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Lesson 72 
 
Egermeier’s Story: 
 
Page 275 – Elisha and the Shunammite’s Son 
Page 276 – The School of the Prophets  
 
Memory Verse: James 5:16b “…The effective prayer of a righteous man can 
accomplish much.” NASB 
 
Scripture: II Kings 4:8-44, 6:1-7 
 
Teaching Resource: 
 Bible Study Guide for All Ages Lesson 387 
 
Object Lesson:  
 
Bring a short piece of rope or a belt to class. Ask two children to pretend we are 
going to have a race. Remind them that the Bible compares our lives as 
Christians to a race, and we are supposed to run that race like we are winners—
run the race to be victorious. Use the rope to tie up the legs of one of the 
children. “Do you think he/she can win this race?” 
 
Compare the rope to unbelief. Unbelief will keep us from being the Christians 
God wants us to be. When we pray, we must believe that God hears our prayers. 
When the Bible says the prayers of a righteous man can accomplish much, 
remember that the righteous man lives by faith. Faith is believing. 
 
Doctrinal Emphasis: The Prayer of the Righteous 
 
Key Theme: Because of our position in Jesus Christ, we can approach God freely 
and boldly with both petitions and thanksgiving. 
 
In our daily family relationships, we have the freedom to talk with our fathers, 
our mothers, our sisters and brothers because we are in the same family. We 
should have no less freedom to speak to our Heavenly Father, since we are His 
children by faith in Christ. 
 
Prayer is our means of communing with God. It is addressed to God the Father 
in Jesus' name and in the power of the Holy Spirit. Prayer conveys not only our 
requests to God but also our thankfulness to God, and this aspect of prayer 
should not be forgotten. In Romans 1, one of the many condemnations of 
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unregenerate mankind is that they were not thankful.  While God wants to hear 
our requests and petitions, He also very much wants to hear our praise and 
thanksgiving. 
 
In Philippians 4:6 we are told, “Be anxious for nothing, but in everything by 
prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made known to 
God.” But it does not stop there. Verse 7 tells us that connected to this prayer is 
the keeping and guarding of our hearts with God's peace. 
 
One of the applications of God's omniscience is that it relaxes our prayers. 
Because God knows everything we need (Matthew 6:8), we need not be 
repetitious in prayer. Those who know not the Savior believe they must repeat 
ritualistic recitations in order to be heard. We need only tell the Father what is 
on our hearts, and we are assured it is heard. 
 
This does not mean we can ask for anything that we desire, for God does not 
give frivolously or to satisfy our whims. 
 
 “Transforming things, mighty indeed, are wrought by prayer, but only 
 such things as comport with the will and purpose of God.”1  
 
Our prayers are to be in accordance with God's will, and for His glory. Since 
our purpose is to bring glory an honor to God, our prayers must promote the 
same purpose. 
 

                                            
1 Chafer, Lewis Sperry, Systematic Theology, Vol.1, pg 256 


