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Lesson 112 
 
Egermeier’s Story: 
 
Page 389 – Jesus Calls Matthew  
 
Memory Verse: John 3:16 “For God so loved the world, that He gave His only 
begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him shall not perish, but have eternal 
life.” NASB 
 
Scripture: Matthew 9:9-13; Mark 2:14-17; Luke 5:27-32 
 
Teaching Resource: 
 Bible Study Guide for All Ages Lesson 34 
 
Object Lesson:  
 
Do you know what it means to change your mind? We do it all the time. Last 
week I was planning to go to the zoo; but when I looked at the weather forecast, 
I changed my mind and decided not to go. This morning I looked in the 
refrigerator to see what I could fix for breakfast. I thought bacon and eggs 
sounded good; but when I looked at the clock and saw what time it was, I 
changed my mind and decided that a banana and a glass of milk would be better 
for me and wouldn’t risk being late for church. Have you ever changed your 
mind about something  Maybe you decided to wear your blue pants to school 
the next day; but when you woke up you and saw your black pants in the closet, 
you changed your mind and decided to wear them instead. When I was little, 
my dad told me that I could either go to a movie or go to a baseball game for my 
birthday. I told him that I wanted to see a new Walt Disney movie that was at 
the theater. The next day I changed my mind, and we went to the ball park for 
the afternoon. We often change our minds. Perhaps we have been trying to earn 
our way into heaven by doing certain things and not doing others; later we learn 
that getting into heaven depends on whether we believe that Jesus took the 
penalty for our sins when He died on the cross for us. At the point when we 
believe that, we have changed our minds about how to get into heaven. The 
word used in the Bible for changing your mind is “repent.” 
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Doctrinal Emphasis: Repentance 
 
Key Theme: Repentance is the act of changing one’s mind about something once 
believed. 
 
Jesus states in Matthew 9:9-13 that He came to call sinners to repentance. 
There seems to be a great deal of confusion about this word. Evangelical 
Christianity seems to want to put on this term a lot of connotations that simply 
are not in the Greek word most often translated “repent.” The word is 
metanoeo, and it is a compound word made up of two Greek words. The first is 
meta, which means “with, after, or behind”; and the second is noeo, which 
means “to perceive with the mind, to understand, to have understanding, to 
think upon, heed, ponder, consider.” Together, they mean simply “to change 
one’s mind.” There isn’t really any emotion involved; it is simply that whereas I 
once believed one way, I have changed my mind and now believe another way. 
It is as simple as that. Any emotional response to that change of mind is purely 
incidental; it is just that—a response. Having an emotional response or not 
having an emotional response has little to do with the act of changing one’s 
mind. Knowing the meaning of the grace of God and the immenseness of the 
forgiveness of God may possibly cause an emotional response, but the 
emotional response is not a requirement for the changing of one’s mind. 

Jesus was calling sinners to change their minds—to stop believing one thing, 
believing in themselves or their observance of a religious code of conduct to 
save them—and to start believing in Him, in the fact of His sacrifice for man’s 
sin. He was not asking them to feel sorry for their sins or to make amends for 
their sins, which they could not do. The only atonement for sins is through the 
death and resurrection of Jesus Christ, the only sacrifice for sin. This is true 
repentance, changing our minds to believe the message of salvation from God. 

There are many who teach that repentance requires a change in behavior, a 
change in actions. For instance, if you are always doing something bad like 
telling lies all the time, then those people say, “You need to repent of telling 
lies.” That is a common use of the word repent in the English language, but that 
is not what the word metanoeo means. Chances are, you already knew that 
telling lies was wrong; so you didn’t have to change your mind, you just had to 
change your actions. There is a Greek word for changing your actions—
changing your course. That word is metaballo. Here the second word, ballo, 
means to throw or toss; and when used with the prefix meta,  it indicates a 
change in action. 

 


