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Lesson 117 
 
Egermeier’s Story: 
 
Page 396 – Jesus Heals a Leper  
 
Memory Verse: I Corinthians 5:7b “…For Christ our Passover also has been 
sacrificed.” NASB 
 
Scripture: Matthew 8:1-4; Mark 1:40-45; Luke 5:12-16 
 
Teaching Resource: 
 Bible Study Guide for All Ages Lesson 33 
 
Object Lesson:  
 
Imagine a long lost uncle who shows up at his family’s reunion. This family lives 
in a war torn country where security, medical care, and food is hard to find. 
This uncle was very successful in life and has come to provide his long lost 
family both safety and protection. 
 
The family does not embrace him. Some doubt he really is their uncle, others 
reject his gifts. He provides medical care to some, but others tell him to stop. 
This uncle is saddened that his family has rejected him when he came to them 
to provide security, medical care, and safety from evil leaders. In the end, this 
family forces the uncle to leave. The uncle goes to a nearby town and provides 
these countrymen security and safety instead. 
 
Ask the children about how the uncle must have felt. If the uncle’s real family 
later called him back, do the children think he would still help them? 
 
Doctrinal Emphasis: The Kingdom Presented 
 
Key Theme: Christ came to provide the kingdom of heaven to Israel, but they 
rejected His message. 
 
While the gospels are part of the New Testament, these four books record the 
final days of the Law. Jesus came first to bring in the kingdom of heaven to 
Israel. John 1:11 highlights this fact saying, “He came to His own, and those 
who were His own did not receive Him.” Jesus fulfilled all requirements of the 
King. He was “born King of the Jews,” Matthew 2:2. He came from the tribe of 
Judah, ranked as a first-born Son of David, and was born of a virgin in 
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Bethlehem of Judea. His claim as King was never challenged. His claim to be 
God is what caused the Jewish religious leaders to turn against Him. 
 
People associated with Jesus also presented the kingdom of heaven and called 
Jesus King of the Jews. John the Baptist preached, “…Repent, for the kingdom 
of heaven is at hand,” Matthew 3:1-2. This was the first message Jesus 
preached. “From that time Jesus began to preach and say, ‘Repent, for the 
kingdom of heaven is at hand,” Matthew 4:17. It was also the message Jesus 
prompted His disciples to preach. Matthew 10:5-7, “These twelve Jesus sent 
out instructing them…‘And as you go, preach, saying, “The kingdom of heaven 
is at hand.” ’ ” This message had no application to the Gentiles, but to Israel it 
did.  
 
The phrase “kingdom of heaven” is found only in Matthew. Each gospel book 
has a specific audience and purpose. Matthew wrote to the Israelites about the 
kingdom. Matthew proclaims the Gospel of the King, not the Gospel of Grace. 
In fact, the Gospel of Grace is made possible by Christ’s death, which is 
historically recorded in the gospels but not proclaimed in the gospels. It is the 
rejection of Christ’s proclamation of the kingdom of heaven to Israel that 
makes a grace salvation possible to Jews and Gentiles alike. 
 
“The kingdom of heaven” as announced in the early part of Matthew’s Gospel 
is accompanied with positive demands for personal righteousness in life and 
conduct. This is different from the principle of grace, where good works result 
from the Holy Spirit’s work in the believer. Under law, works are the 
requirement for salvation; under grace, works are the result of our salvation. 
 
Many become confused by these gospel passages that are written to Israel, who 
was under law. They link passages about the kingdom to salvation. This error 
results from applying Christ’s teaching about the kingdom (which was meant 
for Israel) to the church. The key point is this: Israel’s kingdom was faithfully 
offered to them by their King at His first appearing. Israel, however, rejected 
Him as King and as Lord. The result of this rejection is Christ’s death, which 
lays the foundation for the Church age under grace. 
 
Chafer Systematic Theology, Book V, pages 340-345 
 


