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Lesson 121 
 
Egermeier’s Story: 
 
Page 403 – John the Baptist in Prison 
Page 405 – A Woman Anoints Jesus’ Feet 
 
Memory Verse: Matthew 9:6b “…the Son of Man has authority on earth to 
forgive sins…” NASB 
 
Scripture: Matthew 11:1-6; Luke 3:19-20, 7:18-23, 7:36-50 
 
Teaching Resource: 
 Bible Study Guide for All Ages Lesson 243-244 
 
Object Lesson:  
 
Get a large bowl of M&M’s. There should be different kinds of M&M’s 
(regular, peanut butter, peanut). Regular M&M’s are the smallest. Peanut and 
peanut butter M&M’s are larger. Mix the three kinds together in one bowl. 
Have each child take a small M&M and two large M&M’s. These three kinds 
of M&M’s constitute a whole person (body, soul, and spirit). The small candy 
represents the body. The two large candies represent the soul and spirit. 
Discuss how when the person is alive, the three are together functioning as one. 
Discuss how upon death, the smaller candy (body) is separated from the other 
larger candies (soul and spirit). Discuss the destination of the body, the grave; 
and discuss the destination of the soul and spirit, with the Lord. Resurrection 
can be addressed by reuniting the three M&M’s together again. Note: When 
using this illustration, be sure to note that this is not a complete picture since 
the candies cannot represent a glorified body. 
 
Doctrinal Emphasis: Sin and Forgiveness—Where are we going? 
 
Key Theme: Details of the believer and the unbeliever: Death, separation, 
resurrection, and defining eternal destinations 
 
Sin is a hurdle we cannot clear on our own account. We all sin, and we are all 
accountable for our actions. There are consequences, physically and spiritually. 
To be in the presence of a perfect, just, and holy God, we have to be forgiven 
because we are all born sinners. Ephesians 2:1 tells us that we are all spiritually 
dead. 
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The eternal path (body, soul, and spirit) of the believer and unbeliever are 
different. The goal of this lesson is to define those two paths. 
 
So what happens at death? The believer and unbeliever both die. Physically, the 
body suffers the penalty for sin, believer and unbeliever alike. For the believer, 
to be absent from the body is to be at home with the Lord (II Corinthians 5:8). 
At death, the body is separated from soul and spirit. The body returns to the 
earth, and the soul and spirit are at home with the Lord. Spiritually, the believer 
has been forgiven of sin because of the cross work of Jesus.  
 
In the future, the body, soul, and spirit will be reunited in a glorified body at the 
resurrection (I Corinthians 15:52). The resurrected body joins the Lord in the 
clouds and returns to heaven. After a brief stay in heaven, the believer returns to 
rule and reign with Christ as a king and priest (Revelation 1:6) during the 1,000 
year kingdom. Believers continue on with Christ after the 1,000 year kingdom 
through the new heavens and new earth on into eternity future. 
 
The body of the unbeliever has the same fate as the believer—death. Sin must 
be punished. The destination of the soul and the spirit is quite different. 
Spiritually, the unbeliever refuses the provision of the cross to pay the penalty 
for sin. Luke 16:19-31 provides some insight to what happens to the unbeliever. 
The rich man in the story is buried; and when he awakes, he finds himself in 
Hades. The description of this place is one of torment and agony. His senses 
are available and intact. The rich man can see. It is hot; the rich man requests 
some water to cool his tongue. This place is separated from peace and comfort 
by a great, fixed chasm. 
 
The unbeliever remains soul and spirit in Hades until after the 1,000 year reign 
of Christ on earth. In Revelation 20, the dead are resurrected body, soul, and 
spirit to meet their maker and are judged according to their deeds at the great 
white throne. Judgment is rendered and the unbeliever is cast into the lake of 
fire and brimstone with Satan, the beast, and the false prophet. It is here, that 
they will remain forever. They will be tormented day and night, forever and 
ever. 
 


