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Lesson 142 
 
Egermeier’s Story: 
 
Page 445 – A Sick Man Is Healed 
Page 447 – The Parable of the Supper  
 
Memory Verse: John 11:25 “Jesus said to her, ‘I am the resurrection and the 
life; he who believes in Me will live even if he dies.’ ” NASB 
 
Scripture: Luke 14:1-6, 7-24 
 
Teaching Resource: 
 Bible Study Guide for All Ages Lessons 324-325 
 
Object Lesson:  
 
Luke 14:1-6 is an object lesson provided by Jesus to teach about the Jewish 
Sabbath. Remember that this is the one Commandment that is not given to 
Christians in the Church Age. However, we can take the meaning of the 
Sabbath and see that God meant it for the good of men and apply it 
appropriately and wisely, but not in a legalistic manner, in our Christian lives. 
 
In the teaching about humility in  Luke 14:7-11, Jesus paints a word picture 
about guests at a dinner. The teacher could have the students reenact this 
scenario, keeping in mind that if done too realistically, feelings could be hurt. 
 
Doctrinal Emphasis: Humility 
 
Key Theme: Humility is a Christian virtue that comes from a proper 
understanding of the Almighty. 
 
Jesus takes the opportunity of being with the Jewish leaders to provide 
instruction. Of course, the Jewish leaders are full of themselves and are not 
teachable. Nonetheless, Jesus teaches. 
 
First, Jesus uses His own object lesson to teach about the relationship of mercy 
to the Law, as interpreted by the Jewish leaders. The Jewish leaders took 
offense to occasions when Jesus healed people on the Sabbath. Their 
interpretation of the Sabbath Law had become very oppressive. The Sabbath is 
mentioned several places in the Law (the first five books of the Bible). The 
concept is established on the 7th day of Creation, Genesis 2:2-3. 
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“By the seventh day God completed His work which He had done, and He 
rested on the seventh day from all His work which He had done. Then God 
blessed the seventh day and sanctified it, because in it He rested from all 
His work which God had created and made.” 

 
The Sabbath is codified in the Ten Commandments, Exodus 20:8-11.  
 

“Remember the sabbath day, to keep it holy. Six days you shall labor and do 
all your work, but the seventh day is a sabbath of the Lord your God; [in it] 
you shall not do any work, you or your son or your daughter, your male or 
your female servant or your cattle or your sojourner who stays with you. 
For in six days the Lord made the heavens and the earth, the sea and all 
that is in them, and rested on the seventh day; therefore the Lord blessed 
the sabbath day and made it holy.” 

 
Moses expands on the reasons for the Sabbath in Exodus 23:12.  
 

“Six days you are to do your work, but on the seventh day you shall cease 
[from labor] so that your ox and your donkey may rest, and the son of your 
female slave, as well as your stranger, may refresh themselves.” 

 
Exodus 31:12-17 is a key passage concerning the Sabbath.  
 

“The Lord spoke to Moses, saying, ‘But as for you, speak to the sons of 
Israel, saying, “You shall surely observe My sabbaths; for [this] is a sign 
between Me and you throughout your generations, that you may know that 
I am the Lord who sanctifies you. Therefore you are to observe the 
sabbath, for it is holy to you. Everyone who profanes it shall surely be put to 
death; for whoever does any work on it, that person shall be cut off from 
among his people. For six days work may be done, but on the seventh day 
there is a sabbath of complete rest, holy to the Lord; whoever does any 
work on the sabbath day shall surely be put to death. So the sons of Israel 
shall observe the sabbath, to celebrate the sabbath throughout their 
generations as a perpetual covenant.” It is a sign between Me and the sons 
of Israel forever; for in six days the Lord made heaven and earth, but on the 
seventh day He ceased [from labor], and was refreshed.’ ” 

 
Moses emphasizes the Sabbath in Exodus 35:2-3 adding the rule that a fire 
may not be kindled in the dwellings of the Jews on the Sabbath.  
 

“For six days work may be done, but on the seventh day you shall have a 
holy [day], a sabbath of complete rest to the Lord; whoever does any work 
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on it shall be put to death. You shall not kindle a fire in any of your 
dwellings on the sabbath day.” 

 
There are a few more details about the Sabbath in Deuteronomy 5:12-15.  
 

“ ‘Observe the sabbath day to keep it holy, as the Lord your God 
commanded you. Six days you shall labor and do all your work, but the 
seventh day is a sabbath of the Lord your God; [in it] you shall not do any 
work, you or your son or your daughter or your male servant or your female 
servant or your ox or your donkey or any of your cattle or your sojourner 
who stays with you, so that your male servant and your female servant may 
rest as well as you. You shall remember that you were a slave in the land of 
Egypt, and the Lord your God brought you out of there by a mighty hand 
and by an outstretched arm; therefore the Lord your God commanded you 
to observe the sabbath day.’ ” 

 
You will notice that the concept of the Sabbath concerns work. During the six 
days of the week, the Jewish nation was to be productive. The idea of rest was 
to cease production. Jesus is pointing out to the Jewish leaders that the 
Sabbath was for man. It was as a memorial, a sign, to remind the  nation 
weekly about Creation. And it was for them to be refreshed from the week’s 
labor. For Jesus to “refresh” the health of those He healed was in keeping with 
the intent of the Law concerning the Sabbath. 
 
Jesus had run into the Jewish leaders’ oppressive views on the Sabbath 
before—Luke 13:10-17.  
 

“And He was teaching in one of the synagogues on the Sabbath. And there 
was a woman who for eighteen years had had a sickness caused by a spirit; 
and she was bent double, and could not straighten up at all. When Jesus saw 
her, He called her over and said to her, ‘Woman, you are freed from your 
sickness.’ And He laid His hands on her; and immediately she was made 
erect again and [began] glorifying God. But the synagogue official, 
indignant because Jesus had healed on the Sabbath, [began] saying to the 
crowd in response, ‘There are six days in which work should be done; so 
come during them and get healed, and not on the Sabbath day.’ But the 
Lord answered him and said, ‘You hypocrites, does not each of you on the 
Sabbath untie his ox or his donkey from the stall and lead him away to 
water [him]? And this woman, a daughter of Abraham as she is, whom 
Satan has bound for eighteen long years, should she not have been released 
from this bond on the Sabbath day?’ As He said this, all His opponents were 
being humiliated; and the entire crowd was rejoicing over all the glorious 
things being done by Him.” 
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At this dinner with the Jewish leaders, Jesus also takes the opportunity to teach 
about humility. In teaching about how to seat oneself as a guest, He points out 
that we should not try to exalt ourselves, but instead we should humble 
ourselves. Then the one who is able to exalt us may do so. This is a truth about 
God. The sin of pride is always condemned. When we have a truthful view of 
the Almighty God, we will cease from proud attitudes. If we understands who 
God is and His perfections and power, we will find ourselves humbled. 
 
Some passages from the Old Testament concerning pride: 
 

Psalm 18:27 “For You save an afflicted people, But haughty eyes You 
abase.” 
 
Psalm 101:5 “Whoever secretly slanders his neighbor, him I will destroy; 
No one who has a haughty look and an arrogant heart will I endure.” 
 
Proverbs 6:16-19 “There are six things which the Lord hates, Yes, seven 
which are an abomination to Him: Haughty eyes, a lying tongue, And hands 
that shed innocent blood, A heart that devises wicked plans, Feet that run 
rapidly to evil, A false witness [who] utters lies, And one who spreads strife 
among brothers.” 
 
Proverbs 29:23 “A man’s pride will bring him low, But a humble spirit will 
obtain honor.” 
 
Isaiah 2:11-12 “The proud look of man will be abased And the loftiness of 
man will be humbled, And the Lord alone will be exalted in that day. For 
the Lord of hosts will have a day [of reckoning] Against everyone who is 
proud and lofty And against everyone who is lifted up, That he may be 
abased.” 
 
Isaiah 2:17 “The pride of man will be humbled And the loftiness of men 
will be abased; And the Lord alone will be exalted in that day.” 

 
And the very lesson that Jesus is teaching here is summed up in James 4:10: 
 

“Humble yourselves in the presence of the Lord, and He will exalt you.” 
 
In the parable of the dinner in Luke 14:16-24, Jesus is responding to the 
comment made by one of the guests in verse 15 at the dinner He was 
attending.  
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“When one of those who were reclining [at the table] with Him heard this, 
he said to Him, ‘Blessed is everyone who will eat bread in the kingdom of 
God!’ ” 
 

The parable teaches that there are those who are invited but whose lame 
excuses are not acceptable. This parable applies specifically to the Jewish 
leaders who are rejecting Jesus, but it applies equally to those of any age who 
reject the salvation that God has provided. The man who had prepared this 
feast was angry at those who were invited but refused to attend. We can be sure 
that God is not happy with those who refuse His salvation—Proverbs 1:24-33. 
 

“Because I called and you refused, I stretched out my hand and no one paid 
attention; And you neglected all my counsel And did not want my reproof; I 
will also laugh at your calamity; I will mock when your dread comes, When 
your dread comes like a storm And your calamity comes like a whirlwind, 
When distress and anguish come upon you. Then they will call on me, but I 
will not answer; They will seek me diligently but they will not find me, 
Because they hated knowledge And did not choose the fear of the Lord. 
They would not accept my counsel, They spurned all my reproof. So they 
shall eat of the fruit of their own way And be satiated with their own 
devices. For the waywardness of the naive will kill them, And the 
complacency of fools will destroy them. But he who listens to me shall live 
securely And will be at ease from the dread of evil." 

 


