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Lesson 130 
 
Egermeier’s Story: 
 
Page 422 – The Mount of Transfiguration  
 
Memory Verse: Colossians 1:18a “He is also head of the body, the  
church….” NASB 
 
Scripture: Matthew 17:1-13; Mark 9:2-13; Luke 9:28-36 
 
Teaching Resource: 
 Bible Study Guide for All Ages Lesson 316 
 
Object Lesson:  
 
We try to present object lessons to the students to relate a meaningful truth 
using a familiar event or looking at some familiar thing. In this lesson, we learn 
about Jesus’ Transfiguration; and we will find that this event is an object lesson 
from God. 
 
Doctrinal Emphasis: The Meaning of the Transfiguration 
 
Key Theme: Jesus was transfigured before the three disciples to teach them about 
His coming glory. 
 
It is instructive to look at the context surrounding this event. Peter had just 
made his confession, saying in Matthew 16:16, “You are the Christ, the Son of 
the living God.” 
 
Jesus begins to tell His disciples about His suffering, death, and resurrection; 
and we see Peter’s response in Matthew 16:21-22—“From that time Jesus 
began to show His disciples that He must go to Jerusalem, and suffer many 
things from the elders and chief priests and scribes, and be killed, and be raised 
up on the third day. Peter took Him aside and began to rebuke Him, saying, 
‘God forbid [it], Lord! This shall never happen to You.’ ” 
 
Peter is rebuked for this by Jesus in Matthew 16:23—“But He turned and said 
to Peter, ‘Get behind Me, Satan! You are a stumbling block to Me; for you are 
not setting your mind on God's interests, but man’s.’ ” 
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We know by comparing the timelines of the four Gospels that the events of 
John chapter 7 occur just after the Transfiguration. John 7 presents Jesus 
teaching in Jerusalem during the Feast of the Tabernacles (also known as the 
Feast of Booths). 
 
Look at the participants in the Transfiguration: Jesus is talking with Moses and 
Elijah. Remember that Moses is the lawgiver, and Elijah was the great prophet 
who was taken to the Lord without dying. These two represent the Law and the 
Prophets, which foretold Jesus Christ—Matthew 5:17, “ ‘Do not think that I 
came to abolish the Law or the Prophets; I did not come to abolish but to  
fulfill.’ ” Luke 24:44 says, “Now He said to them, ‘These are My words which I 
spoke to you while I was still with you, that all things which are written about 
Me in the Law of Moses and the Prophets and the Psalms must be fulfilled.’ ” 
 
It can also be said that Moses represents the people who had died and would see 
Jesus in His glory, and Elijah represents whose who will not die and see Jesus as 
He returns in glory. 
 
The observers were Peter, James, and John. It is interesting to note that these 
three are specifically mentioned as being with Jesus during three events. The 
first was the raising of Jairus’s daughter. This is found in Matthew 9:18-26, 
Mark 5:21-42, and Luke 8:40-56. The second was here during the 
Transfiguration, and the third was in the Garden of Gethsemane, found in 
Matthew 26:36-46 (the two sons of Zebedee are James and John, see Matthew 
4:21)  and Mark 14:32-42. If we were to find a common thread in these three 
incidents that Peter, James and John observed, we could say that death was a 
common theme. In the case of Jairus’s daughter, Jesus shows the three disciples 
that He is victorious over death. At the Transfiguration, we know from Luke 
9:31 that Moses and Elijah were talking about what Jesus was about to 
accomplish in Jerusalem, which would be His death and resurrection. Jesus is 
seen in His glory, the way He will appear in the Kingdom. And at the Garden of 
Gethsemane, Jesus was suffering as He was surrendering His life to death. 
These three themes are present in the wonderful confession Paul makes in his 
letter to the Philippians: “that I may know Him and the power of His 
resurrection and the fellowship of His sufferings, being conformed to His 
death; in order that I may attain to the resurrection from the dead (Philippians 
3:10-11).” 
 
What is the Transfiguration? We can say that it is a demonstration of the glory 
which Jesus will show when He returns. That is what Jesus predicts in the days 
before this event—Matthew 16:28, “Truly I say to you, there are some of those 
who are standing here who will not taste death until they see the Son of Man 
coming in His kingdom.” See also Mark 9:1 and Luke 9:27. The disciples 
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needed to have a demonstration of the glories to come. They were going to see 
the sufferings that Jesus would endure. 
 
Notice that Jesus tells the three disciples not to tell anyone about the 
Transfiguration until after His resurrection (Matthew 17:9, Mark 9:9). Most 
likely this is because they wouldn’t fully comprehend what they had seen until 
then. This idea comes through when the disciples ask Jesus about Elijah as they 
come down from the mountain. They were trying to sort this out.  
 
Peter learned that he was not to stand in the way of the sufferings that were to 
come upon Jesus. We see him rebuked in Matthew 16:23 above. Although we 
know that Peter spoke about erecting booths (tabernacles) at the 
Transfiguration, we are told (Mark 9:6) that he didn’t know what he was saying 
because he was terrified. It could be that he wanted to erect the booths to 
prolong the glory. He had been told that suffering and death were to come upon 
Jesus. Peter did not want Jesus to suffer. 
 
In I Peter 4:12-5:1 we can see that Peter has learned well the lesson that 
suffering precedes glory. “ ‘Beloved, do not be surprised at the fiery ordeal 
among you, which comes upon you for your testing, as though some strange 
thing were happening to you; but to the degree that you share the sufferings of 
Christ, keep on rejoicing, so that also at the revelation of His glory you may 
rejoice with exultation. If you are reviled for the name of Christ, you are 
blessed, because the Spirit of glory and of God rests on you. Make sure that 
none of you suffers as a murderer, or thief, or evildoer, or a troublesome 
meddler; but if [anyone suffers] as a Christian, he is not to be ashamed, but is to 
glorify God in this name. For [it is] time for judgment to begin with the 
household of God; and if [it] [begins] with us first, what [will be] the outcome 
for those who do not obey the gospel of God? And if it is with difficulty 
that the righteous is saved, what will become of the godless man and 
the sinner? Therefore, those also who suffer according to the will of God shall 
entrust their souls to a faithful Creator in doing what is right. Therefore, I 
exhort the elders among you, as [your} fellow elder and witness of the sufferings 
of Christ, and a partaker also of the glory that is to be revealed….” 
 
We can say that the Transfiguration was a demonstration of the glory that 
would be Jesus’ when He comes in His Kingdom. The disciples needed this 
demonstration because they were about to see the suffering and death of their 
beloved Master. In addition, the Father instructs the three disciples repeating 
the words, “This is my beloved Son.” These same words from the Father were 
stated when Jesus was baptized at the beginning of His ministry, Matthew 3:17. 
This time the Father adds, “Listen to Him.” This word “listen” can be 
translated “hear” and even “obey.” That Moses and Elijah are taken out of the 
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scene at the very moment these words are spoken emphasizes that Jesus is the 
fulfillment of the law and the prophets. Jesus is to be heard, listened to, and 
obeyed now.  
 


