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Lesson 124 
 
Egermeier’s Story: 
 
Page 409 – Jesus Heals a Wild Man 
Page 410 – Jesus Answers Calls for Help  
 
Memory Verse: John 5:46 “For if you believed Moses, you would believe Me, 
for he wrote about Me.” NASB 
 
Scripture: Matthew 8:28-34; Mark 5:1-20, 5:22-43; Luke 8:26-39; Matthew 
9:18-10:42; Mark 5:22-43; Luke 8:41-9:6 
 
Teaching Resource: 
 New Testament Overview Section 4 Jesus Raised the Dead 
 Bible Study Guide for All Ages Lessons 250-251 
 
Object Lesson:  
 
There are several possible object lessons available. Some will be interspersed in 
the doctrinal summary. Another object lesson is as follows. Show your class a 
simple trick, such as a card trick or sleight of hand. Then show them how you 
do the trick. Explain that there is really nothing “magical” about what  you did. 
No miracle was performed. Then explain how the miracles of Jesus were 
different. No one ever accused Him of “fake” miracles. 
 
Doctrinal Emphasis: Miracles 
 
Key Theme: The purpose of Jesus’ miracles is expressed in the words used to 
describe them. 
 
The miracles of Jesus were clear and undeniable. The Bible never mentions 
anyone questioning the validity of His miracles. Even His enemies did not 
attack His miracles on the basis of their authenticity. In some situations, we see 
Jesus allowing a situation to get bad before He intervenes. The raising of 
Lazarus is a good example. He allowed Lazarus to die and then lie in the grave 
for a few days before raising him from the dead. There was no doubt that 
Lazarus was dead. John 21:24-25 tells us that His miracles were numerous. 
 
The Bible uses four words to describe the miracles of Jesus. Each word 
describes a different aspect of the purpose of His miracles. The first Greek 
word is dunamis, usually translated as “powers” (Matthew 11:20-21). This 
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describes what the miracle displayed. The power of Jesus was conveyed by these 
acts. Think of a strong man showing his strength by lifting a very heavy object. 
 
The next word used to describe the miracles of Jesus is the Greek word teras, 
usually translated “wonders”(see Acts 2:22). This word emphasizes what the 
miracle produces. Think of the “wow” factor of a fireworks display. 
 
The third Greek word used to describe miracles is sameion, translated  “sign.” 
This word points to what a miracle teaches. In John 2:11 we are told how the 
miracle at Cana revealed His glory. In John 20:30-31, we are told that the signs 
of Jesus were recorded so that we may believe that Jesus is the Messiah. Think 
of a road sign that points the way to a point of interest. 
 
The final Greek word used of the miracles is the word ergon, translated “work” 
(see John 7:21). The idea is that, while these acts are considered outside the 
realm of natural occurrence to man, God considers these to be ordinary works. 
The example would be the job where a person does the same thing every day. 
 
The purpose of the miracles of Jesus was also expressed in direct statements. In 
Matthew 11:4-5, Jesus is asked if He is the Messiah. He responds not by saying 
yes or no but by telling the followers of John the Baptist to go back and tell John 
what they heard and saw; He then lists many of the miracles they would have 
observed. The miracles were His credentials, proof of who He was. In Acts 
2:22, Peter describes Jesus as “a man attested to you by God with 
miracles…”—again stating that miracles were Jesus’ credentials. 
 


