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Lesson 135 
 
Egermeier’s Story: 
 
Page 430 – Jesus Attends the Feast in Jerusalem  
 
Memory Verse: John 8:12 “…Jesus again spoke to them, saying, ‘I am the Light 
of the world….’ ” NASB 
 
Scripture: John 7:2-53 
 
Teaching Resource: 
 Bible Study Guide for All Ages Lesson 318 
 
Object Lesson:  
 
If a man in a nice suit showed up at your door, showed you his badge, and said 
he was from the Police Department and wanted to ask you some questions, how 
would you find out if this man really was who he said he was? You could ask the 
one who sent him. How would you do that?  Call the Police Department to 
verify the man’s badge number. You would be calling the people that he said 
were the ones who sent him. This is the argument that Jesus uses when the 
Jewish leadership questions Him about who He is. Jesus tells them that if they 
knew the One who sent Him, they would know Him (John 7:28-29). 
 
Doctrinal Emphasis: Jesus claims that He is the One sent by God 
 
Key Theme: It is important to know who Jesus is. The people Jesus lived among 
disagreed about who Jesus was at the time He was alive and living among them. Just 
like then, people today disagree about who Jesus is. 
 
The Feast of Booths is known to the Jewish people as “Succoth.” The word 
“succah” means “booth,” and “succoth” is the Hebrew plural. In English, if 
someone were to tell you they have a booth at the mall, you would think of a 
little temporary structure sitting along the walkway in the mall. A “succah” was 
also temporary. It is used in II Samuel 11:11 where the word is translated 
“temporary shelter.” If you read about the Feast of Booths in Leviticus 23:33-
44, you will find that this Feast commemorates the forty years in the wilderness 
when the wandering Hebrews lived in such temporary shelters. What we want 
to do here is teach about this Feast of Booths (Tabernacles) in order to give 
some context to this passage in John. “Now on the last day, the great [day] of the 
feast, Jesus stood and cried out, saying, ‘If anyone is thirsty, let him come to Me 
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and drink. He who believes in Me, as the Scripture said, “From his innermost 
being will flow rivers of living water.” ’ ” (John 7:37-38) 
 
At first glance, you might think, “Why would Jesus just cry out these 
words?” We are faced with the thought that there must have been some 
context to these words, and indeed there is. 
 
In reading through the New Testament, we find that there were Jews who called 
themselves Pharisees and others who were Sadducees. Both of these groups of 
men held the “unlettered,” i.e. the common people, in contempt. In John 7:1 
where it states that the Jews were seeking to kill Him, the reference is to the 
Jewish leadership comprised of men from these two groups. Acts 23:8 points 
out two major differences between these two groups. The Pharisees believed in 
the resurrection of the dead, and they believed in the existence of angels and 
spirits. The Sadducees believed in neither. Another difference in beliefs 
concerned the oral traditions. The Sadducees did not believe the oral traditions. 
The Sadducees looked to the Torah (first five books of the Bible) as their canon 
of Scripture. The Pharisees believed that the oral traditions were as important 
as the written canon.  
 
One of the oral traditions concerned the Feast of Booths and the rituals 
observed during the Feast. One group of worshipers would attend to the 
morning sacrifice. Another group would go in procession to a place in 
Jerusalem called Moza where they cut boughs from trees to adorn the altar with 
a leafy canopy. A third procession would follow a priest who bore a golden 
pitcher. This third procession wound its way to the Pool of Siloam where the 
priest would fill the pitcher with water, then proceed back to the sacrificial altar. 
This priest bearing the water pitcher would be joined with another priest 
carrying the drink offering, and both would go up to the altar and pour their 
offerings upon the altar. You will notice that this ritual is not prescribed in 
Leviticus. The Pharisees claimed this ritual was part of the oral traditions that 
were handed down from Moses. (It is rather interesting to note that in the years 
between the Old and New Testaments, one of the High Priests, Alexander 
Janneus, a Sadducee who ruled Israel from 103 b.c. to 76 b.c., showed his 
contempt for the oral traditions by pouring this water offering on the ground at 
his feet rather than on the altar, resulting in a riot that claimed the lives of 
hundreds of people.) 
 
It would be in the context of this water offering that Jesus would make His 
proclamation in verses 37 and 38. This ritual was on the holiest day of the Feast 
of Booths, and Jesus would surely have caught the attention of the worshipers. 
Remember, John 7 begins with Jesus’ brothers telling Him to go to Jerusalem 
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for the Feast to display His works. Jesus waits until the Feast is well under way 
to begin teaching. And it is at this last day, most likely as this ritual was 
concluded, that He “cried out.” Just as God had ordained the Feast of Booths as 
an object lesson for the nation of Israel to remind them of God’s provision 
during the wilderness wandering, Jesus uses this water offering ritual as an 
object lesson to proclaim the spiritual truth of what He would bring about. 
 
As we see in this passage, the people were divided in who they thought Jesus 
was. Prior to this proclamation, some of the people were saying Jesus was a 
good man while others were saying that He was not a good man because He led 
people astray. 
 
When Jesus asks the Jewish leadership why they want to kill Him, they accuse 
him of “having a demon.” 
 
After Jesus’ proclamation about “living water,” some of the people among the 
worshipers said, “This is certainly the Prophet.”  This is a reference to 
Deuteronomy 18:18. The Jewish people knew that Deuteronomy 18:18 applied 
to the prophets who would be sent by God to communicate His Word to them, 
but they also expected one they referred to as “the Prophet.” 
 
Others were saying, “This is the Christ.” This shows us that the Jewish people 
understood that “the Prophet” and “the Christ” were separate individuals. If 
you remember the conversation between the representatives from the Jewish 
leadership and John the Baptist in John 1:19-27, these men asked the Baptist if 
he was the Prophet, Elijah, or if he was the Christ (the Greek translation of the 
Hebrew word “Messiah”). Obviously, the Prophet and the Messiah were 
considered two separate persons.  
 
And some just wanted to seize Him to do Him harm. 
 
We can see there is confusion among the Jewish people as to who this man 
Jesus is. It should be remembered that the Torah, the Feasts, the rituals—the 
whole and all the parts that make the Jewish religion and the Jewish people—
are all steeped in tradition. For these and for other reasons as well, it was hard 
for some people to believe that Jesus was who He said He was—One sent from 
God.  
 
It is the same today. Some people see that Jesus is the Son of God, our Savior. 
Others reject Him, calling Him a great prophet or a good teacher or even a fake 
or a liar. 
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We believe that when presented with the evidence and the truth about Jesus, 
men will see that He is the Messiah, the Son of God, the Savior who will one 
day return as King. 
 


