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Lesson 128 
 
Egermeier’s  Story: 
 
Page 418 – Jesus Heals and Feeds the Crowd  
 
Memory Verse: Acts 16:31a “…Believe in the Lord Jesus, and you will be 
saved….” NASB 
 
Scripture: Matthew 15:29-30; Mark 7:31-8:10 
 
Teaching Resource: 
 Bible Study Guide for All Ages Lesson 315 
 
Object Lesson:  
 
Amanda was playing on the softball team one Saturday morning. Her team was 
ahead by one point. Both teams were playing well. The crowd was enjoying the 
game because there were lots of hits and most of the batters were getting on 
base. The teams were evenly matched. Amanda was playing center field. She 
had caught two fly balls already and had fielded several ground balls. She threw 
the ball well, which was why she was the centerfielder. And she had hit one 
home run in this game. The team really depended on her abilities. The other 
team was at bat, and Amanda was ready for another ball to be hit towards her. 
And that is just what happened. The ball went high into the air above 
centerfield. Amanda was playing close to the bases because she hadn’t expected 
this batter to hit the ball so well. She was running to catch the ball and had to 
dive to catch it. It was a great catch. She hopped to her feet and threw the ball all 
the way to the second baseman to catch the runner who was tagging up because 
she hadn’t expected Amanda to catch the ball. In the excitement, no one noticed 
that Amanda was limping off the field. When she dived to make the catch, she 
hurt her knee. She made it to the sidelines and sat down, unable to walk any 
further. Someone noticed Amanda and called for the coach. The coach had two 
of the players on the bench help Amanda get off the field, then he looked around 
at the other players sitting on the bench. Who would be the best substitute for 
Amanda?  Who could take her place?  Susanne was one of the girls who had 
helped Amanda back to the dugout. Susanne looked at the coach and said, “Let 
me take Amanda’s place, Coach. I can do it.” The coach sent Susanne to 
centerfield to substitute for Amanda. Susanne played well the rest of the game. 
She caught the ball when it came to centerfield, and she made several hits. She 
proved to the coach that she could be a good substitute for Amanda. When her 
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team won the game, everyone agreed that Susanne had been a good substitute 
for Amanda in centerfield. 
 
Doctrinal Emphasis: Substitution 
 
Key Theme: Jesus, in His death, became the substitute for sinful people, bearing 
the penalty of death for the sins we have committed. 
 
The doctrine of substitution must begin with a realization of our sinfulness.  
 

Romans 3:23, “For all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God.”  
 
Isaiah 53:6, “All of us like sheep have gone astray, Each of us has turned to 
his own way….” 

 
And we must understand the consequences of our sinfulness.  
 

Romans 6:23, “For the wages of sin is death….” 
 
The problem for all of us is that we are sinners. The penalty for sin is death. If 
there were someone to take our place, to pay the penalty for us, then we would 
not have to face the penalty ourselves. In two of the verses above, the complete 
verse gives us the hope of someone paying the penalty for us. 
 

Isaiah 53:6, “All of us like sheep have gone astray, each of us has turned to 
his own way; But the Lord has caused the iniquity of us all to fall on Him.” 
 
Romans 6:23, “For the wages of sin is death, but the free gift of God is 
eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord.” 

 
The Greek preposition uper/huper is used many times in the New Testament 
to show this concept of substitution. It is often translated “for” and sometimes 
“on behalf of.” 
 

Mark 14:24, “And He said to them, ‘This is My blood of the covenant, 
which is poured out for many.’ ” 
 
John 10:11, “I am the good shepherd; the good shepherd lays down His life 
for the sheep.” 
 
John 10:15b, “…and I lay down My life for the sheep.” 
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Romans 5:8, “But God demonstrates His own love toward us, in that while 
we were yet sinners, Christ died for us.” 
 
II Corinthians 5:15, “and He died for all, so that they who live might no 
longer live for themselves, but for Him who died and rose again on their 
behalf.” 

 
It is clear that Jesus took our place when He died on the cross. Jesus was 
perfect, without sin, so He did not deserve death. His payment of the penalty 
for our sins was sufficient. We know this because God raised Jesus from death. 
Jesus was resurrected and is now alive with the Father in heaven.  
 
Just like in our little story about the girls playing baseball when one of the girls 
showed that she was a good substitute by proving that she could take the place 
of another good player, we see that Jesus could be our substitute, taking our 
place and dying for our sins. The proof of this is given to us when we see that 
He is resurrected from death and now is in heaven. 
 
 


