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Lesson 133 
 
Egermeier’s Story: 
 
Page 427 – Peter Learns About Forgiveness  
 
Memory Verse: I John 2:12 “I am writing to you, little children, because your 
sins have been forgiven you for His name’s sake.” NASB 
 
Scripture: Matthew 18:21-35 
 
Teaching Resource: 
 Bible Study Guide for All Ages Lesson 317 
 
Object Lesson: A Paycheck to Contrast the Wages of Sin and the Gift of God 
 
I wonder how many of you have ever been paid for doing some job. You know 
that I work and so I brought my check along today to use as our object lesson. 
 
Let me tell you about another paycheck. In my Bible I read, “The wages of sin 
is death,” Romans 6:23. My employer pays me in money, but sin pays its wages 
in death. Since everyone is a sinner, everyone receives this paycheck of death. 
 
If I should go to the bank to cash my check and find that the bank had failed 
and could not pay, do you know what would happen? Very likely the 
government would step in and cash my check, for the money in most banks is 
insured and the insurance would cover the loss. That is exactly what happened 
in regard to your sins and mine. Jesus Christ stepped in and paid the debt of 
our sins, not because we couldn’t die for our sins but because He loved us so 
much. He became our insurance against having to die. 
 
Now instead of death for your sins, you may have complete forgiveness. For in 
the place of death, the Lord Jesus offers you eternal life. “The wages of sin is 
death; but the gift of God is eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord,” 
Romans 6:23. I had to work for this check, but you cannot work for salvation. 
God says that salvation is for “him that worketh not,” Romans 4:5. Which will 
you have, the paycheck of death or the free gift of eternal life?  
 
(Object lesson by Charles Ryrie, Easy Object Lessons, page 10) 
 
Doctrinal Emphasis: Forgiveness 
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Key Theme: God’s Forgiveness Can Overcome Man’s Sin 
 
The primary word for forgiveness in the New Testament is aphiemi (αφιηµι). 
It means to remit or forgive debts or sins. It involves the complete removal of 
the cause or offence. This remission is based upon the vicarious and 
propitiatory sacrifice of Christ. (Definition provided by Vine’s Expository 
Dictionary of New Testament Words.) 
 
The heart of man inherently knows that he has shortcomings. We make 
allowances for this frequently in our culture and fail to accept responsibility. It 
is noted in our legal system. How many times in the court of law is a criminal’s 
behavior blamed on their upbringing? Deep down, if we are honest, we know 
we have it coming. If justice is perfect, then we must be punished for our sins 
and shortcomings. God is perfect in His character. He is just and punishment 
has to be administrated. 
 
We have heard it said many, “God could never forgive me.” Internally, there is 
a comparison of sinful self to a perfect and moral God. Many possible thoughts 
and attitudes are conveyed in such a statement. They may include, “I am not 
worthy of saving.” Or it could convey the attitude that, “God is not capable of 
saving me.” After all, “…the word of the cross is foolishness to those who are 
perishing…” (1 Corinthians 1:18a). Who knows, maybe pride, rebellion, guilt, 
or a lack of faith get in the way. 
 
There is good news. God completely forgives sin and will remember sin no 
more. (Psalm 51:1, 9; Isaiah 38:17, 43:25; Hebrews 10:17). “…You will cast all 
their sins into the depth of the sea (in reference to Israel)”, Micah 7:19. This 
concept of complete forgiveness baffles the human mind. How can an all 
knowing God forgive and forget transgressions against Him? Finite man is not 
capable of this. Can a mortal man truly forgive a criminal of a crime committed 
against him or his family?  
 
The initiative to forgive sin comes from Him (John 3:16, Colossians 2:13). 
God chose to address the issue of sin. Man’s response is to turn away from God 
when it comes to sin. Adam and Eve chose to hide from God in Eden. They 
chose to cover the consequence of their sin with fig leaves. Today in our 
culture, we still fight the effects of sin. As we age, our bodies change and decay 
before death. Instead of fig leaves, we have other means to address the 
consequences of sin. Take wrinkles for instance. There is make-up, plastic 
surgery, spas, and creams just to mention a few. Mind you, these things are not 
bad. They just do not address the issue of sin with a just God. It is not in our 
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nature to choose God. Romans 3:11b tells us that there is none who seeks for 
God. See also Psalm 53:1-3. 
 
God is merciful (II Chronicles 30:9b, Deuteronomy 4:31). He shows 
compassion and sympathy with the misery of others. Mercy is granted to sinful 
man. He is a God of grace and pardon (Nehemiah 9:17, Daniel 9:9). 
 
“But God demonstrates His own love toward us, in that while we were yet 
sinners, Christ died for us (Romans 5:8).” 
 
There is no sinner out of hell so black but that God can wash him white. There 
is not out of the pit one so guilty that God is not able and willing to forgive 
him. –C. H. Spurgeon 
 


