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Lesson 136 
 
Egermeier’s Story: 
 
Page 422 – Questioned by His Enemies  
 
Memory Verse: John 8:12 “…Jesus again spoke to them, saying, ‘I am the Light 
of the world….’ ” NASB 
 
Scripture: John 8:12-59 
 
Teaching Resource: 
 Bible Study Guide for All Ages Lesson 319 
 
Object Lesson:  
 
Donnie had not been at Sunday School all summer, so when he came to class 
the first Sunday after school had begun, everyone wanted to know where he had 
been. He told the class fantastic stories about visiting his uncle and aunt in a 
faraway country in South America where he had climbed mountains, ridden on 
horseback, and lived in a cabin in a remote village without electricity or 
television or anything modern at all. Everyone wanted to believe Donnie, but it 
all seemed so fantastic that they thought he might be exaggerating. But the next 
Sunday, Donnie’s Mom and Dad brought a photo album with lots of pictures 
showing everything that Donnie had talked about. That’s when they all believed 
him. Donnie now had the proof that he had experienced a great adventure, and 
his Mom and Dad were there to confirm it all. We see in this passage in John’s 
Gospel that Jesus is making some rather fantastic claims. What proof does He 
offer? He can show the miracles He has performed; and of course, there are the 
prophecies He is fulfilling. Two additional proofs are offered in this passage. 
The first is His prophecy concerning His death (John 8:37, 40) and the type of 
death He will die (John 8:28), “lifted up” being a reference to crucifixion. This 
prophecy will be fulfilled shortly in the Gospel of John. The second is His 
sinlessness. He asks those who are questioning Him in 8:46, “Which one of you 
convicts me of sin?” There is no answer. 
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Doctrinal Emphasis: Jesus and God the Father Are One 
 
Key Theme: By using the phrase “I am,” Jesus clearly declares that He is one with 
the Father. 
 
There is a context for the beginning of this passage which is not apparent in the 
Gospel of John. John 8:12 says, “Then Jesus again spoke to them, saying, ‘I am 
the Light of the world; he who follows Me will not walk in the darkness, but will 
have the Light of life.’ ” 
 
Remember, in John 7:2 the Feast of Booths was at hand. In 7:14 we find that 
Jesus had waited until it was “the midst of the Feast” to begin teaching in the 
temple. We saw that Jesus’ declaration about living water in 7:37-38 concerned 
the ritual of water that occurred during this Jewish Feast. The context of Jesus’ 
remark that He is the Light of the World is also found in the Jewish traditions 
of this feast. 
 
Albert Edersheim states in his book The Life and Times of Jesus The Messiah, 
“…on every night of the festive week, the ‘Court of the Women’ was brilliantly 
illuminated and the night spent in demonstrations…called ‘the joy of the 
feast’…and so pointed to the ‘days of the Messiah’.” 
 
Jesus’ claim to be the Light of the World would have had significance during 
this time because of the illumination of the Court of Women for the festival. 
The Jewish worshippers were enjoying the festivities at night as many torches 
and flames illuminated the area. Jesus’ words would have used this backdrop to 
inject the reality of who He was. 
 
Jesus’ words were unmistakably Messianic. The aged Simeon in Luke 2:32 
refers to the “Light of Revelation to the Gentiles” giving evidence to the 
Messianic hopes prevalent during the time of Jesus. The quote of Simeon takes 
us back to the references of “light” in Isaiah 9:2, 42:6, 49:6, 60:1-3. 
 
Next, the Pharisees question Jesus about His witness. This questioning has 
roots in the Law: Deuteronomy 17:6, “On the evidence of two witnesses or 
three witnesses, he who is to die shall be put to death; he shall not be put to 
death on the evidence of one witness.” Deuteronomy 19:15, “A single witness 
shall not rise up against a man on account of any iniquity or any sin which he 
has committed; on the evidence of two or three witnesses a matter shall be 
confirmed.” 
 
We see in Paul’s letter to Timothy that this principle of the Law has been passed 
on to Christians as a principle for church governance: I Timothy 5:19, “Do not 
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receive an accusation against an elder except on the basis of two or three 
witnesses.” 
 
Jesus was bearing witness to Himself. The Pharisees thought they had a right to 
question Him on this; but as Jesus points out: John 8:18, “I am He who testifies 
about Myself, and the Father who sent Me testifies about Me.” 
 
Jesus begins this sentence with the Greek phrase “I am” (ego eimi/ego eimi). 
This phrase is repeated five times in this passage. Jesus can point to the signs 
He has performed as witness to His claims, and He can point to the fulfillment 
of the prophecies of God’s Word as also witnessing to His claims. In this 
passage, we find Jesus making very clear claims about Himself—John 8:24, 
“Therefore I said to you that you will die in your sins; for unless you believe that 
I am [He], you will die in your sins." 
 
We have seen before, the Greek term “I am” (ego eimi/ego eimi) and have 
correlated this term to the great name of God in the Old Testament, 
(hwhy/Yahweh) “I am.” This is a direct claim of deity. He makes this claim 
again in John 8:28, “So Jesus said, ‘When you lift up the Son of Man, then you 
will know that I am [He], and I do nothing on My own initiative, but I speak 
these things as the Father taught Me.’ ” 
 
In both verses, the translators have inserted “He,” but this pronoun does not 
exist in the Greek. In both cases, Jesus simply states, “I am.” The fifth time 
Jesus uses this term, it appears that the Jews finally understand that He is 
claiming deity because they pick up stones with which to kill Him: John  
8:58-59, “Jesus said to them, ‘Truly, truly, I say to you, before Abraham was 
born, I am.’ Therefore they picked up stones to throw at Him, but Jesus hid 
Himself and went out of the temple.” 
 
The following passages show that prior to this clear claim to deity, Jesus has 
clearly pointed out that He has been sent from God: 
 

John 8:16, “But even if I do judge, My judgment is true; for I am not alone 
[in it], but I and the Father who sent Me.” 
 
John 8:18, “I am He who testifies about Myself, and the Father who sent Me 
testifies about Me.” 
 
John 8:26, “I have many things to speak and to judge concerning you, but 
He who sent Me is true; and the things which I heard from Him, these I 
speak to the world.” 
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John 8:29, “And He who sent Me is with Me; He has not left Me alone, for I 
always do the things that are pleasing to Him.” 
John 8:42, “Jesus said to them, ‘If God were your Father, you would love 
Me, for I proceeded forth and have come from God, for I have not even 
come on My own initiative, but He sent Me.’ ” 

 
The pivotal nature of this passage cannot be overemphasized. Jesus has spent 
most of His ministry in Galilee. Here we find Him in the center of Jewish 
worship, the temple in Jerusalem. Here in the temple, His claims are direct and 
clear. He is claiming deity, and He is claiming to be sent by God. Some of the 
people understood: John 8:30, “As He spoke these things, many came to believe 
in Him.” 


