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Lesson 146 
 
Egermeier’s Story: 
 
Page 453 – The Unjust Judge 
Page 455 -  The Pharisee and the Publican  
 
Memory Verse: Luke 16:31 “But he said to him, ‘If they do not listen to Moses 
and the Prophets, they will not be persuaded even if someone rises from the 
dead.’ ” NASB 
 
Scripture: Luke 18:1-8; 18:9-14 
 
Teaching Resource: 
 Bible Study Guide for All Ages Lesson 330 
 
Object Lesson:  
 
Once when I was a young man, I decided that I wanted to wear a ring. My 
birthday was coming up, so I asked my dad if he would buy me a ring for my 
birthday. I guess that Dad must have known that this would be something that I 
would keep and in my later life would remind me of him every time I looked at 
it. When my birthday came, the gift that was presented to me was a nice ring. It 
wasn’t exactly the ring I had wanted, but it was very nice. It was the kind of ring 
that my parents thought would be nice for me. If you, the teacher, have 
something like this, bring it to class to show the students; and use the item as an 
example of something you asked your parents for—something your parents 
gave you after you had asked for it. Compare this to prayers. We can ask God 
for things. God will answer according to what He wants for us. 
 
Doctrinal Emphasis: Prayer 
 
Key Theme: In two stories about the nature of prayer, Jesus teaches that prayer is to 
be both persistent and penitent. 
 
Luke 18:1 tells us exactly why Jesus told the parable of the unjust judge. We 
should pray persistently, and we should not lose heart. Jesus, of course, knows 
the reality of being human and the risk of “losing heart.” The danger is real. 
Indeed we are warned against hopelessness often: 
 

II Corinthians 4:1 “Therefore, since we have this ministry, as we received 
mercy, we do not lose heart….” 
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II Corinthians 4:16 “Therefore we do not lose heart, but though our outer 
man is decaying, yet our inner man is being renewed day by day.” 
 
Galatians 6:9 “Let us not lose heart in doing good, for in due time we will 
reap if we do not grow weary.” 
 
Ephesians 3:13 “Therefore I ask you not to lose heart at my tribulations on 
your behalf, for they are your glory.” 
 
Colossians 3:21 “Fathers, do not exasperate your children, so that they will 
not lose heart.” 
 
Hebrews 12:3 “For consider Him who has endured such hostility by sinners 
against Himself, so that you will not grow weary and lose heart.” 

 
The realities of life are such that some will require simple “one time” prayers, 
but other situations are lasting and need persistence in prayer. Our loved one 
who is away on the battlefront needs our prayer every day. Our child who is 
away at school should be in our prayers each day. Other situations are fleeting 
and aren’t requiring of persistent prayer. 
 
We have examples of prayer in the Word. In Nehemiah chapter 1, we see 
Nehemiah’s prayer. Compare the content and structure of this prayer with the 
prayer that Jesus taught His disciples in Matthew 6:9-13, and you will see 
similarities that are instructive. Each of these models have similar components: 
 
1. Praise/Worship—This is acknowledgement of who God is. Faith is built 

upon knowing that God hears our prayers and is all powerful. In James 1:5-7 
and 5:15, we see that we must ask in faith: 

 
James 1:5-7 “But if any of you lacks wisdom, let him ask of God, who 
gives to all generously and without reproach, and it will be given to him. 
But he must ask in faith without any doubting, for the one who doubts is 
like the surf of the sea, driven and tossed by the wind. For that man ought 
not to expect that he will receive anything from the Lord.” 
 
James 5:15 “and the prayer offered in faith will restore the one who is 
sick….” 

 
Jesus points out that faith is a key element in prayer: 
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Matthew 21:22 “And all things you ask in prayer, believing, you will 
receive.” 

 
Jesus says to those He heals, “Your faith has made you well” or similar 
words—cf. Matt 9:22, 29; 15:28; Mark 5:34, 10:52; Luke 8:48. The value of 
faith is in the object of the  faith. These people believed that Jesus could heal 
them.  

 
2. Confession—Admission of sin, in particular and in general. In the prayer of 

the publican, we see his confession that he is a sinner, humbled at the thought 
of praying to the Almighty. Confession aligns us with God’s will. We learn 
God’s will from His Word. James tells us: 

 
James 5:16b “The effective prayer of a righteous man can accomplish 
much.” 

 
A righteous man would be aligned with God’s will. Effective prayer will be 
aligned with God’s will, not asking for things that are not in accord with God. 
We see an example of prayer that was not aligned with God’s will when 
Moses became discouraged by the complaints of the people: 

 
Numbers 11:14-15 “I alone am not able to carry all this people, because 
it is too burdensome for me. So if You are going to deal thus with me, 
please kill me at once, if I have found favor in Your sight, and do not let 
me see my wretchedness.” 

 
The Lord answered Moses’ prayer, not as Moses asked it, but in keeping 
with His will: 

 
Num 11:16-17 “The Lord therefore said to Moses, ‘Gather for Me 
seventy men from the elders of Israel, whom you know to be the elders of 
the people and their officers and bring them to the tent of meeting, and 
let them take their stand there with you. Then I will come down and 
speak with you there, and I will take of the Spirit who is upon you, and 
will put [Him] upon them; and they shall bear the burden of the people 
with you, so that you will not bear [it] all alone.” 

 
3. Promises—In both prayers we see acknowledgement of the promises from 

God. In Nehemiah’s prayer, he acknowledges the Lord’s covenant with the 
nation Israel. In the Lord’s prayer, Jesus acknowledges the promise of the 
kingdom and forgiveness. Acknowledgement will lead to thankfulness. And 
indeed, Paul gives us a model for prayer: 
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Philippians 4:6-7 “Be anxious for nothing, but in everything by prayer 
and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made known to 
God. And the peace of God, which surpasses all comprehension, will 
guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.” 

 
The teaching in this passage could be labeled “Christian Mental Health 101.” 
It has the wonderful promise of peace of mind that comes from casting your 
cares before the Lord in prayers with thankfulness, another key element of 
prayer: 

 
Colossians 4:2 “Devote yourselves to prayer, keeping alert in it with [an 
attitude of] thanksgiving….” 
 
I Timothy 2:1 “First of all, then, I urge that entreaties [and] prayers, 
petitions [and] thanksgivings, be made on behalf of all men….” 

 
4. Petition—We are to pray to the Lord for His help in all things. Each of the 

prayers contains a petition for the Lord’s help. We can ask for very specific 
things. Look at the prayer of Abraham’s servant in Genesis 24:12-14. His 
request was not some vague generality; he couldn't have been much more 
specific in his request. 

 


