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Lesson 50 
 
Egermeier’s Story: 
 
Page 192 – Samuel Resigns as Judge of Israel 
Page 193 – King Saul Offers a Sacrifice 
Page 195 – Jonathan Attacks the Philistines 
Page 197 – Saul Disobeys God  
 
Memory Verse: I Samuel 12:24 “Only fear the Lord and serve Him with all 
your heart; for consider what great things He has done for you.” NASB 
 
Scripture: I Samuel 11:14-15:35 
 
Teaching Resource: 
 Old Testament Overview Section 6 King Saul 
 Bible Study Guide for All Ages Lessons 299-301 
 
Object Lesson: You will need a label (as from a can of food). 
The lesson: The label of the Christian is love (John 13:35). 
 
What’s this? Yes, a label from a can of corn (or whatever you have). Why do we 
have labels anyway? Why does a manufacturer go to all the trouble and expense 
to put a label on a can? Of course it’s so that we may know what is on the inside. 
If this label were not on this can, I would have to open it to know what is inside. 
 
Did you know that every Christian boy or girl here today is supposed to have a 
label on? Do you know what it is? Listen to the words of the Lord Jesus: “A new 
commandment I give to you, that you love one another, even as I have loved 
you, that you also love one another. By this all men will know that you are My 
disciples, if you have love for one another (John 13:34-35).” The label of the 
Christian is love. In other words, the world will know that Christ lives in your 
heart if you have love for other people. Love on the outside shows Christ on the 
inside. If there is no love, then others can’t tell whether or not you are a 
Christian because they can’t open you up and look on the inside. All people can 
do is read the label. Certainly when your temper flares up and yet get mad at the 
least little thing, you’re not labeling yourself as a Christian. 
 
Jesus tells us in John 14:15 that obeying His words is how we show our love for 
Him. 
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Doctrinal Emphasis: Obedience/Disobedience 
 
Key Theme: Our love for God motivates our obedience of God. Disobedience can 
result in receiving God’s discipline or His removal of blessing. 
 
We see the tragic results of disobedience in the life of Saul when He assumes 
the priestly duty of offering a sacrifice. In I Samuel 15:1-3, Samuel tells Saul 
very clearly to “listen to the words of the Lord.” Saul is told in verse 3, “Now go 
and strike Amalek and utterly destroy all that he has, and do not spare him; but 
put to death both man and woman, child and infant, ox and sheep, camel and 
donkey.” As we see in verses 7-9, Saul did not lead the people to do exactly as he 
was commanded. And then when Samuel confronts him, Saul says in verse 20, 
“I did obey the voice of the Lord.” He then says that he spared the best of the 
Amalekites’ property for sacrificing to the Lord. This results in the poem of 
Samuel in verses 22 and 23. Take time to explain the meaning of some of the 
large words in this poem: rebellion, divination (for this see Deuteronomy 
18:10-11 with the list of forbidden activities following the word “divination” 
providing explanation of the meaning of divination), insubordination, iniquity 
(the Hebrew word means trouble, sorrow, wickedness, or the trouble that 
results from wickedness). 
 
I Samuel 15:22 is an interesting passage; “…to obey is better than sacrifice, and 
to heed than the fat of rams.” Remember that sacrifices are offered to make up 
for sins that have been committed. If there had been obedience in the first 
place, the sacrifice would not have been needed. 
 
How did Saul disobey? He did not keep the commandment clearly given to him 
by Samuel as the “words of the Lord.” Let’s look at John 14:15, 14:21,  
14:23-24. Jesus is talking about keeping His commandments, keeping His 
words. To keep His commandments, or to keep His words, is the same as 
obedience to Him. In verse 15, obedience is equated to love. Obedience is the 
sign of love. If you love Jesus, you will obey Him. This equation is expanded in 
verse 21. Not only is the one who keeps Jesus’ commandments the one who 
loves Jesus, but this love is returned by both Jesus and the Father. Furthermore, 
Jesus will “disclose Himself” to that person. The word “disclose” in the Greek 
means to “inform, make known, reveal.” Proverbs 8:17, “I love those who love 
me; And those who diligently seek me will find me.” 
 
John 14:23-24 expands this even more. Keeping His words (obedience) will 
result in the Son and the Father living with that person, “…We will come to 
him and make Our abode with him.” Then in verse 26, the Holy Spirit is 
promised to be sent in Jesus’ name. From the negative side, we have seen that a 
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Christian’s sins will put out, or quench, the Holy Spirit in that person’s life. 
From the positive side, a Christian’s obedience will result in the following: 

•That person will be loved by Jesus and the Father 
•Jesus and the Father will come to that person and live with that person 
•Jesus and the Father will make Themselves known to that person 
 


