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Lesson 39 
 
Egermeier’s Story: 
 
Page 139 – Joshua Is Tricked by Strangers 
Page 140 – The Sun and the Moon Stand Still 
 
Memory Verse: Philippians 4:13 “I can do all things through Him who 
strengthens me.” NASB 
 
Scripture: Joshua 9:3-27, Joshua 10-12 
 
Teaching Resource: 
 Bible Study Guide for All Ages Lessons 77-79 
 
Object Lesson: The doctrinal emphasis section compares the full armor of God 
with the armor of the Roman soldier. This comparison shall serve as the object 
lesson. Show a picture of a Roman soldier to make the lesson more vivid. 
 
Doctrinal Emphasis: Conquering Sin 
 
Key Theme: The ability of the believer to conquer sin in life rests solely on the use 
of the armor God has given us. The victory is truly the Lord’s. 
 
We must try to make sure the class understands why the Israelites are 
conquering these people in the Promised Land. At first, the story appears to 
present the Israelites as conquerors. But let’s look at how God views this entry 
into the Promised Land. First, look at Genesis 15:16. There is a clear 
implication here that one day these people who are being conquered would fill 
their “iniquity quota,” and God makes it clear that He will drive these people 
out. In Exodus 33:2, God says He will use an angel to drive them out. (if you 
want to see the reality of this, look at Joshua 5:13ff). There are other instances 
where God says He will drive these people out of the land that God had 
promised to Abraham’s descendants. Exodus 34:10-17 gives us a glimpse of 
why these people were being driven out of the land. They worshiped other gods; 
and in Deuteronomy 20:17-18, God makes it clear that not only the worship of 
the other gods was wrong, but He calls the things they did for their gods 
“detestable.” Make no mistake that God is involved in this action. 
Deuteronomy 7:1-7 makes this clear. In verses 1 and 2, God “brings” the 
Israelites into the land and God “delivers” these people into the hands of the 
Israelites. And Joshua tells the people in Joshua 3:10 that God will “dispossess”  
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these people. Truly the battle is repeatedly presented as the Lord’s battle; but in 
every case, the Israelites fought in the battle. 
 
For the Christian, God has presented a great object lesson for us in the 
conquest of the Promised Land. Just as the Israelites were conquering the 
inhabitants of the Promised Land because of their iniquity (their sins), we must 
conquer sin in our lives. And just as the Israelites had to fight the battle even 
though the battle was very much the Lord’s, we must battle sin and the battle is 
the Lord’s. He has given us the armor for the battle. 
 
Ephesians 6:10-20 presents the battle of the Christian against sin in terms of the 
armor needed for battle. Please read this over a couple of times. Verses 10-12 
point out that the battle is spiritual. Since the battle against sin is a spiritual 
battle, it only makes sense that we would use spiritual armor. Verses 13-17 
compare physical armor to the spiritual counterpart: 
 
 Physical Armor Spiritual Counterpart 
 
 gird your loins (belt) truth  
In the ancient society, the warrior wore flowing clothing that would need to be 
tucked up in the belt, out of the way of the legs for good mobility. Spiritually, we 
can’t run into battle without knowledge of God’s Truth. 
 
 breastplate righteousness 
In the Greek, the word “righteousness” has a definite article. This is God’s 
righteousness, not our own legalistic goodness. If you look at the passages from 
the Old Testament that are quoted here, you will see that we are talking about 
God’s righteousness.  
 
 footwear (boots) preparation of the gospel 
  of peace 
Good footwear gives the soldier a good foundation. The foundation for spiritual 
battle is in preparation in Christian doctrines. 
 
 shield faith 
As we have often seen, the provisions for the Christian are acquired by faith. 
We take what we know, then believe it to make it so. 
 
 helmet salvation 
That we are saved and part of God’s family is protective. 
 
 sword Word of God 
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All of the other armor is protective—defensive. The sword is the weapon—
offensive. In spiritual warfare, we have only one offensive weapon, God’s Word. 
 
With the armor in place, the battle is described in verses 18-20. Notice that in 
verse 18, the soldiers are to use “prayer and petition, praying at all times.” In 
verse 18, the prayers are for all saints; then in verses 19 and 20, the prayer is 
applied to the apostle so that he might be able to use his spiritual gift. The 
concept is clear: Put on spiritual armor to do battle in the spiritual arena. As 
with all battles, there must be good communication lines from the headquarters 
to the battlefield. Obviously, this is prayer; and the result is the enabling of the 
spiritual gifts of those for whom we pray. 
 


