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Lesson 148 
 
Egermeier’s Story: 
 
Page 457 – Zaccheus Climbs a Tree  
 
Memory Verse: Galatians 5:13b “…through love serve one another.” 
 
Scripture: Luke 19:1-10 
 
Teaching Resource: 
 Bible Study Guide for All Ages Lesson 333 
 
Object Lesson: A Worthless Charity 
 
Imagine a charity that only gave help to rich people. What if this charity would 
only give people money to help them if they already had one million dollars. 
That wouldn’t be very helpful, would it? This charity would only offer money to 
people who really don’t need it. A  you know, charities are set up to help people 
who are unable to provide for themselves. They do their work where the need is 
greatest. Jesus was often criticized for associating with people who had a sinful 
lifestyle. However, He correctly saw that this was who was in need of salvation. 
The Pharisees, on the other hand, prided themselves on their pious lifestyle and 
avoided associating with sinners. They would be like our worthless charity. 
 
Doctrinal Emphasis: Jesus Came to Save the Lost 
 
Key Theme: Jesus frequently associated with sinners, knowing that they needed to 
hear his message of salvation. 
 
Many times during His earthly ministry, Jesus is criticized by the Jewish 
religious leaders for associating with those who carried on a dishonest or sinful 
lifestyle. Zaccheus was an example of this. Tax collectors were notorious for 
dealing with people in a dishonest way, essentially stealing from them to support 
themselves excessively. Matthew 9:9-13 is another example. He responds to the 
criticism of the Pharisees by saying, “It is not those who are healthy who need a 
physician, but those who are sick.” 
 
This is an example that we may learn from in our efforts to spread  the Gospel. 
As we know, the Gospel is a simple and straightforward proclamation of a fact. 
Jesus  died on the cross for our sins. Part of our duty is to proclaim this message 
to others. To whom are we to proclaim this message? While it is good for us to 
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be with other believers so we may support and build up each  other, these are 
not the people most in need of hearing the Gospel. Those who do not know 
Jesus as their Savior need to hear the saving message of the Gospel. Just as Jesus 
associated with the “tax collectors and sinners,” we need to be prepared to share 
the Gospel whenever the opportunity presents itself. 
 


