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Lesson 49 
 
Egermeier’s Story: 
 
Page 187 – Samuel Anoints Saul 
Page 189 – Saul Is Proclaimed King 
Page 191 – Saul Rescues His People  
 
Memory Verse: I Samuel 12:24 “Only fear the Lord and serve Him in truth 
with all your heart; for consider what great things He has done for you.” NASB 
 
Scripture: I Samuel 10-13 
 
Teaching Resource: 
 Old Testament Overview Section 6 King Saul 
 Bible Study Guide for All Ages Lesson 298 
 
Object Lesson: “To miss the mark” is the translation of one of the words God 
uses in the Bible to communicate the meaning of sin. If an archer were to shoot 
his arrow at a target and miss the bull’s-eye, the same word used for sin could be 
used to describe the archer “missing the mark.” In an archery competition, 
prizes are given to the archers who do best at hitting the mark. Every arrow that 
does not hit the mark takes away from the significance of the reward given to 
the competitor. If the archer misses the mark enough, he or she will not be 
awarded a prize. 
 
In the same way, continual sinning can result in God removing blessing from 
our lives. Please note, just as no archer will hit the mark every time, neither will 
a Christian live a life without sin. But the archers who win the most prizes hit 
the mark more than others. No one lives a perfect life, but we should live a life 
that is characterized by striving to hit the mark as much as possible. 
 
Doctrinal Emphasis: God’s Plan and Sin’s Effects 
 
Key Theme: Sin keeps Christians from fully realizing God’s blessings. 
 
You might want to look at Barnhouse’s, “Teaching the Word of Truth,” Course One, 
Lesson Two, “Sin: Its Effects” 
 
In I Samuel 13:8-14, we see Saul take on the priestly duty of sacrificing to the 
Lord. This is a sin that causes him to lose the kingdom, as Samuel tells him in 
verse 14. God has declared in I Samuel 8:22 that there would be a king for 
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Israel. This declaration will stand; it is God’s plan. But because of his sin, Saul 
will not remain Israel’s king. Saul will not have the blessing of a kingdom that 
lasts. Although Saul may still be used in God’s plan, it will not be for a blessing. 
It will not go well for Saul. 
 
God’s plan for Israel is presented in the Abrahamic Covenant. The Covenant is 
found in Genesis 12:1-3. In verse 2, God says He will make a great nation and 
make Abraham’s name great; and because of this, Abraham will be a blessing. 
Verse 3 says all the families of the earth will be blessed through Abraham. This 
is God’s plan for the descendants of Abraham. It is an unconditional promise. 
God will do this. Indeed, He has done this in the person of Jesus, our Lord and 
Savior. It is obvious that God had a plan for Israel. Compare Deuteronomy 7:6 
and 10:12. God wanted a holy nation to serve Him; and through this holy 
nation, He would bless the world. God would bless the world even if Israel did 
not remain holy. They didn’t and what happened to them? They did not have 
the blessing of remaining peacefully in the Promised Land. It did not go well for 
them. 
 
For the Christian, sin takes us out of the blessing of God’s plan. God’s plan will 
not be thwarted by our sin. God’s plan will move ahead, but sin will remove us 
from the blessings of God’s plan and it will not go well for us. 
 
Look at I Thessalonians 5:16-22. This is part of a passage that gives Christians 
a number of commands for daily living. There are several imperatives in this 
passage: rejoice, give thanks, pray, and then the negative command, do not 
quench the Spirit. Let’s focus on this phrase. The verb “quench” has a 
dictionary meaning of “put out, extinguish, restrain.” Every other use in the 
New Testament sees it used as putting out or extinguishing a fire. Christians 
are not to extinguish the Holy Spirit within us, but that is exactly what our sins 
do. 
 
Comparing this command to Galatians 5:22-23, we see the results of not 
putting out the Spirit within us: love, joy peace, patience, kindness, goodness, 
faithfulness, gentleness, self-control. Not putting out the Holy Spirit will have 
these operating in our lives. Another manifestation of the Holy Spirit for each 
of us is spiritual gifts. See I Corinthians 12. Spiritual gifts are compared to the 
parts of our body. Christians using their spiritual gifts make the Body of Christ 
function properly. This is the plan of God for Christians. Although sin will not 
remove us from the Body of Christ (John 10:28-29), sin will keep us from using 
our spiritual gifts, from functioning in the Body of Christ and enjoying the fruit 
of the Holy Spirit. 
 


