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Lesson 75 
 
Egermeier’s Story: 
 
Page 286 – God Protects Elisha  
 
Memory Verse: Psalm 118:6 “The Lord is for me; I will not fear; What can 
man do to me?” NASB 
 
Scripture: II Kings 6:8-23 
 
Teaching Resource: 
 Bible Study Guide for All Ages Lesson 389 
 
Object Lesson:  
 
Billy was an adventurous child who loved to play in the woods behind his house. 
Billy’s parents told him that he could play in one section of the woods by the 
house, but he was not allowed to climb in the biggest tree near the edge of the 
woods.  
 
One day Billy was playing with his friends who dared him to climb to the top of 
the big tree. He knew he shouldn’t, but he always wanted to climb it; and now 
with his friends challenging him, he decided to go ahead and do it. He was a 
little over 25 feet up the tree when a branch he used to scale the tree broke. 
There was now no way for him to climb back down the tree. He pulled himself 
up on a branch above the one that broke and sat there while his friends ran to 
find Billy’s mom.  
 
While Billy’s mom was upset at his disobedience, she loved him and knew she 
had to mercifully provide a way for Billy to get back on the ground. She called 
the Fire Department. The firemen came with a ladder to help Billy out of the 
tree.  
 
Both the firemen and Billy’s mom showed mercy, but they were motivated 
differently. Billy’s mom was motivated by love, like God toward us when He 
provides salvation (mercy) based on love for us. The firemen helped because it’s 
their job, and they like to help people. An all-powerful God (omnipotence) 
motivated by love provides a mercy that is far beyond what any man, who is not 
all-powerful and does not have perfect love, could ever extend to us. Our 
thankfulness for God’s provision should motivate us to honor and obey God. 
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Doctrinal Emphasis: Mercy 
 
Key Theme: God, motivated by His love for us, provides protection to His 
children. 
 
Love, mercy, and grace are three closely related attributes of God. Love is what 
motivates God to exercise mercy or grace. Mercy is the provision God makes 
available to man to meet both physical and spiritual needs. Grace is the act of 
God that graciously gives the provision to man. God loves all mankind and 
desires salvation for all men. God’s mercy is bestowed to all men, but God’s 
grace is dispensed as He chooses. 
 
Ephesians 2: 4-10 teaches how these three attributes of God are related relative 
to our salvation. 
 

• Ephesians 2:4 teaches God is rich in His mercy because of His love for us.  
• Ephesians 2:5 points out how God extended His mercy when we were 

separated (death = separation) from Him because of our sin; and the 
provision of salvation was given by grace, not because of our merit  
• Ephesians 2:6-7—Our position in Christ as believers provides access to 

heavenly places, but most importantly our salvation is an eternal example 
of God’s abundant love, mercy, and grace toward us. 
• Ephesians 2:8-10—God’s merciful provision of salvation is graciously 

bestowed and appropriated (given) based on a faith response. Faith is a 
positive, believing response to the Gospel message. Faith is not a work; 
this leaves no room for personal pride or boasting. We simply believe in 
the power of Christ’s work on the cross for us. As believers, we were 
created to walk in good works. Only those who are in Christ can do good 
works. 

 
Today, our society implies that mercy is rooted in pity for those in poor 
circumstances. For example, charitable organizations will raise money to 
provide for children in third world countries. While this is a noble act, it is not 
the same as God’s mercy for us. God has full knowledge of us, including our 
sinful nature against Him, yet he is still motivated to mercifully provide for us 
based on his love for us. It is one thing to give money to the less fortunate whom 
we have never met. It is quite another to provide mercy to someone we love, 
even when their actions are hurtful toward us. Because God’s mercy is anchored 
in His infinite love for us, His extension of mercy to us does not change based 
on our actions. In fact, His mercy and gracious appropriation of that mercy is 
more awesome when our actions are sinful. 
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