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Lesson 32 
 
Egermeier’s Story: 
 
Page 113 – The Twelve Spies  
 
Memory Verse: Numbers 11:23 “And the LORD said to Moses, ‘Is the LORD’S 
power limited? Now you shall see whether My word will come true for you or 
not.’ ” NASB 
  
Scripture: Numbers 13-14 
 
Teaching Resource:  
 Old Testament Overview Section 4 The Twelve Spies 
 Bible Study Guide for All Ages Lesson 221 
 
Object Lesson: Put a coin in your hand. Tell one of the children that you 
promise this money will be theirs. Say plainly, “I promise this coin will be 
yours.” Hold your hand in front of you. If the child takes the coin, it is his. If the 
child doesn’t take the coin, it is not yet his. The coin is still a coin. It only has to 
be taken to be possessed and enjoyed. 
 
Doctrinal Emphasis: God’s Promises and Our Faith 
 
Key Theme: Faith allows us to enjoy the fruits of God’s promises. 
 
We see in the narrative of Numbers 13-14 the failure of the Israelites to believe 
that God would give them the land that He had promised. We look at this 
situation from our vantage and wonder why, after all the signs and miracles that 
had been performed before these people, they could have been so unable to 
believe. Possibly, they were looking solely to Moses and not to God. The “ten 
times” spoken of by the Lord in Numbers 14:22 are probably these:  
 
1. Exodus 14:11-12 - at the edge of the Red Sea. Remember that they had seen 
 the plagues that God had put upon Egypt.  
2. Exodus 15:23-24 - in the wilderness at Marah where the water was bitter. 
 They had just been delivered through the Red Sea.  
3. Exodus 16:2 - Here they are hungry. God had just provided them with water.  
4. Exodus 16:20 - They disobeyed the instruction concerning keeping manna  
 overnight.  
5. Exodus 16:27 - They disobeyed the instruction concerning gathering manna  
 on the seventh day.  
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6. Exodus 17:1-3 – Again, they complain about a lack of water.  
7. Exodus 32:7 - Here they form an image of a calf to worship.  
8. Numbers 11:1 - This is just general complaining and grumbling.   
9. Numbers 11:4 - Here they complain that they want meat. 
10. Numbers 14 - Now they won’t trust the Lord to give them the  
 Promised Land. 
 
They reject God and His provisions at every turn although, in light of what they 
have seen with their own eyes, it seems unfathomable that the Israelites should 
do this. But we should consider our own lives as we judge them. Do we ever 
worry? Do we ever brood over our individual futures, the futures of our 
children, parents, and church? We have more information than the Israelites 
upon which to base our trust in our Heavenly Father. Though we haven’t seen 
these miracles with our own eyes, we have God’s Word that tells us of these 
signs and many more. It is easy to judge them for their unbelief, but we find 
ourselves rejecting God in our own lives if we are not diligent to keep their 
example fresh in our minds. 
 
God has given two kinds of promises—conditional and unconditional. God 
promised Abraham a land, descendants, and blessing. There were no conditions 
put upon Abraham for this promise to be fulfilled. God promised the Israelites 
that things would go well in the land He was giving them IF they would obey 
His commandments and keep His statutes. The condition of obedience was put 
upon this promise. In both conditional and unconditional promises, the 
expectation is to simply believe God—to have faith that because God has said 
so, it will be so. 
 
Matthew 6:26, “Look at the birds of the air, that they do not sow, nor reap, nor 
gather into barns, and yet your heavenly Father feeds them. Are you not worth 
much more than they?” Did not our Heavenly Father provide His Son to 
redeem us from slavery to sin and then adopt us as His own children (Romans 
8:15, Galatians 4:5)? God’s promises to care for us are real. When we believe the 
promises, we bring them into our lives. If the Israelites at Kadesh-Barnea had 
believed God’s promise to give them the land (like Caleb and Joshua believed), 
they would have brought the promise into their own lives. Our faith doesn’t 
affect God’s promises; it just applies to our own lives the promises that God has 
made. Our faith lets us enjoy the fruits of His promises. God’s promises stand. 
If you want those promises, just believe them. 
 
 


