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Lesson 37 
 
Egermeier’s Story: 
 
Page 132 – Crossing the Jordan 
Page 133 – The Walls of Jericho  
 
Memory Verse: Hebrews 11:30 “By faith the walls of Jericho fell down after 
they had been encircled for seven days.” NASB 
 
Scripture: Joshua 3-6 
 
Teaching Resource: 
 Old Testament Overview Section 5 Jordan and Jericho 
 Bible Study Guide for All Ages Lessons 71-74 
 
Object Lesson: This lesson provides the opportunity to discuss communion as 
an object lesson. The key passage on communion is I Corinthians 11:23-26. 
Communion involves two symbols. The bread represents Christ’s body, and the 
cup of wine/juice represents His blood. We do communion regularly for two 
reasons. First, it is a reminder of the fact and the significance of His life and 
death. Second, it is a proclamation to others of the significance of His death. 
 
Doctrinal Emphasis: Memorials and Rites 
 
Key Theme: God must be approached on His terms, not ours. 
 
The Mosaic Law establishes patterns of worship that we might view as ritual. 
The specific intent of the ritual was to show that God expected to be worshiped 
in a precise manner. The precision specified by the Law for the manner of 
worship was indicative of the holiness of God. God was not to be approached in 
just any manner. There was one way to approach God in worship. 
 
Also, seven festivals were instituted that were to be observed each year. The 
Law also included the concept of the Sabbath, which was a weekly observance. 
These were things the Jewish people were expected to do. In fact, they are 
commanded to do them. God was not giving them things to do to earn 
righteousness. In each case, the activity was a symbol designed to remind the 
Israelites of something specific. The Sabbath was a memorial of the six days of 
creation and God’s cessation of His creative action on the seventh day. The 
Feast of the Passover was a memorial, a reminder of God’s provision for the 
messenger of death to pass over the household of the Israelites in Egypt. In each 
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case, the activity acted as a reminder, a memorial concerning something that 
God had done for them. 
 
In Joshua 4, after crossing the Jordan, Joshua erects a monument of twelve 
stones; in verses 6 and 7, the specific intent of the monument is stated to be an 
answer for the children who would someday ask the meaning of the monument 
so that the powerful acts of deliverance that God had performed for the 
Israelites would be remembered from generation to generation. 
 
As Christians, we have only two similar activities. We have the Lord’s Supper, 
or communion, and we have water baptism. These two activities have specific 
purposes. The Lord’s Supper is performed on a repeated basis by believers 
specifically as a memorial, a reminder, of Jesus Christ (I Corinthians 11:24), 
His death, and His coming again (I Corinthians 11:26).  
 
The rite of baptism is never commanded to be performed repeatedly by a 
believer; it is performed once as a symbol of the believer’s union with Christ. 
The order is always believe first, then be baptized. 
 
Although it is good for Christians to learn about the rituals and the memorials 
of the Israelites, we need to keep in mind that they were not intended for 
Christians. We can learn about God’s holiness from these lessons. We can learn 
about His awesome power and the love for His chosen people from the lessons 
about the Israelites. But Christians are under a different covenant with God 
than the Israelites; we are under a New Covenant as Jesus pointed out in 
Matthew 26:27-28, “And when He had taken a cup and given thanks, He gave it 
to them, saying, ‘Drink from it, all of you; for this is My blood of the covenant, 
which is poured out for many for forgiveness of sins.’ ” 


