33 “Husbands, love your wives, just as Christ also loved the 
church and gave Himself up for her, so that He might sanctify her, having 
cleansed her by the washing of water with the word, that He might present to 
Himself the church in all her glory, having no spot or wrinkle or any such 
thing; but that she would be holy and blameless. So husbands ought also to 
love their own wives as their own bodies. He who loves his own wife loves 
himself; for no one ever hated his own flesh, but nourishes and cherishes it, 
just as Christ also [does] the church, because we are members of His body. 
For this reason a man shall leave his father and mother and shall be 
joined to his wife, and the two shall become one flesh. This mystery 
is great; but I am speaking with reference to Christ and the church. 
Nevertheless, each individual among you also is to love his own wife even as 
himself, and the wife must [see to it] that she respects her husband.” 

 
The marriage feast is announced in Revelation 19:7-9 
 

Revelation 19:7-9 “Let us rejoice and be glad and give the glory to Him, for 
the marriage of the Lamb has come and His bride has made herself ready. It 
was given to her to clothe herself in fine linen, bright [and] clean; for the fine 
linen is the righteous acts of the saints. Then he said to me, ‘Write, “Blessed 
are those who are invited to the marriage supper of the Lamb.” ’ And he said 
to me, ‘These are true words of God.’ ” 

 
We know that during the Church Age, Jesus has been preparing a place for His 
bride: 
 

John 14:2-3 “In My Father’s house are many dwelling places; if it were not 
so, I would have told you; for I go to prepare a place for you. If I go and 
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prepare a place for you, I will come again and receive you to Myself, that 
where I am, [there] you may be also.” 

 
Dr. Charles Ryrie in his notes on Matthew 25:1 states, “There were two phases 
to Jewish weddings. First, the bridegroom went to the bride’s home to obtain 
his bride and observe certain religious ceremonies. Then he took his bride to 
his own home for a resumption of the festivities. Christ will take His bride, the 
church, to heaven before the tribulation period begins; then He will return with 
His bride at the second coming to the marriage supper on earth. The virgins 
represent the professing Jewish remnant on earth at His return.”   
 
The parable is meant for the Jewish people in the tribulation period before the 
return of Christ. Is there a lesson for Christians in this parable? The answer is 
best found in the parable Jesus tells in Matthew 25:14-30, the Parable of the 
Talents. Obviously, the Parable of the Talents can be applied to our Christian 
lives. We are to use the resources that the Lord has given us until He returns. 
We are to use them wisely and invest in the Lord’s work without fear. In the 
same way, the Parable of the Ten Virgins (young ladies) can be applied to our 
Christian lives. We are to be prepared for the return of the Bridegroom with 
minds that are enriched by the Word of God, readiness to do His will all around 
us, and willingness to help  those in need. 
 
In the judgments described in Matthew 25:31-46, it must be kept in mind that 
the issue is entrance into the millennial kingdom. Believers will have shown 
evidence of their belief by their efforts directed toward the nation of Israel, 
which will have been horribly persecuted during the Tribulation.  
 

Major Bible Themes, Lewis Sperry Chafer (rev John F. Walvoord) 1974 p348 
“In fact, for a Gentile to befriend a Jew at a time when Jews are being 
hounded to death would be to endanger his own life and freedom. The only 
possible reason for such kindness under these circumstances, in a time of 
great satanic deception and hatred of the Jews, would be that the Gentile is a 
believer in Christ and Scripture and recognizes the peculiar position of 
Israel as the chosen people of God.” 

 
As the millennial kingdom begins, the “sheep” in this passage are the believers 
who have survived the Tribulation in their mortal bodies. They will be the 
subjects in the kingdom who will begin the population of this kingdom. The 
unbelievers, the “goats,” will not be allowed to enter the kingdom. These will be 
cast into the eternal fire. This judgment is not a judgment based on works. 
Works are never the basis for salvation from judgment. Works in this judgment 
are the evidence of belief. 
 


