
Beth Haven Church Sunday School Series 

 Beth Haven Church 2006 

Lesson 2 
 
Egermeier’s Story: 
 
 Page 15 - The First Children 

 
Memory Verse: John 1:3a “All things came into being by Him…” NASB 
 
Scripture: Genesis 4 
 
Teaching Resource:  
 Old Testament Overview Section 2 The Fall 

Bible Study Guide for All Ages Lessons 39-41 
 
Object Lesson: You will need a rabbit skin or other piece of fur. 
 
The teacher will have an animal pelt, such as a rabbit skin. The intention is to 
use exactly the same object lesson that God used for Adam and Eve when they 
first disobeyed God. After Adam and Eve had sinned, they tried to cover 
themselves with leaves; but God gave them clothing made of animal skins. The 
simple question is, “Where is the animal?” The animal is not here. It died. Two 
things happened—the animal died and its blood was shed. 
 
Doctrinal Emphasis: Cain’s Sin 
 
Key Theme: Following God’s will (God’s way) affirms and acknowledges that 
God’s will is better than man’s will. No matter how well intended, putting man’s will 
above God’s always leads to pain and sorrow. 
 
Although Genesis 4:5 gives us no specific reason why God had no regard for 
Cain’s offering, we can make observations about why this was. Consider that 
God uses object lessons in teaching us what He wants us to know. Creation 
could be said to be an object lesson about God’s very nature, especially His 
awesome power and wisdom. The object lesson of Genesis 3:21 was that sin 
causes death. God made the first sacrifice in order to cover Adam and Eve’s 
nakedness, which had only become an issue since their sin. Animals died to 
provide this covering. Although there is no specific command in the early 
portions of Genesis that men must offer sacrifices, we can surmise that God 
expected sacrifices to be made as a continuous reminder of the relationship 
between sin and death because, even without evidence of such a command, 
Abel, Noah, Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob offered sacrifices. In later revelation 
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(Leviticus 2:1, 4, 14, 15), grain offerings would be appropriate, but we have no 
mention of this being the case prior to the Law. Perhaps part of the reason God 
had no regard for Cain’s offering was that it did not continue the object lesson 
of death resulting from sin. Hebrews 11:4 mention this incident and tells us that 
Abel’s sacrifice was better. Hebrews 12:24 tells us that Jesus provided a better 
sacrifice than Abel. The mention of blood in 12:24 is significant, implying the 
need for death to be part of the sacrifice.  
 
Although Cain had a bad attitude concerning this incident, his attitude is said 
to come after God had no regard for his offering. At this point, God counsels 
him concerning mastering sin. Obviously, Cain did not heed God’s counsel; 
and I John 3:12 offers further explanation of the murder of Abel. 
 
This example of sin on the part of Cain should provide us with insight on the 
very nature of sin itself. Cain wanted to provide his own offering—the fruits of 
his effort in the field, not the sacrifice that was expected by God. He was 
exerting his will over God’s will. This is the essence of sin—that which is not 
God’s will. 
 
Cain wanted to do things his way; but God did not accept Cain’s way and this 
angered Cain. In Genesis 4:7, God points out to Cain that it is Cain’s own 
choice; it is up to his volition. He can choose to do what is right. Choosing 
God’s way is our own choice. 
 


