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Lesson 17 
 
Egermeier’s Story: 
 
Page 61 – Joseph’s Brothers Return to Egypt 
Page 64 – Joseph Makes Himself Known  
Video: Joseph and the Reunion 
 
Memory Verse: Genesis 45:8 “Now, therefore, it was not you who sent me 
here, but God; and He has made me a father to Pharaoh and lord of all his 
household and ruler over all the land of Egypt.” NASB 
 
Scripture: Genesis 43:1-45:24 
 
Teaching Resource: 
 Old Testament Overview Section 3 Joseph the Ruler 
 Bible Study Guide for All Ages Lessons 7-10 
 
Object Lesson: The life of Joseph is an excellent object lesson of God’s 
sovereign plan. Review with the students how a seemingly random set of events 
all work out for the preservation of God’s chosen people during a time of 
famine. Also, show how God can even use man’s sinful acts (Joseph’s brothers 
selling him as a slave) to bring about His sovereign plan. 
 
Doctrinal Emphasis: God’s Sovereign Plan 
 
Key Theme: God has a plan for you. 
 
Through Joseph’s life, we see that God is in control. When we say that God has 
a sovereign plan, we are confirming that we believe God is in control and that 
He has set forth a plan. 
 
There is evidence that God has a plan in everyday life. If we consider God’s 
creation, we see design and creativity; but beyond the design, we can come to 
understand the functions of the components of God’s creation. A tree grows to 
provide oxygen during its growth and wood for men to use after it is cut down. 
We can analyze the parts of God’s creation to see the plan that exists for each of 
these. 
 
Each of us is put into God’s creation to perform in certain ways. In Matthew 
22:37-38 Jesus said, “You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, and 
with all your soul, and with all your mind. This is the great and foremost 
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commandment.” We can see that there is a plan for each of us in this statement. 
God has given us the talents that reside in our bodies and minds, and we are to 
use these for God’s glory. This means that we acknowledge where these talents 
come from and use them in a manner that would be pleasing to God. 
 
Romans 12:2 says, “And do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed 
by the renewing of your mind, that you may prove what the will of God is, that 
which is good and acceptable and perfect.” This and the many imperatives of 
the Bible tell us what God wants us to do. Since God has given us His Word 
filled with imperatives that tell us what to do, these make up the plan that God 
has for our lives. Individually, He may use us in many different ways, but the 
plan for Christians is laid out in the Bible; it is full of commands concerning the 
what and how of daily Christian life. Psalm 119:105 says, “Thy word is a lamp 
to my feet and a light to my path.” As we follow God’s commands for our life, 
we walk in His plan, ready for Him to use us as His instruments. By knowing 
and applying God’s Word in our lives, we are making a difference in the world 
around us. This point is made by Jesus in Matthew 5:13, "You are the salt of the 
earth; but if the salt has become tasteless, how will it be made salty again? It is 
good for nothing anymore, except to be thrown out and trampled under foot by 
men.” 
 
The prophecy of the Bible also shows us that God has a plan. His plan for 
salvation was fulfilled in His Son, Jesus. His plan for the future of the world is 
spelled out in the prophecies of Revelation, Daniel, Ezekiel and other passages. 
 
God does have a plan. It’s pretty simple. It is spelled out in His Word. Know 
His Word in your mind, and apply His Word in your life. 
 


