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Lesson 15 
 
Egermeier’s Story: 
 
Page 54 – Joseph, a Prisoner in Egypt  
 
Memory Verse: Genesis 39:2a “And the Lord was with Joseph, so he became a 
successful man.” NASB 
 
Scripture: Genesis 37:36-40:23 
 
Teaching Resource:  
 Old Testament Overview Section 3 Joseph the Slave 

Bible Study Guide for All Ages Lessons 3-4 
 
Object Lesson:  
Illustrate the concept of grace in terms of a gift versus wages since wages are 
essentially the opposite of grace. Grace is unmerited; wages are earned. Ask one 
of the children to pick up the papers in the room. Pay the child with a quarter 
or dime. Talk with the class about earning wages and about how the worker 
should get his pay after he has worked because he has earned the pay. Then give 
another child the same amount. Just give it to this child. Point out that this child 
has done nothing to earn this gift. It is a gift because there was no work for 
which the child was supposed to be paid. Grace is always unmerited. In that 
respect, it is always a gift. (Be prepared to give everyone in the class the same 
amount, or you’ll most likely have some “lively” discussion!) 
 
Doctrinal Emphasis: God Is Gracious 
 
Key Theme: Grace is receiving a gift when it is not earned. 
 
Chester McCalley has written a booklet, “The Grace of God” that covers this topic 
well. 
 
We know that God is gracious. This is exemplified in His giving His Son as the 
Lamb of God to take away the sins of everyone. In fact, we live in the age of 
grace. But let’s explore this a little: 
 
There is the concept of “common grace.” This is the favor that God shows to all 
mankind. It is evident in the beauty of creation, the rain, seasons, harvests, and 
all the wonderful things God provides for all mankind to enjoy. Jeremiah 5:24 
states this principle, but Jesus taught it most plainly in His Sermon on the 
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Mount in Matthew 5:45, “…for He causes His sun to rise on the evil and the 
good, and sends rain on the righteous and the unrighteous.” 
 
There is the specific grace that God bestows on His own. Psalm 84:11 says, 
“For the Lord God is a sun and shield; the Lord gives grace and glory; no good 
thing does He withhold from those who walk uprightly.” God also gives grace to 
the afflicted as noted in Proverbs 3:34. In Jeremiah 3:12, God directly states, “I 
am gracious….”  
 
This concept is carried in more than one word whether we are working in 
Hebrew, Greek, or English; grace, mercy, and lovingkindness all convey the 
concept. We can define grace as unmerited favor shown by one who is superior 
toward one who is inferior. (The terms superior and inferior should be 
understood in a rather relative manner.)  
 
 
 


