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Lesson 60 
 
Egermeier’s Story: 
 
Page 237 – God Gives Solomon a Gift 
Page 238 – Solomon Builds the Temple 
 
Memory Verse: Ephesians 6:11 “Put on the full armor of God, so that you may 
be able to stand firm against the schemes of the devil.” NASB 
 
Scripture: I Kings 3:1-9:9 
 
Teaching Resource: 
 Old Testament Overview Section 6 King Solomon, The First Temple 
 Bible Study Guide for All Ages Lessons 165-170 
 
Object Lesson: The object lesson for this lesson is embedded in the Key Theme 
section. 
 
Doctrinal Emphasis: Wise Decisions 
 
Key Theme: A believer’s wisdom is gained from the knowledge of and belief in 
God’s Word and applying that knowledge in our daily lives. 
 
When Solomon is asked by the Lord in a dream what he would like to have 
from God, Solomon answered that he would like to have an understanding heart 
to be able to discern between good and evil. This pleased the Lord  
(I Kings 3:5-10). Let’s look at decisions from a Christian viewpoint. 
 
Man’s ability to make decisions has been noted as one of the attributes that 
God bestowed upon mankind at creation. It is not directly stated as an attribute 
that God gave to man; it is simply assumed since God gave man responsibilities 
that required that he make decisions, and God gave man instructions that 
required him to exercise his free will. You might briefly review the narrative of 
Genesis 2:10-25. 
 
We call this free will “volition.” It is the ability to make decisions. We use our 
minds in exercising this ability. Solomon gave us some very good guidance. The 
Lord blessed his request for wisdom and answered giving him great wisdom. 
Solomon wrote about the wisdom that God granted to him in Proverbs, 
Ecclesiastes, and Song of Solomon. Look at the first chapter of Proverbs. Ask 
the children to list the attributes in the first seven verses of the book (know, 
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wisdom, instruction, discern, understanding, knowledge, discretion, learning, 
counsel). It is apparent that this book is about mental activity—our minds, our 
volition, our ability to make choices. 
 
The very nature of our language makes use of our ability to make decisions. As 
we have been taught many times, the imperative mood of the verb appeals to 
our volition. When we are told to do something, we are given the choice 
whether to obey or not. Try this experiment with the class. Tell (don’t ask) the 
children to raise their hand. Say, “Raise your hand.” Tell them to grab their ear. 
Say, “Grab you ear.” When they have all done this, ask them why they did these 
things. Point out to them that they made a decision to obey what you said to do. 
Tell them that commands like these are what we call “imperatives” in English. 
Ask the children to look at Proverbs 2:2. See if they can pick out the 
commands. Is Solomon telling them to do something here? Ask if they will 
decide to do this. Tell them that the Bible has many commands in it . Look at 
Philippians. There are some great commands in this book. Philippians 1:27 has 
a command in it. Christians are to conduct themselves in a manner worthy of 
the gospel. Any time we don’t act in a way that is worthy of the gospel of Christ, 
we have decided not to obey this command. There is a command in Philippians 
4:4. This is a command about mental attitude. Look at 4:8. See if they can find 
the command in this verse. It is a command about our mind. We are supposed 
to think about certain things.  
 
The Christian life is about making decisions. We decide to obey the commands 
of the Bible. Let’s finish up by going over Proverbs 3:1-6. Ask the children to 
find the commands in these verses. Ask them to look for results that are 
promised. For instance, there are two commands in verse 1, and two things are 
promised in verse 2 if we will obey these two commands. Verse 3 has two 
commands and verse 4 the promise. 


