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Lesson 131 
 
Egermeier’s Story: 
 
Page 424 – Jesus Heals an Epileptic Boy  
 
Memory Verse: John 16:13a “But when He, the Spirit of truth, comes, He will 
guide you into all the truth….” NASB 
 
Scripture: Matthew 17:14-21; Mark 9:14-29; Luke 9:37-43 
 
Teaching Resource: 
 Bible Study Guide for All Ages Lesson 316 
 
Object Lesson: Wind 
 
Wind is one of the symbols the Bible uses to illustrate the Holy Spirit. We get 
this from the words used in the original languages for “Spirit”—ruack in the 
Hebrew and pneuma in the Greek. Both of these can be translated “wind.” This 
can be illustrated two ways. One is to bring a picture of the aftermath of a large 
storm, perhaps a tornado like the one that hit Greensburg, KS, in 2007. The 
other is to take the children outside and wait for a gust of wind. If it is fall, 
leaves will likely be blowing around; and it will be easy for them to feel the 
effects of the wind. Then discuss the characteristics of  the wind. First, it is 
invisible. We do not actually see the wind but rather its effects, i.e. blowing 
leaves, buildings destroyed. This illustrates the invisible but definite work of the 
Holy Spirit. Second, the wind is free. It blows where it wishes (John 3:8). This 
shows that the Holy Spirit is sovereign in His work. Third, wind can be 
powerful, as the picture of a storm’s aftermath can illustrate. Finally, the wind 
can direct. It moves objects in a particular direction. This shows the work of the 
Holy Spirit in directing Scripture. 
 
Doctrinal Emphasis: The Work of the Holy Spirit in Salvation 
 
Key Theme: The Holy Spirit is active in the salvation process. 
 
The work of the Holy Spirit in salvation can be divided into two areas, pre-
salvation and at salvation. The key passage on the pre-salvation work of the 
Holy Spirit is John 16:7-11. The pre-salvation work of the Holy Spirit is 
described by the word “conviction.” This translates the Greek word elegko. This 
word means “to convince someone of something by presenting facts.” 
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Convincing someone of something is the idea. As is indicated by the definition, 
teaching is required. There are three main areas of the Holy Spirit’s conviction. 
The first is concerning sin (John 16:9). The word “sin” in this verse is singular. 
This is referring to the basic sin of unbelief. The second area is righteousness, 
referring to the righteousness of Christ, the only righteous man. The third area 
is judgment. Satan, the ruler of this world, is already condemned; and all who 
do not believe are in that same condition. 
 
There are several aspects of the work of the Holy Spirit at salvation. The first is 
regeneration. This is the act of God whereby He imparts life to spiritually dead 
men. (See lesson 107 for a more complete discussion of regeneration). Several 
verses show us that the Holy Spirit is the chief operator in this process. Titus 
3:5 describes regeneration as being “by the Holy Spirit.” John 3:3-7 uses the 
phrase “born of the Spirit” twice. It is stated in Galatians 5:25 that we “live by 
the Spirit.” 
 
The next aspect of the Holy Spirit’s work at salvation is indwelling. This is one 
of the distinguishing features of the church age. In the church age, indwelling 
of the Spirit always accompanies salvation. This indwelling is not based on 
merit but is a gift. This indwelling accomplishes many things. It allows us to 
know God (I Corinthians 2:12); it allows Christ to be expressed in our lives  
(II Corinthians 3:3); it enables us to witness (Acts 1:8); it gives us victory over 
the sin nature (Romans 8:2); and it allows us to execute the Christian life 
(Romans 8:13). 
 
The third aspect of the Spirit’s work at salvation is baptizing. The baptism of 
the Holy Spirit consists of placing of every genuine believer into the Body of 
Christ, the church. This is a church age phenomenon. 
 
Finally, the distribution of spiritual gifts is another  aspect of the Holy Spirit’s 
work at salvation. Spiritual gifts are a God-given ability to serve in the body of 
Christ. 
 
 


