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Lesson 57 
 
Egermeier’s Story: 
 
Page 224 – David Becomes King 
Page 225 – The Lame Prince  
 
Memory Verse: Acts 13:22b “…‘I have found David, the son of Jesse, a man 
after My heart, who will do all My will.’ ” NASB 
 
Scripture: II Samuel 2:4-6:18, II Samuel 9:1-13 
 
Teaching Resource: 
 Old Testament Overview Section 6 David the King 
 Bible Study Guide for All Ages Lessons 143, 145-149 
 
Object Lesson: Have the children pretend they are going to plant a garden. In 
that garden, we will plant green beans because we all love fresh green beans. 
Since we don’t have any money to buy the seeds, we sign an agreement with 
Mom that if she will buy the seeds for us, we will have a green bean feast as soon 
as they are ready for harvest. We have just made a covenant, a formal promise. 
If we had made the promise without signing the agreement that is written on 
paper, it would still be a formal agreement because we both specified that we 
would do something. The children are familiar with other types of formal 
agreements. Dad will take them out for a treat of some sort if they clean up their 
room, or they get to go to a friend’s house if they have finished their chores.  
 
Doctrinal Emphasis: David’s Illustration of Grace 
 
Key Theme: Just as God’s grace is the basis for our salvation and Christian life, so 
also are we to exhibit grace toward others, remembering the grace that was shown us. 
 
David and Jonathan were friends. Because of their friendship, Jonathan made a 
covenant with David, as recorded in I Samuel 20:16. The two also made a 
covenant in I Samuel 23:18. David did not forget this covenant, as evidenced by  
his actions in II Samuel 1:14-16 and 4:9-12. Then when David had established 
his kingdom, he took action, apparently as fulfillment of this covenant. This is 
the story of II Samuel 9:1-13. We will see numerous examples of a succeeding 
king murdering the families and associates of the previous king as we study the 
history of Israel in the next few weeks. This is one feature of the kingdom of 
David that truly stands out. David’s treatment of Mephibosheth is based on  
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keeping the covenant he made with Jonathan, but it also exhibits the concept of 
grace. 
 
Look at Genesis 22:18 and Galatians 3:16. The letter to the Galatians makes a 
major point that the word “seed” in Genesis 22:18 is a singular noun, not a 
plural noun. We can apply this same argument when we look at Genesis 3:15. 
Here we see God stating that the seed of woman would crush the head of Satan. 
This is the same Hebrew word, in singular form, we see in Genesis 22:18; and 
we know that in both passages, we are seeing the prophecy of the Messiah, Jesus 
Christ. 
 
Now, let’s try to illustrate the idea of a covenant for the class. We want to do two 
things. We want to show that a covenant is a formal promise; and we want to 
show that humans are limited in their ability to make covenants, but God is not 
limited. 
 
 Keeping promises has limitations for us because we don’t have control of every 
circumstance. If we plant the green beans but a rabbit eats all of the baby bean 
plants as soon as they sprout, we can’t keep our promise even though it was not 
our fault. Or maybe there is a bad hailstorm that ruins all the plants before the 
beans are ready to harvest. Maybe you do clean up the room, but Dad can’t take 
you out for a treat because your baby sister has suddenly become ill. We just 
can’t control everything that could happen in our lives—but God can. 
 
This is an aspect of God’s grace that David illustrates with his treatment of 
Mephibosheth. David keeps his promise to not cut off lovingkindness from 
Jonathan’s house. The Hebrew word for lovingkindness is the word also 
translated in various passages as goodness, kindness, and mercy. God has kept 
His word in Genesis 3:15. He was able to do this because He controls 
circumstances. God’s word is a promise; if He says something will happen, then 
it will happen. God is in control, and He kept this promise to crush Satan’s head 
by giving His Son, Jesus Christ, to conquer Satan. Have the children look at 
Hebrews 2:14 and I John 3:8. 
 
God’s grace became reality in the person of Jesus Christ. God gave us His Son 
and thereby kept His word. See John 1:14-17 and Luke 2:40. 
 


