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Lesson 140 
 
Egermeier’s Story: 
 
Page 440 – The Good Samaritan  
 
Memory Verse: Matthew 6:19-21 “Do not store up for yourselves treasures on 
earth…, but store up for yourselves treasures in heaven, …for where your 
treasure is, there your heart will be also.” NASB 
 
Scripture: Luke 10:25-37 
 
Teaching Resource: 
 Bible Study Guide for All Ages Lesson 321 
 
Object Lesson: The label of the Christian is love (John 13:35) 
 
Bring a label from a can of food to class.  
 
Presentation: What’s this? Yes, a label from a can of corn. Why do we have 
labels anyway? Why does a manufacturer go to all the trouble and expense to put 
a label on a can? Of course, it’s so that we may know what is on the inside. If 
this label were not on this can, I would have to open it to know what is inside. 
 
Did you know that every Christian boy or girl here today is supposed to have a 
label on? Do you know what it is? Listen to the words of the Lord Jesus: “A new 
commandment I give to you, that you love one another, even as I have loved 
you, that you also love one another. By this all men know that you are My 
disciples, if you have love one to another (John 13:34-35).” The label of the 
Christian is love. In other words, the world will know that Christ lives in your 
heart if you have love for other people. Love on the outside shows Christ on the 
inside. If there is no love, then others can’t tell whether or not you are a 
Christian because they can’t open you up and look on the inside. All people can 
do is read the label. Certainly when your temper flares up and you get mad at 
the least little thing, you’re not labeling yourself as a Christian…remember that 
the label He wants you to wear is the label of love. 
 
Object Lesson provided by Charles Ryrie, Easy Object Lessons 
 
Note: This object lesson is in reference to love, not to salvation. 
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Doctrinal Emphasis: God’s Love 
 
Key Theme: God is Loving, Patient, and Gracious 
 
In the parable of the fig tree (Luke 13:6-9), God demonstrates His love, 
patience, and grace towards Israel. 
 
The fig tree is often a symbol for the nation of Israel. Jesus Himself uses a fig 
tree symbolically in the Olivet Discourse (Matthew 24:32-33) to equate the 
signs of Israel’s tribulation with His second coming. Israel’s fathers are equated 
to the fig tree’s earliest or first fruits of the season (Hosea 9:10).  
 
The fig tree is planted in a vineyard by a certain man. That certain man is God, 
and He planted Israel in the Promised Land. The owner of the vineyard, God, is 
looking for fruit and productivity from the fig tree or Israel. He finds none. But 
God is patient and He searches for fruit on the tree for three more years. 
Incidentally, three years is the time of Christ’s ministry to nation Israel. Again, 
He finds no fruit and requests the dresser of the vineyard to cut down the tree.  
 
The message is clear—produce or judgment is coming in the form of an axe. 
The dresser of the vineyard requests more time for the tree. A period of grace is 
granted. The tree is given full benefit of cultivation and fertilizer. The fig tree is 
cared for, nurtured, and fed. The tree gets every chance to produce under the 
best possible conditions. 
 
Historically, we know that Israel rejected the Messiah, and there was no fruit. 
Approximately forty years later, the axe came in the form of the Romans when 
they destroyed Jerusalem in a.d. 70. The nation was scattered across the face of 
the earth.  
 
Remember, the tree was not uprooted. It was cut down. The roots were left in 
the ground and remained in the land. Fast forward to 1948; Israel is a nation 
again. The tree has sprung again from its root.  
 
God has waited thousands of years for His chosen people. “The Lord is not 
slow about His promise, as some count slowness, but is patient toward you, not 
wishing for any to perish but for all to come to repentance (II Peter 3:9).” 
 
There will come a time again when God’s patience runs out. For those who 
believe God, there is a provision. In the case of Noah, it was an ark. For Lot and 
his daughters, they were told to leave Sodom and Gomorrah and not look back. 
In the future, believers are told to flee to the mountains when seeing the 
Abomination of Desolation of the Olivet Discourse. God continues to wait 
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patiently for nation Israel and for individuals to turn toward Him. There is 
provision. Today, God’s love is displayed in the cross work of Jesus. “But You, 
O Lord, are a God merciful and gracious, slow to anger and abundant in 
lovingkindness and truth (Psalm 86:15).” 
 
 


