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Lesson 132 
 
Egermeier’s Story: 
 
Page 425 – Who Is the Greatest?  
 
Memory Verse: John 16:13a “But when He, the Spirit of truth, comes, He will 
guide you into all the truth….” NASB 
 
Scripture: Matthew 17:22-18:14; Mark 9:30-43; Luke 9:43-50 
 
Teaching Resource: 
 Bible Study Guide for All Ages Lesson 317 
 
Object Lesson: Imagine and Visualize Cleaning Another’s Feet 
 
Back in Bible times, people were not wearing cotton, padded socks on their feet 
with arch supporting, athletic shoes. If we were to wash another’s feet today, 
the worst thing we might encounter is a smelly, sweaty foot with a little lint 
between the toes. Visually, maybe that person’s feet are not too attractive. 
 
In contrast, people living in Jesus’ time wore sandals. Streets were not clean. 
Instead of automobiles, walking and animals were the mode of transportation. 
Instead of carbon exhaust, the streets were littered with garbage, urine, and 
feces.  
 
A sandal is not protective outerwear. Imagine the sight. These feet are in 
desperate need of a pedicure. The toenails are jagged with a brown substance 
crammed underneath. There are nicks and cuts. Infection on the foot is 
possible. The feet are probably calloused and maybe blistered from the hike. 
There could be skin flaking off the feet or hangnails. Best case scenario—the 
feet are just dusty.  
 
Would you want to clean that? Jesus did it—times twelve sets of feet. He even 
cleaned two of those feet who were about to betray Him later in the evening. In 
Jewish culture, washing feet was viewed as a lowly service as evidenced by 
I Samuel 25:41. Abigail paid respect to the servants of David. She bowed her 
face to the ground and offered to wash the feet of David’s servants. 
  
It was not uncommon for water to be provided, and individuals would be 
responsible for washing their own feet. However, if guests had their feet 
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washed, it was usually done by a servant. It was not customary for the host to 
wash the feet of their guests. In contrast to cultural custom, the creator and 
Lord of the universe washed the feet of His disciples. Jesus’ actions demonstrate 
incredible humility and service. 
 
Doctrinal Emphasis: Humility 
 
Key Theme: Humility, a Mindset and Attitude 
 
The Greek word for humble is tapeinos. Simply stated, it signifies low-lying, 
lowly. It is always used in a good sense in the New Testament. Secular 
definitions note humility as freedom from pride, lowliness, modesty, mildness, 
meekness. 
 
Jesus’ humility drew others toward Him with this characteristic, Matthew 
11:28-30. During this same time period, the Greeks viewed humility as a 
weakness. They considered it despicable. Imagine that—Jesus was at odds with 
human conventional wisdom of the day. 
 
We are commanded to be humble towards one another. “Do nothing from 
selfishness or empty conceit, but with humility of mind regard one another as 
more important than yourselves; do not [merely] look out for your own 
personal interests, but also for the interests of others (Philippians 2:3-4).” 
 
Humility is a condition of God’s favor. “And My people who are called by My 
name humble themselves and pray and seek My face and turn from their 
wicked ways, then I will hear from heaven, will forgive their sin, and will heal 
their land (2 Chronicles 7:14).” Granted, there are multiple conditions in that 
statement such as pray, seek, and change behavior. But approaching God with 
humility as opposed to being demanding is a condition. 
 
The ultimate expression of humility is that He became sin for us and died on 
the cross for our sins. 


