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Lesson 71 
 
Egermeier’s Story: 
 
Page 271 – Elisha Saves Two Boys from Slavery 
Page 273 – A Room for Elisha  
 
Memory Verse: James 5:16b “…The effective prayer of a righteous man can 
accomplish much.” NASB 
 
Scripture: II Kings 4:1-17 
 
Teaching Resource: 
 Bible Study Guide for All Ages Lesson 387 
 
Object Lesson:  
 
God provides grace to meet our divinely determined, genuine needs. Here is a 
brief story where the recipients, based on an understanding of their personal 
need, recognized acts of grace differently. The owner of a large Kansas City 
company decided to give his employees a $100 gift certificate to a fine 
restaurant for a Christmas dinner. The employees were very thankful. This 
business owner did not owe his employees this dinner, but he wanted to provide 
his employees something more than they agreed to in return for their labor over 
the year. This was an act of grace that was appreciated by those who received it. 
He received many thank you notes. 
 
This businessman also chose to give $100 worth of groceries to a family he had 
never met. Both parents had lost their jobs a few months earlier, and the family 
struggled to purchase food each day to eat. In fact, they only had enough money 
for two meals a day. Even though they woke up hungry, they waited until late 
morning to eat their first meal; and they ate their second and last meal around 
seven each evening. There were no snacks in between meals, and their meals 
never included any meat because it was too expensive. When they received 
$100 worth of groceries from a total stranger, their appreciation for this act of 
grace was much higher than the businessman’s employees. The gift was the 
same, but because this family had experienced a real need for a long time, they 
realized how great a need they had. This identical act of grace was viewed 
differently because of two things. First, the family had a greater sense of their 
need. Second, the family had no relationship to the businessman, yet he still 
gave to them.  
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When God gave His Son to die for our sins, He made all men savable. But not 
all men recognize the need to accept God’s gracious gift of salvation. Also, God 
gave this gift when we were separated from Him. Think how much more God 
will do for us now that we are in His family (Romans 8:31-39). 
 
Doctrinal Emphasis: God’s Grace 
 
Key Theme: The extent of grace one gives is limited by the ability of the giver. 
God’s perfect character enables Him to provide grace that is infinite in quantity and 
quality. 
 
Men can and do demonstrate acts of grace toward each other. The extent of the 
grace we extend is limited by our character and limited power. For example, the 
President of the United States, a very powerful man, can pardon a criminal and 
relieve him of his prison sentence. But the President’s power is limited. He can 
remove the human punishment, but he can’t eliminate the criminal’s penalty 
before God. The President’s power is limited and is under God’s authority. 
Further, the motivation for the President’s pardon may be driven by political 
gain. Unlike God, unregenerate men make decisions for their own benefit. 
Believers, on the other hand, are commanded to demonstrate grace towards 
others (I Peter 4:10). Understanding God’s will through Bible study sets the 
foundation for us to do good works of grace toward others.  
 
God, on the other hand, extends grace to man based on His perfect character 
and infinite power and ability. Unlike a President who has the authority to 
pardon a criminal without respect to justice, God’s character demands He 
provide grace that is consistent with His character. God’s love and mercy for a 
criminal are balanced against His righteousness and justice that demand 
punishment for sinful acts. So while God has more power to provide grace than 
the President, He only does so in a way that satisfies His perfect character.  
God’s pardon for our sins was based on temporal animal sacrifices when man 
was under the law and the permanent, perfect sacrifice of Christ under grace. In 
both instances, the righteousness and justice of God’s character were satisfied 
by the death of a substitute. The penalty for wrong was still paid (Romans 3:24). 
 
The appreciation we have for acts of grace is proportionate to our depth of 
recognition and understanding of our need for the grace supplied. The more we 
understand our need for salvation from our sin, the more we appreciate the 
gracious provision of our salvation.  If we understand our inability to ever meet 
God’s standard of perfect righteousness, we can then begin to understand and 
appreciate God’s gracious provision of salvation. Man tends to focus on his 
own limited abilities and compares himself to other men. This focus cannot 
deepen our appreciation for the need we have for God’s grace. By deepening 



Beth Haven Church Sunday School Series 

 Beth Haven Church 2006 

our understanding of God’s infinite, perfect character and righteous standard, 
we are led to a richer thankfulness and realization of the depth and value of 
God’s grace (Acts 11:23). 


