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Lesson 27 
 
Egermeier’s Story: 
 
Page 95 – Moses Holds Up His Hands 
Page 95 – Jethro Advises Moses  
 
Memory Verse: Ephesians 4:7 “But to each one of us grace was given according 
to the measure of Christ’s gift.” NASB 
 
Scripture: Exodus 17:8-16, Exodus 18 
 
Teaching Resource: 
 Bible Study Guide for All Ages Lesson 65-66 
 
Object Lesson: Teach the children the analogy of the body parts. God has given 
us the perfect “object lesson” right here in His Word. Remember, the reason 
for the different gifts is compared to the body also in Ephesians 4:16,  
“…according to the proper working of each individual part, causes the growth 
of the body for the building up of itself in love.” The growth and building up of 
the body of Christ are the reasons for spiritual gifts.  
 
Doctrinal Emphasis: Dividing the Responsibility – Introduction to Gifts, part 1 
 
Key Theme: Through the administration of the Holy Spirit and Christ, God gives 
each believer gifts, or special abilities, to help the church function. 
 
In the story of Jethro advising Moses to divide the responsibility among the 
leaders of the Israelites, there can be lessons drawn concerning leadership, 
responsibility, pride, delegating—the list goes on. We want to introduce God’s 
plan for sharing the responsibility in His Son’s body, the church. Seeing how 
God, through Jethro, led Moses to share responsibility and authority for leading 
the people, we want to look at how this concept carries into the Christian life, 
especially how God has chosen to work His plan through the church, the body 
of Christ. 
 
Two key passages concerning this are Ephesians 4:1-16 and 1 Corinthians 12. 
Romans 12:3-8 (and context) and I Peter 4:10 are also important passages.  
Please read through these passages. 
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Basic doctrines about gifts: 
 
Definition: A spiritual gift is a God-given ability for serving the body of Christ 
(believers).  
 
Christ and the Holy Spirit are the givers of gifts. Although there is a close 
connection between gifts and talents, talents are not necessarily used for serving 
the body of Christ. Spiritual gifts are NOT offices or places of service, not a 
ministry to a specific age group (they are gifts to the body in general). Natural 
talents are given by God through our parents, basically at birth, but may be 
developed to one degree or another as we grow. Spiritual gifts are given by God 
independent of our parents and are evidently given when we enter into the body 
of Christ (when we first believe that Jesus died for our sins). Talents can be used 
to benefit mankind in general, but spiritual gifts are used to benefit the body of 
Christ.  
 
I Peter 4:10 makes it clear that every believer has at least one gift, and each 
believer is to use it. The analogy of the body makes it clear that no believer has 
all the gifts in full measure because no one believer is the whole body. 
 
 
This is a basic introduction to spiritual gifts. The next hour will build on this with 
some explanations of the gifts that are operable today. 


