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Lesson 138 
 
Egermeier’s Story: 
 
Page 437 – Little Children Are Brought to Jesus  
 
Memory Verse: John 20:31 “But these have been written so that you may 
believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God; and that believing you may have 
life in His name.” NASB 
 
Scripture: Matthew 19:13-15; Mark 10:13-16 
 
Teaching Resource: 
 Bible Study Guide for All Ages Lesson 331  
 
Object Lesson: The object lesson is in the lesson itself. 
 
Doctrinal Emphasis: The Doctrine of Children 
 
Key Theme: Jesus displays His care and love for little children and uses their 
acceptance of Him as the example for true faith. 
 
We see in this passage another example of Jesus teaching using His own divine 
object lessons; in this case, it is the children who are brought to Him. 
 
Let’s examine this passage. First of all, the children are brought to Jesus. We are 
not told if the mothers were bringing the children, the fathers, or who does the 
“bringing.” Next, we notice that the disciples are trying to forbid this. Jesus tells 
the disciples to stop this and to allow the children to come to Him. He then uses 
the children as a sort of object lesson to teach about entrance into the kingdom 
of God, which kingdom we know to be the realm inhabited by believers. There 
is an implication that the children were trying to come to Jesus, 
 
The object lesson of the little children coming to Jesus uses the simple faith that 
children exhibit to teach that simple faith is what brings us into the kingdom of 
God. You can also see the willingness of the children to approach Jesus once 
they are brought near to Him by the adults responsible for the children. The 
children recognized what some of the adults didn’t, that Jesus was someone they 
wanted to be near—the object of their desire. 
 
There are two realities that we should face when we look at what the Bible 
teaches about children. One is that the Bible does not contain a “key passage” 
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from which we can establish a doctrine about an age of accountability. Those 
who teach this doctrine use passages from the Old Testament about the age 
when men can marry, go to war, be considered adults, etc. Another reality is 
that we know that humans are saved through faith in Jesus Christ. These two 
realities and the care that God exhibits for children show us another stark 
reality. We should be like the adults who brought the children close to Jesus. We 
must teach the children who Jesus is and help their simple faith to believe that 
Jesus is the Son of God who has taken away our sins. 
 

The Allegory of the Good Shepherd 
 
In John 10, Jesus uses what John describes in John 10:6 as a “figure of speech.” 
Jesus uses the common knowledge of this society concerning sheep and 
shepherds to teach about who He is.  
 
A sheepfold was used to contain one or more flocks of sheep so that they 
wouldn’t wander. It had only one door so that one shepherd could keep watch 
on the sheep. The teaching isn’t hard to understand, knowing that Jesus is the 
One Way. There is no other way to approach God than through faith in Jesus. 
In addition to the concept of One Way, Jesus also weaves other teaching into 
His allegory of the Good Shepherd. 
 
Jesus is also teaching here that He will lay down His life for his flock. Here, 
Jesus foretells His death.  
 
Jesus tells this audience that others have made similar claims before Him, but 
those people were like thieves—they only came to steal and destroy. Jesus is like 
the true shepherd who cares for his flock. Jesus is the true Savior. 
 
He tells the listeners that He has other sheep who are not from this fold. Since 
He is speaking to a Jewish audience here, we know now that He is speaking 
about the gentile world—those believers who are not Jewish but who would 
come to believe that Jesus is the Messiah and that He has come from God to 
die as the perfect sacrifice for the sins of all. 
 
He tells the audience that His sheep know His voice. This concept is known by 
those who are familiar with shepherding. The relationship between the sheep  
and the shepherd is such that several flocks can be put in the sheepfold for one 
shepherd to watch for the night; when morning comes, the flocks are easily 
separated because the sheep will follow the voice of their own shepherd. They 
know their shepherd’s voice. Likewise, those who hear the words of Jesus and 
believe that He is the Messiah do so because they understand what He is saying. 
They know His voice. 
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This writer remembers an instance that brings this idea of knowing a voice 
when you hear it starkly to mind. I was attending a missionary conference in 
Overland Park, Kansas, a few years ago. I thought I only knew four people at the 
conference, the four people with whom I was attending the conference. During 
a break, there were many people gathered in a large hall talking and enjoying 
refreshments. As I stood in this crowd, I heard a voice nearby that grabbed my 
attention. I turned to look for the person whose voice I heard. After a few 
minutes of scanning the crowd, I saw my cousin from Iowa whom I hadn’t seen 
since I was a teenager. We ha  kept in touch, and  I knew she lived in Illinois; 
but here she was at the same conference I was at in Kansas. I knew her voice. In 
this same manner, we who are part of Jesus’ flock know His voice. His words 
are recognizable to us. 
 
In addition, in this shepherd allegory, Jesus points out that He is giving His life 
for His sheep willingly. No one will take His life unless He gives it up willingly. 
This is the perfect sacrifice, not only able but willing. 
 


