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Lesson 134 
 
Egermeier’s Story: 
 
Page 428 – On the Way Through Samaria 
Page 429 – The Ten Lepers  
Page 429 – Would-Be Followers 
 
Memory Verse: I John 2:12 “I am writing to you, little children, because your 
sins have been forgiven you for His name’s sake.” NASB 
 
Scripture: Luke 9:51-56; 17:11-19; Matthew 8:18-22; Luke 9:57-62 
 
Teaching Resource: 
 New Testament Overview Section 4 Jesus Healed the Sick 
 Bible Study Guide for All Ages Lessons 250 and 330  
 
Object Lesson:  
 
Let’s try to set up a little demonstration of ingratitude. Bring a small piece of 
your favorite candy to class. Work it out ahead of time with one of the students 
to come into class and say enthusiastically, “Teacher, I brought a piece of your 
favorite candy for you.” The student holds out the candy, you take it from the 
student’s hand and greedily open it, pop it into your mouth, and walk away 
without saying a word. See if anyone notices that you didn’t say thank you. Use 
this to illustrate how important it is to say “Thank you.” 
 
Doctrinal Emphasis: Thankfulness 
 
Key Theme: Thankfulness is another expression of our recognition that God is 
sovereign and a gracious God. 
 
As Christians, we often express our belief that God is sovereign and the giver of 
all things to us, His children. We say we believe that God is gracious and gives 
us all the benefits we enjoy. But how often do we show that belief in shoe 
leather, and say to God, “Thank you for all You do for us, and all that You have 
given us”? The ten lepers all recognized that Jesus was able to heal them; they all 
believed that by following His instructions to show themselves to the priest, 
they would be cured of their leprosy. But only one actually exhibited the 
outward evidence of that belief and came back to show his belief by expressing 
his gratitude to Jesus for the healing he experienced. How often do we take for 
granted the multitude of benefits we enjoy, the very salvation that healed our 
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sinful sick lives and forget to show that belief by simply saying to God, “Thank 
you for the wondrous salvation that you have freely given us”? How often do we 
forget that everything we have and are is directly from God and all a matter of 
pure grace? This attitude of gratitude should go down to the very basic things 
that we receive from God. Do you ever thank God for the air you breathe? 
Seems like that is so basic, so mundane, so understood; but if God did not 
sustain the atmosphere around this ball of rock, what would sustain our lives? In 
Romans, Paul states that one of the characteristics of a depraved generation was 
that they were not thankful. How simple it is to say, and how easy it is to forget 
to say (Romans 1:21. How many times does Paul express his thanks to God for 
the people to whom he writes? The idea of thankfulness is almost a lost art in 
our present culture. We have forgotten how to be thankful to God, and that 
deficiency filters down to our human relationships. We need to remember to be 
thankful to God, and to each other. It is amazing what a little expression of 
gratitude will do for the relationship between us and our fellow humans.  
 
Paul tells us in I Thessalonians 5:18, “in everything give thanks; for this is God's 
will for you in Christ Jesus.” “Everything” does not leave any room for 
ingratitude in anything. I think we often forget this. We get so wrapped up in 
our daily lives that we forget that we are not our own; we have been bought with 
a price (I Corinthians 6:19-20). That alone should make us thankful to God. 
 
Thankfulness has a part in our attitudes and mental health. Philippians 4:6-7 is 
the Christian’s key to good mental health—“Be anxious for nothing, but in 
everything by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be 
made known to God. And the peace of God, which surpasses all 
comprehension, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.” 
 
 


