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Lesson 91 
 
Egermeier’s Story: 
 
Page 327 – The Home-Coming of the Jews 
Page 329 – Trouble in Rebuilding the Temple  
 
Memory Verse: Proverbs 3:5-6 “Trust in the Lord with all your heart and do 
not lean on your own understanding. In all your ways acknowledge Him, and 
He will make your paths straight.” NASB 
 
Scripture: Ezra 1-4 
 
Teaching Resource: 
 Old Testament Overview Section 8 The Second Temple 
 Bible Study Guide for All Ages Lesson 405 
 
Object Lesson:  
 
As humans, we are clearly limited by the time we have on Earth. We are born, 
we live, and we die. Eternity is a concept we often discuss metaphorically. For 
example, Mr. Jones has worked at the store forever. But has Mr. Jones really 
worked at the store forever? Mr. Jones had a definite beginning, he was born. 
He had to grow up and educate himself to do his job. His work at the store had 
a definite beginning when he was hired. And his work at the store will have a 
definite ending by retirement, death, or unforeseen circumstances. So clearly 
Mr. Jones is not eternally employed.  
 
Our days in this earthly body are described by God as consumed like smoke 
(Psalm 102:3), a shadow (Psalm 144:4), a handbreadth 
(Psalm 39:5), a breath (Psalm 39:5b), and wind (Job 7:7). 
 
God is clearly different. He existed before the creation from everlasting (Micah 
5:2b). God continues forward through the new heavens and the new earth to 
everlasting (Revelation 22).  
God is existence. 
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Doctrinal Emphasis: God Is Eternal 
 
Key Theme: God is not limited by time; He exists endlessly. 
 
God is above all temporal limitations. He is exempt from the succession of 
moments. Psalm 90:2 speaks of God as “from everlasting to everlasting.” Psalm 
93:2 says, “Your throne is established from of old; You are from everlasting.” 
Psalm 102:27 speaks of both the immutability and eternity of God, saying, “But 
You are the same, and Your years will not come to an end.” I Timothy speaks of 
God as one possessing “immortality” (literally, deathlessness). Since God is 
eternal, the only kind of life He communicates to us is eternal life. 
 
God is able to speak of events future to man as present to Himself. Isaiah 53:6 
is a good example when it says, “But the Lord has caused the iniquity of us all 
to fall on Him.” The death of Christ is future to the prophecy but is stated as a 
past tense as though it were already complete. How can this be? It can be 
because God is eternal. He is not limited by time. An event seen as future to 
man is present with God. 
 
II Peter 3:8 says “…with the Lord one day is as a thousand years, and a 
thousand years like one day.” This is an expression of the eternity of God. On 
the basis of this verse, no man has ever lived one day in the sight of God. If we 
live to age one hundred, this is only about two and one-half hours to God! This 
is why James 4:14 calls our life “a vapor” and why Isaiah 40:6 says that “all flesh 
is grass.” 
 
Since God will never cease to exist, His sovereign control of all events is 
assured. 
 
Excerpts from Systematic Theology, The Doctrine of God by Chester A. McCalley 
 
 


