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Lesson 113 
 
Egermeier’s Story: 
 
Page 391 – The Cripple at the Pool of Bethesda  
 
Memory Verse: Romans 6:23 “For the wages of sin is death…” NASB 
 
Scripture: John 5:1-18 
 
Teaching Resource: 
 Bible Study Guide for All Ages Lesson 35 
 
Object Lesson:  
 
Take a balloon and show it to the class. Then ask what will happen if air is 
blown into it. Next, take out a pin or an object that will pop the balloon. Again, 
ask what will happen if you poke the balloon with the sharp object. Instinctively, 
we all know what will happen in both of these cases.  
 
Doctrinal Emphasis: Sin’s Consequences 
 
Key Theme: There are consequences for the action of sin. 
 
Of the seven signs of the Gospel of John, this is the third performed by Jesus. 
The sign is performed on the Sabbath, which irritates the Jews to the point they 
want to kill him (John 5:16-18). From the perspective of the Jews, Jesus had 
violated the law. They thought He had sinned. The Jews wanted to take the 
justice system into their own hands. 
 
God makes His case against sin in Genesis 2:16-17. “The Lord God 
commanded the man, saying, From any tree of the garden you may eat freely; 
but from the tree of the knowledge of good and evil you shall not eat, for in the 
day you eat from it you will surely die.” The expectation and pattern is set. 
Obey the standard or face the consequence, death. 
 
As the story goes, we know what happened. Satan tempted Eve and she 
disobeyed. Adam later followed suit and he disobeyed. They both ate from the 
tree of knowledge. So what were the consequences other than death? God 
informs all three parties (Adam, Eve, and Satan) involved of the consequences 
of their actions. With sin, comes the introduction of pain and suffering in 
Genesis 3. The ground became cursed. This curse remains today as the apostle 
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Paul writes about the “groaning” of the creation in Romans 8. Thus, we have 
thorns and thistles. We have to till and work the ground to eat from the field. As 
I write this in the middle of August, we clearly perspire. Man was kicked out of 
the garden and forbidden to eat from the tree of life.  
 
No one is immune. Romans 3:23, “For all have sinned and fall short of the glory 
of God.” We all fundamentally know this. We sin and we say, “I am only human. 
Nobody is perfect.” 
 
In the case of Adam, he lived 930 years and he died (Genesis 5:5). Psalm 90:10, 
“As for the days of our life, they contain seventy years, or if due to strength, 
eighty years, yet their pride is but labor and sorrow; for it is gone and we fly 
away.” God does not say when death will occur. Death may be later and we live 
a full life. Death could be later today. But sooner or later, we all die.  
 


