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Lesson 104 
 
Egermeier’s Story: 
 
Page 373 – Jesus Makes Five New Friends  
 
Memory Verse: Deuteronomy 8:3b “…that man does not live by bread alone, 
but man lives by everything that proceeds out of the mouth of the Lord.” 
NASB 
 
Scripture: John 1:35-51 
 
Teaching Resource: 
 New Testament Overview Section 3 The Twelve Apostles 
 Bible Study Guide for All Ages Lesson 28 
 
Object Lesson:  
 
In the Star Wars movies, Yoda is the great Jedi Master. His apprentice, or 
pupil, is Obi-Wan Kenobi. Later in the series, Yoda’s pupil is a young Luke 
Skywalker. This is the relationship of master to pupil. The master is the teacher, 
and the pupil is the learner. Jesus is the Master, and we are the pupils. 
 
Doctrinal Emphasis: What is a disciple? 
 
Key Theme: Discipleship—Being a Pupil of Jesus 
 
Disciple is from the Greek mathetes. Simply stated, it means to be a learner, an 
understander, or a pupil. The term indicates thought accompanied by endeavor 
as stated by Vine’s Dictionary. A disciple is, in contrast to a teacher, one who 
follows another’s teaching. 
 
Jesus indicates that the disciple is not to be above the master or teacher  
(Luke 6:40, Matthew 10:24) but is to become as his teacher. Christ is the model 
that we strive to become. 
 
The term disciple is used in association with many in the New Testament. 
Disciples can refer to a group of people. It refers to the apostles in Matthew 
10:1, 11:1. In Acts 11:26, the disciples are called Christians. A disciple can be 
an individual, male or female. Tabitha is called a disciple in Acts 9:36. Andrew 
is called a disciple in John 6:8. 
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In Luke 14:26-33, Jesus also indicates the type of commitment it takes to 
become one of His disciples. A disciple must place the relationship to Christ 
above self and family. We are asked to bear our own cross and come after Him. 
Jesus comes before all material, worldly possessions. Be aware that the 
immediate meaning of Jesus’ remarks in Luke 14:26-33 must be read keeping 
Luke 9:22-26 in mind. The immediate meaning was that Jesus knew He was 
going to the cross, and His disciples would suffer as a result of the changes that 
were to come. Jesus was preparing them for the sufferings that would follow, 
and He knew this was not for one who was lightly committed. 
 
The extended meaning of the words of Jesus in Luke 14:26-33 and Luke 9:22-
26 is applied to Christians in general in the writings of the apostles in those 
passages that discuss the sufferings that a Christian is likely to encounter in life, 
e.g. Romans 5:3-5, 8:35-39, Philippians 1:29, James 1:2-3, I Peter. 
 
It is interesting to note that the word disciple does not appear in the New 
Testament outside of the four Gospels and Acts. As we noted, a disciple is a 
learner; and it can be argued by looking at the writings of Paul, Peter, James, 
and John that they assumed the new Christian would be a learner.   
 
Matthew 28:19 commands to the apostles to “make disciples of all nations.” We 
don’t use the word disciple in everyday English when we mean learner or 
student. Our translators have chosen to give us “disciples” when “students” 
would better reflect modern usage. “Disciple” seems to have a special meaning 
because it is only used in religious circles. Jesus had a special meaning in mind, 
no doubt. He wanted all the nations to be learners, or students—not students in 
general learning, math, or science, but students, learners, of the New Covenant, 
the good news, the gospel, the salvation which comes from believing that Jesus 
has paid for our sins.  
 


