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Lesson 12 
 
Egermeier’s Story: 
 
Page 41 – Isaac Blesses Jacob 
Page 44 – Jacob’s Dream  
 
Memory Verse: Genesis 28:15a “And behold, I am with you, and will keep you 
wherever you go, and will bring you back to this land…” NASB 
 
Scripture: Genesis 27:1-29:12 
 
Teaching Resource:  
 Old Testament Overview Section 3 Jacob 

Bible Study Guide for All Ages Lesson 133 
 
Object Lesson: Keeping a Promise 
When someone makes a promise to you, can that person keep his promise? 
Let’s illustrate this in a silly manner. Pretend with the class that you have a box 
of candy sitting on the table next to you. If you promise to give them a piece of 
candy after class, will you be able to keep your promise? Yes, of course, as long 
as you have enough candy for everyone. But let’s say that you promise to give 
each child an elephant after class. That would be silly. Why? Because the 
children know that you don’t have elephants. 
 
Let’s use another example. Suppose your uncle promises to take you to the 
circus tonight. You get in the car to head for the circus, and your uncle 
discovers that he forgot the tickets. You go back to the house for the tickets. 
Then, as you are getting in the car, you notice that you are not wearing shoes. 
You and your uncle find your shoes, and he helps you put them on. You get back 
into the car only to find that it won’t start, so you don’t get to go to the circus. 
Whose fault is that? It’s not really anyone’s fault. Your uncle tried so hard to 
keep his promise to take you to the circus. He found the tickets and helped you 
put your shoes on. It wasn’t his fault the car wouldn’t start. He didn’t have the 
ability to keep his promise because he couldn’t control everything that got in 
the way. 
 
But when God makes a promise, can He control everything that can get in the 
way? Yes. God’s promises will be kept because He has the ability to control 
everything. 
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Doctrinal Emphasis: The Promise of God’s Presence 
 
Key Theme: God is with us at all times, regardless of the circumstances. 
 
(Review Barnhouse’s book, “Teaching the Word of Truth,” Course IV, Lesson VI, 
pages 156-157. The promise of God to be with us is applicable to our assurance of 
our salvation.) 
 
In the story of Jacob’s dream in Genesis 28:10-22, God says in verse 15, 
“Behold, I am with you….” This promise of God’s presence was given just 
prior to God telling Jacob that He would keep him wherever he went and would 
bring him back to the Promised Land. Jacob was leaving the land and was a long 
way from home. He needed God’s assurance, and God added this assurance to 
the covenant that He renewed with Jacob. 
 
This promise personalizes the omnipresence of God. We know from Psalm 
139:7-11 that God is everywhere; He is omnipresent. But the promise of His 
presence to Jacob personalizes this fact and makes Jacob aware that God is with 
him in a manner that implies that God is interested in Jacob. 
 
Jesus made the same promise to His disciples in Matthew 28:20. Since Jesus 
added the phrase “even to the end of the age,” we can say this promise also 
applies to us because the end of the age has not yet happened. 
 
We can be sure that God and Jesus are with us always. Knowing this will help us 
in several ways. When tempted to do something wrong, if we are fully aware of 
God’s presence, we will be strengthened to avoid sin. His presence with us 
should also be a comfort in times of fear and a relaxing influence in times of 
worry. 
 
Try to personalize this concept with the children. Talk with them about God’s 
promises. Does He keep His promises? Is He able to keep any promise He 
makes? We have the promise that Jesus will be with us; can we expect this to 
always be true? 
 


