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Lesson 76 
 
Egermeier’s Story: 
 
Page 287 – Food for a Starving City  
 
Memory Verse: Psalm 118:6 “The Lord is for me; I will not fear; What can 
man do to me?” NASB 
 
Scripture: II Kings 6:24-7:20 
 
Teaching Resource: 
 Bible Study Guide for All Ages Lesson 390 
 
Object Lesson:  
 
Put some food items in a box. Tell the students, “There are some snacks in this 
box. If I open this box, will you put your hand in the box and take one of the 
snacks?” Wait for them to answer, “Yes.” Then tell them, “I will know that you 
have believed what I said when I open this box and you put your hand into it. 
What if one of you doesn’t believe me? What if one of you doesn’t think there 
are snacks in this box? Will that person put his hand into the box? Probably 
not.” It was like that for the royal officer in our story. He didn’t believe what 
Elisha said, and he didn’t get to enjoy what Elisha said would happen. 
 
Doctrinal Emphasis: Believing the Prophets 
 
Key Theme: Christians believe the Bible is God’s Word. Knowledge of what 
prophecy is will help us understand the Bible. 
 
Deuteronomy 18:15-22 describes to the Hebrew people how God will 
communicate to them. God will communicate with the people through 
prophets. Note the requirements for the prophet in this passage. The prophet 
will be a Hebrew. “God will raise up from your countrymen (literally, from your 
brothers)…” The prophet will be like Moses. God will put His words in the 
prophet’s mouth, and the prophet will speak as God commands him to speak. 
What the prophet speaks will come true if he is a prophet raised up by God. If a 
prophet speaks on behalf of any other god or if his words do not come true, he 
is to be ignored and is worthy of death. 
 
We often think of prophecy as predicting the future. That is one meaning, but it 
also means speaking the word of the Lord. The message from Nathan the 
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prophet to David in II Samuel 7:1-17 ends with future events, but much of what 
is said is a recounting of the Lord’s relationship with Israel and with David. In  
II Samuel 12:1-14, Nathan does foretell David’s life; but much of what is said 
prior to the predictive part recounts the sin David has committed. The concept 
of prophecy is broader in I Chronicles 25:1-3. Here we see music as prophecy. 
Giving thanks and praising the Lord is also described as prophecy. 
 
Believing the words spoken by the prophets was important to the hearers. In the 
case of the royal officer in the lesson we have just studied (II Kings 6:24-7:20), 
he would have lived to enjoy the situation Elisha described if he had simply 
believed Elisha. Likewise, if we believe the Word of God, there will be 
consequences, both temporal and eternal. 
 
The most important aspect of prophecy is that the prophet’s message was from 
the Lord. Believing the prophet’s message was the same as believing the word of 
the Lord. We know from Ephesians 4:1 and Romans 12:6 that prophecy was a 
spiritual gift given to some believers. The entire chapter of I Corinthians 14 is 
dedicated to spiritual gifts, and prophecy is said to be especially desired. Dr. 
Charles Ryrie in his Basic Theology states that “The gift [of prophecy] must have 
been rather widely given in New Testament times….” He then gives us the 
examples of Agabus (Acts 11:27-28), the prophets of Antioch (Acts 13:1), the 
four daughters of Philip (Acts 21:9), and the prophets mentioned in  
I Corinthians 14. 
 
Today the gift of prophecy is no longer needed. In New Testament times, the 
canon of Scripture was not complete, and all of the eschatological teaching of 
the Revelation to John had not yet been given. Read carefully I Corinthians 13, 
which clearly states in verse 8 that prophecy will be done away. This is 
explained in verse 10, stating that when “the perfect comes the partial will be 
done away.” The word translated “perfect” is teleioj. It could also be 
translated “complete” as it is in Colossians 1:28. Now that the complete 
scripture and revelation have come, the gift of prophecy is no longer needed. 
Note that in reading I Corinthians 14, the gifts are given for the building up, the 
edification, of believers. The gift of prophecy is no longer needed, but now the 
gift of pastor-teacher is the primary gift for edifying the believer. One thing that 
remains the same: we are to believe the word of the Lord. 
 


