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Lesson 88 
 
Egermeier’s Story: 
 
Page 320 – The Handwriting on the Wall  
 
Memory Verse: Proverbs 16:18 “Pride goes before destruction, and a haughty 
spirit before stumbling.” NASB 
 
Scripture: Daniel 5 
 
Teaching Resource: 
 Bible Study Guide for All Ages Lesson 19 
 
Object Lesson:  
 
For this object lesson, you will need a picture of a beautiful cathedral. Can you 
build a cathedral like this? No. You don’t have the ability. Can you become as 
holy as God? No. We are not capable of being as holy as God because we are 
sinners (Romans 3:23). We look at the example of the cathedral and realize that 
we are just individuals, and it took many people many years to complete that 
cathedral. We look at the Bible and what it tells us about God and we realize that 
God is Holy. We realize that we cannot be like God. Only God is capable of 
making us holy, and that is done when we believe that Jesus Christ took away 
our sins when He died for us on the cross. Only God has this ability. Just like 
you and I can’t build that cathedral, you and I can’t make ourselves holy. Only 
God can do that, and He does it through the work of His Son, Jesus. 
 
Doctrinal Emphasis: God’s Holiness 
 
Key Theme: God’s holiness cannot be trampled on without severe consequences. 
 
The importance of God’s holiness is demonstrated in the story of Belshazzar. 
The intensity with which God guards His character shows us that He is very 
jealous of His nature; even the articles of temple worship were included in the 
sphere of His protection. Belshazzar had the attitude of self-importance, 
arrogance and conceit because he thought that his status as king of Babylon 
gave him immunity from any other power. This attitude led him to believe that 
he could use a sanctified vessel from the temple of Jerusalem and brought about 
his downfall. 

 



Beth Haven Church Sunday School Series 

 Beth Haven Church 2006 

In his book, I Am, a Study of God’s Revelation of Himself, Chester McCalley 
gives the following definition of God’s holiness: “Holiness is the basic quality of 
God’s character that loves goodness and hates sin. God can do no wrong nor 
fellowship with sin. This is the attribute that separates us from God.” 
 
In the Hebrew Old Testament, the word is  kadash; in the New Testament, the 
Greek word is hagios. Both words mean “to separate.” God is separate from us 
in that He cannot be in contact with or have fellowship with sin. Since we are all 
children of Adam and thus fallen, God cannot have fellowship with us. Evidence 
of God’s holiness is found throughout Scripture. The incident at the burning 
bush, the statements of Job, the many Psalms that declare God’s unalterable 
holiness all show that God is separate from man and cannot fellowship with 
man in his fallen condition. 
There are two attributes of God that express His holiness. One is His 
righteousness, as stated by Chester McCalley in I Am—“God loves right and 
can only be pleased with perfect goodness. God can only accept that which is 
perfect.” The second is His justice, “the aspect of God whereby God must 
punish all violations of his holiness.” These two attributes must be satisfied for 
God to be able to have fellowship with man. 
 
The good news is that the problem of God’s righteousness and God’s justice is 
dealt with at the cross. Christ in His death satisfied God’s justice in taking upon 
Himself the penalty of sin. Christ’s death satisfied God’s righteousness in 
supplying that righteousness that God gives based on the sacrifice of His Son. 
This sacrifice appropriated creates the holiness of the believer, setting the 
believer apart from his former fallen nature. 
 


