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Lesson 145 
 
Egermeier’s Story: 
 
Page 452 – The Rich Man and Lazarus  
 
Memory Verse: Luke 16:31 “But he said to him, ‘If they do not listen to Moses 
and the Prophets, they will not be persuaded even if someone rises from the 
dead.’ ” NASB 
 
Scripture: Luke 16:19-31 
 
Teaching Resource: 
 Bible Study Guide for All Ages Lesson 328 
 
Doctrinal Emphasis: The Doctrine of Hell 
 
Key Theme: The separation of the rich man and Lazarus in Luke 16 demonstrates 
the totality of the separation of the unbeliever from God in eternity. 
 
The ultimate state of the unbeliever is total separation from God and eternal 
torment. The terms for this state are Hades, Sheol, gehenna, and hell. 
 
The idea of eternal retribution for one who does not accept God’s single 
provision for salvation is one by which natural man is repulsed. The fact that a 
god who is described as a god of love could condemn a person who does not 
accept His provision to eternal suffering is rejected as inconsistent with the 
character of that god. However, this narrow, stinted vision of God is in itself 
ignorant of the true character God. God is, indeed, love. But He is also holiness, 
righteousness, and justice. Being more that just love, all of the elements of His 
character must be satisfied in every act the He undertakes. “If God could have 
forgiven one sin of one person as an act of mere kindness, He would have 
compromised His own holiness that demands judgment for sin. Having thus 
compromised Himself with sin, He would Himself need to be saved because of 
the unrighteous thing He had done. He would, by such supposed kindness, have 
established a principle by which He could forgive all human sin as an act of 
divine clemency, rendering the death of Christ unnecessary.”1 God’s entire 
character must be satisfied in His every act; therefore, He cannot overlook even 
the tiniest sin of the most insignificant person at the most irrelevant of times.  
 
                                           
1 Chafer, Lewis Sperry, Systematic Theology, volume IV, page 433 
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There is another concept that works to disarm the claim that a god of love could 
not condemn one of his creatures to eternal torment. If this God of love, in 
keeping with all His attributes, provided a means for that creature to be saved 
from eternal retribution, that fact serves to emphasize His attribute of love 
since He found a means to save His creatures from eternal suffering and still 
maintain all the integrity of His character. 
 
The terms for hell are several, including Hades (Matthew 11:23; 16:18; Luke 
10:15; 16:23; Revelation 1:18; 20:13-14), gehenna (Matthew 5:22, 29-30; 10:28; 
James 3:6 all translated “hell”). These words describe a place and “not merely a 
state of mind.”2 There are a number of words and phrases that indicate the 
horrible suffering of these places, including “eternal fire” (Matthew 25:41), 
“where their worm dies not, and the fire is not quenched” (Mark 9:44), “the 
lake that burns with fire and brimstone” (Revelation 21:8), to name a few. The 
Bible does not call on any outside resource to prove or corroborate the 
existence of hell. It is as assumed as the existence of God Himself. 
 

                                           
2 Ibid, page 430 


