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Lesson 85 
 
Egermeier’s Story: 
 
Page 312 – Daniel and the King’s Dream  
 
Note: We use Egermeier’s Bible Story Book because it is a good adaptation of 
the Bible into the language of a youngster. It is not a perfect translation of the 
Bible, nor is it meant to be. We find in this story an example of Egermeier 
interpreting the story in a way that varies from what the Bible says. The Bible 
does not say or hint that Nebuchadnezzar “did not remember his dream.” 
Indeed, verses 8 and 9 seem to show that Nebuchadnezzar knows the dream; 
and if the wise men tell him what the dream is, then he will trust their 
interpretation of the dream. Let’s alter Egermeier’s story to better reflect the 
Biblical account. After the first paragraph, replace the second through sixth 
paragraphs with the following and resume with Egermeier’s seventh paragraph 
which begins, “Nebuchadnezzar became very angry….” 
 

Morning came at last, and Nebuchadnezzar called for the wise men of his 
kingdom. They arrived and stood before him and he said, “I have had a dream 
and it troubles me and I want to know what it means.” 
 The wise men said, “O king, live forever. Tell us your dream and we will 
declare to you what it means.” 
 The king answered and said to them, “The command from me is firm. 
You must tell me the dream and what it means or I will have you killed. If you 
tell me the dream and what it means, then I will give you many gifts and great 
honor.” 
 The wise men said again, “Tell us the dream and we will tell you what it 
means.”   
 
Memory Verse: Psalm 111:10 “The fear of the Lord is the beginning of 
wisdom; A good understanding have all those who do His commandments; His 
praise endures forever.” NASB 
 
Scripture: Daniel 2 
 
Teaching Resource: 
 Old Testament Overview Section 8 Daniel and His Friends 
 Bible Study Guide for All Ages Lesson 16 
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Object Lesson:  
 
Let’s try to illustrate what King Nebuchadnezzar was asking the wise men to do. 
Ask one of the students to take a piece of paper and draw something on the 
paper and have them fold it up. Tell the student to not tell anyone what is on the 
paper until you say it is okay. Have the student put the paper somewhere in the 
classroom. After the student sits down, go over to the paper, pick it up and say 
to the class, “I have found a piece of paper. I want you to tell me what is on it 
and what it means.” When they try to guess, tell them that you won’t allow them 
to guess. They have to tell you what is on the paper, and they have to get it right 
the first time. When they realize they can’t do that, ask the student who drew on 
the paper what is on the paper. Ask everyone how that student knew. Of course, 
that student knew because that student drew it on the paper. In the same way, 
God gave Nebuchadnezzar a dream. Daniel prayed to ask God to tell him about 
the dream. God told Daniel what the dream was and what it meant because God 
had given the dream to Nebuchadnezzar. God gave him the dream to tell him 
and everyone who reads this story what the kings after Nebuchadnezzar would 
be like, and that God will establish His own kingdom. Unlike the kingdoms in 
Nebuchadnezzar’s dream, God’s kingdom will stand forever. 
 
Doctrinal Emphasis: Wisdom 
 
Key Theme: Wisdom begins with respect for who God is and culminates in what 
He has done for us through Jesus Christ. 
 
In verse 28, Daniel honors God as the source of the information about the 
dream. In verse 47, we see Nebuchadnezzar coming to an understanding that 
God is the one who revealed the secret of the dream to Daniel. We can say, 
then, that Nebuchadnezzar has the beginning of wisdom because the phrase 
“the fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom” is found two times in the Old 
Testament: Psalm 111:10 and Proverbs 9:10. A similar phrase is in Job 28:28. 
The Hebrew word “fear” is yireh—it means both fear in the sense of terror and 
fear in the sense of respect or awe. Here, Nebuchadnezzar finds respect for God 
because He is able to reveal secrets truthfully. 
 
God is the source of true wisdom. James 1:5, “But if any of you lacks wisdom, 
let him ask of God, who gives to all generously and without reproach, and it will 
be given to him.” James 3:17, “But the wisdom from above is first pure, then 
peaceable, gentle, reasonable, full of mercy and good fruits, unwavering, without 
hypocrisy.” Proverbs 2:6 “For the Lord gives wisdom; From His mouth come 
knowledge and understanding.” 
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The Hebrew word for wisdom is hokma—it can be used of mental wisdom and 
also the skill of the artisan. Exodus 28:3 describes wisdom as the skill of a tailor. 
Exodus 31:3 uses the same word to describe skill in all kinds of craftsmanship. 
I Kings 7:14 describes the skill of a metalworker as wisdom. 
 

Exodus 28:3, “You shall speak to all the skillful persons whom I have 
endowed with the spirit of wisdom, that they make Aaron’s garments to 
consecrate him, that he may minister as priest to Me.” 
 
Exodus 31:3-5, “I have filled him with the Spirit of God in wisdom, in 
understanding, in knowledge, and in all {kinds of} craftsmanship, to make 
artistic designs for work in gold, in silver, and in bronze, and in the cutting 
of stones for settings, and in the carving of wood, that he may work in all 
kinds of craftsmanship.” 
 
I Kings 7:14, “He was a widow's son from the tribe of Naphtali, and his 
father was a man of Tyre, a worker in bronze; and he was filled with wisdom 
and understanding and skill for doing any work in bronze. So he came to 
King Solomon and performed all his work.” 

 
These verses show us that wisdom can be a technical skill. Daniel’s example 
shows us that wisdom can include knowledge, or mental skill. In Chester 
McCalley’s book “Portraits in Proverbs,” there is a chapter titled “Getting into 
Proverbs or Gaining Skill for Living.” In it we read, “Proverbs is written to give 
the believer moral skill.” At the end of this chapter, we read, “Do we want to 
live life with skill, do we wish wisdom? We must begin at square one—faith in 
the cross work of Jesus Christ.” 
 
Paul reminds Timothy that the Scriptures gave Timothy the wisdom leading to 
salvation. II Timothy 3:15,” … from childhood you have known the sacred 
writings which are able to give you the wisdom that leads to salvation through 
faith which is in Christ Jesus.” 
 
We are told in I Corinthians 1:24 that Jesus Christ is the wisdom of God and in 
verse 30 that Jesus Christ is the wisdom from God.  
 
Wisdom is to be prized above riches. Proverbs 16:16, “How much better it is to 
get wisdom than gold! And to get understanding is to be chosen above silver.” 
 
When we see that wisdom leads to salvation, it is obvious that salvation and 
eternal life are far more valuable than any gold or silver. 
 


