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Lesson 46 
 
Egermeier’s Story: 
 
Page 170-174 – The Story of Ruth  
 
Memory Verse: Ephesians 5:15 “Therefore be careful how you walk, not as 
unwise men but as wise.” NASB 
 
Scripture: The Book of Ruth 
 
Teaching Resource: 
 Old Testament Overview Section 5 Ruth 
 Bible Study Guide for All Ages Lessons 289-292 
 
Object Lesson: Billy’s dad is in the Army and was called to defend our country 
against enemy nations. When his dad left home to fight for our country, he 
asked Billy to do his chores around the house, study hard at school, listen 
intently in Sunday School, and obey his mother.  
 
Billy loved his dad very much and decided he would be faithful to his dad’s 
requests. The first week went by, and Billy was doing well to finish his chores 
and finish his school studies. About two weeks after his dad had gone to war, 
Billy’s friend asked him to spend the night. He hadn’t done all of his chores yet, 
but he told his mom he had so he could go to his friend’s as soon as possible. 
She didn’t check up on Billy and let him go to his friend’s house.  
 
Later that evening Billy’s dad called home. Billy’s mom answered the phone. 
When Billy’s dad asked how Billy was behaving, she said he did well the first 
week, but that night Billy had lied about his chores so he could go to a friend’s 
house. When Billy came home the next morning, his mom let him know his dad 
called and was sad he had not been faithful to him.  
 
How do you think this made Billy feel? At the moment Billy’s friend asked him 
to spend the night at his house, Billy forgot about what was right and instead got 
excited about immediate fun. If he had spent another 30 minutes doing chores, 
Billy would have still had fun at his friend’s but would also have been faithful to 
his dad. Its easy to put short-term desires ahead of what is best in the long-term, 
but doing what is best in the long run always brings the greatest reward. 
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Doctrinal Emphasis: Faithfulness Vs. Idolatry 
 
Key Theme: Man tends to replace God with a focus on what he desires and 
idolizes. Faithfulness to God leaves no room for idolizing anything other than God. 
 
Colossians 3:5 -  “Therefore consider the members of your earthly body as dead 
to immorality, impurity, passion, evil desire, and greed, which amounts to 
idolatry.” 
 
In this passage, the word “which” has as its antecedent the word “greed.” This 
directly links greed to idolatry. Think of it as “greed=idolatry.” The Greek word 
used here for greed is translated in Mark 7:22 as “coveting” and in 
II Corinthians 9:5 as “covetousness.”  
 
In the book of Judges, the Israelites fell to idolatry over and over. The idolatry 
to which they fell was somewhat different in form than what we experience in 
our society. Their idolatry was based on images crafted by men’s hands. The 
idolatry of our society surfaces most often as greed and covetousness. It is true, 
though, that image-based idolatry continues in our society as evidenced by the 
idols of Mary that abound throughout the Catholic community. 
 
Regardless of the form of idolatry, the result is the same. People worship that 
which is not God. They look to sources other than God for their blessings, for 
their comfort, and for their needs. They place their hopes in that which is not 
God. Throughout Judges we see God responding to the cries of His people even 
though they have forsaken Him to their own peril. We see from the Old 
Testament that God is faithful to His promises to His people. His 
unconditional promises still stand. The Jewish people today are evidence of 
that. They continue as a distinct people, not because of their faithfulness to God 
but because of God’s faithfulness to His promises. 
 
Ask the class to think about the pattern we see in Judges:  
 
 The Israelites allow intermarriage and drift away from God’s law. 
  They begin to worship other gods.  
  They become enslaved by other rulers.  
  They cry out to God for deliverance. 
 
 God sends a judge. 
  They are delivered from the bondage to another nation. 
  They remain in peace for awhile under the rule of the judge. 
 
 Then they drift away and the cycle begins again. 
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As Christians, is there something to be learned from this pattern?  How do we 
remain faithful to our Heavenly Father? How do we make sure that we don’t 
allow this cycle to begin in our lives? 
 
This is the reason that Jesus said the greatest commandment is “You shall love 
the Lord your God with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all your 
mind (Matthew 22:37).” 
  
To do this requires your whole being to be involved— 
 To love the Lord with your mind requires study of His Word.  
 To love Him with your heart requires spending time in prayer and worship. 
 To love Him with your soul requires faith in who He says He is. 


