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Lesson 123 
 
Egermeier’s Story: 
 
Page 407 – Stories About the Kingdom of Heaven 
Page 408 – Jesus Calms the Storm 
 
Memory Verse: John 5:46 “For if you believed Moses, you would believe Me, 
for he wrote about Me.” NASB 
 
Scripture: Matthew 13:24-52, Mark 4:21-34, Matthew 8:23-37, Mark 4:35-41, 
Luke 8:22-25 
 
Teaching Resource: 
 New Testament Overview Section 3 Jesus and the Sea 
 Bible Study Guide for All Ages Lessons 249-250 
 
Object Lesson: 
 
In this lesson, we have several parables. Although not in the Egermeier story, 
this passage in Matthew includes four more short parables. Jesus uses the 
parable about the Hidden Treasure (Matthew 13:44) and the parable of the 
Costly Pearl (Matthew 13:45) to illustrate the value of the kingdom of heaven 
and how a person should react when the kingdom of heaven is discovered. This 
same reaction should apply to everyone who hears the gospel. We all know that 
we have done something wrong in our lives; thus, we can all understand when 
the Bible says that “all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God (Romans 
3:23).” The good news is that Jesus has paid the penalty for all of our sins. His 
death on the cross completely paid for all sin, and we know for sure that this is 
true because He was resurrected from death. When we hear this good news, we 
should be like the men in these two parables and at all costs believe this good 
news. 
 
In addition to the parables, we have a story about the power that Jesus showed 
over creation when He calmed the storm. In teaching this story, the teacher 
may want to try to illustrate how powerful this was by asking the students if they 
think they can go outside and tell the rain to stop falling the next time we have a 
thundershower. 
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Doctrinal Emphasis: Omnipotence 
 
Key Theme: When Jesus calms the storm, He is showing His power over creation—
hence, a display of omnipotence. 
 
Omnipotence means that God possesses power to do all that He wills and all 
that is in harmony with His nature. God’s power is so great that He can do as 
He wills, with or without means. For example, He desired to make man. In so 
doing,  He made use of means for He “formed man from dust from the 
ground…” (Genesis 2:7). The same was true when He desired to place 
vegetation on the earth. The earth was ordered to bring forth vegetation 
(Genesis 1:1). The earth was the means whereby He brought forth vegetation. 
At the same time, God is able to act without means. In the creation of light, He 
merely said, “Let there be light.” This was simply an expression of His desire, a 
will so potent that “there was light” (Genesis 1:3). In John 2:1-11, we have an 
account wherein Jesus turns water to wine. He did not do this by touching the 
water; He did not pray over the water—He simply willed the water to wine. 
This sets forth the omnipotence belonging only to God. No man can cause 
something to exist by mere force of his will. 
 
Though God has the power to do anything, it is vital to recognize that what He 
does is regulated by two facts. First, what He does is determined by what He 
wills. God has power to create new worlds. This is beyond debate. This does not 
mean, however, that this will occur. The question is not “can God?” but rather 
“God can, but does He wish to do this?” Several passages teach this fact. 
Ephesians 1:11 tells us that He “works all things after the counsel of His will.” 
The words “works all things” express the omnipotence of God. The words 
“after the counsel of His will” introduce a norm or standard by which He acts, 
namely, His will. And what determines His will? His will is determined by His 
perfect wisdom and omniscience. What He wills is wise; and what He wisely 
will, He does. 
 
This gives answer to a question often asked, “If God is all powerful, can’t He 
put a stop to sin and suffering?” The answer, of course, is yes—He has that 
power. As to why He does not do it, the answer lies in His will and His wisdom. 
His will and wisdom dictate that sin and suffering will be abolished when it is 
His time, in the way He wishes to do it, and in accord with a perfectly wise plan. 
If this does not satisfy our thinking, it matters little since our power, our will, 
and certainly our wisdom are of such small magnitude that we dare not 
approach the problem other than to place confidence in a God of such infinite 
knowledge and power. 
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Second, what God does is determined by what He is. We are told that God 
cannot lie (Hebrews 6:18). God, as to His character, is truth; and though He 
possesses all power, that power will never be used in such a way as to violate His 
character. God cannot sin (James 1:13). This is not a limitation of omnipotence 
but rather shows that God is true to His whole character. His power will not 
violate His holiness. This is summarized by II Timothy 2:13 where we are told 
“He cannot deny Himself.” There are no contradictions in God’s character. All 
His attributes harmonize into one being of absolute perfection. 
 
 
 
Note: The following section can be taught at this time if the teacher wants. 
It is presented here prior to the coming lessons where this material will 
apply: Lessons 126, 137, 139, 140, 141, 142, 155, 157. 
 
Doctrinal Emphasis: Jesus clearly claims to be deity in His use of the term, “I 
am”. 
 
Key Theme: The name God uses for Himself and no other in the Old 
Testament is “Yahweh.” This Hebrew word, when translated into English, 
means, “I am.” 
 
In Exodus 3 when Moses is on Mt. Horeb, he comes upon a bush that is 
burning but is not consumed by the fire. He is addressed by God and 
commissioned to free the Hebrew slaves. Moses asks God what His name is, 
and God replies, “I AM WHO I AM.” 
 
The Jewish people have always considered this name of God to be so holy that 
they don’t pronounce it. Even today, if you hear a Jewish person speak of God, 
they may say “ha-shem,” which is Hebrew for “the name.” We will see in 
subsequent lessons that several times in the Gospel of John, Jesus uses the term 
“I am” in speaking of Himself. The Jewish audience who hears Him say this 
would immediately know that He is claiming to be deity. The New Testament, 
being written in Greek, uses the term egw eimi  /ego eimi/. In English, we 
would say this term by using the pronoun “I” and the verb “am.” But in Greek, 
using both the pronoun “ego” and the verb “eimi” is not the common way to 
say “I am”. The normal way to say “I am” in Greek would be to say simply the 
verb “eimi” with the pronoun being implied. To use both the pronoun and 
verb, “ego eimi,” is to place emphasis on the statement. Doubtless, this is a 
statement about who Jesus is. 
 
In the coming lessons, we will see several places in the Gospel of John where 
Jesus makes the statement “I am”: 
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1 - John 4:26 – Jesus says to the woman at the well, “I am who speaks to you” 

(literal from the Greek). 
2 – John 6:20 – As Jesus walks on the water He identifies Himself to the 

disciples in the boat by saying, “I am.” 
3 - John 6:35 – I am the bread of life. This is repeated in 6:41 and 48. 
4 - John 8:12 – I am the light of the world. We will study this passage at length 

when we get to it in Lesson 137.  
5 – John 10:7 – I am the door. Repeated in 10:9. 
6 – John 10:11 – I am the good shepherd. Repeated in 10:14. 
7 – John 11:25 – I am the resurrection and the life. 
8 – John 14:6 – I am the way, the truth and the life. 
9 – John 15:1 – I am the vine. Repeated in 15:5 

10 – John 18:5, 6, 8 – Jesus simply says, “I am,” in reply to those seeking to find 
him in the Garden of Gethsemane.  


