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Thank you | Miigwech
I am grateful to speak to you today from Treaty 1 territory, ancestral lands and 
traditional territory of the Anishinaabeg, Cree, Oji-Cree, Dakota, and Dene Peoples, 
and on the homeland of the Métis.



MY BACKGROUND

• European – Ancestors came to 
the Canadian Prairies from 
Iceland, UK 

• Born and raised in ON – grew up 
in Ottawa and Gatineau 

• Worked in Southern Ontario, 
Yukon, Rocky Mountains, USA, 
and South America

• Back to the Prairies– moved to 
Manitoba for graduate studies -
lived in Winnipeg since 2014

• ECCC – started working for the 
Canadian Wildlife Service - 2019



GOALS
• Provide a high-level overview of the species that undergoing 

listing or recovery planning

• Help Indigenous communities and organizations identify:

– relevant Species at Risk that they would be interested in 
supporting the recovery of, and

– the types of activities they might want to include in a project

• Work together to increase Indigenous representation in federal 
recovery planning processes and conserve Species at Risk
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List of Species – EOI Form

https://www.canada.ca/en/environment-climate-
change/services/species-risk-public-registry.html



SARA Registry



Species COSEWIC Status SARA Status Change
Greater short-horned Lizard Special Concern Endangered ↓
Plains Hog-nosed snake Special Concern Not listed ↑
Aweme Borer Data Deficient Endangered ↓

Barn Swallow Special Concern Threatened ↓
Black Hills Mountainsnail Endangered Not listed ↑

Manitoba Oakworm Special Concern Not listed ↑

Monarch Endangered Special Concern ↑
Mottled Duskywing (Boreal population) Endangered Not listed ↑

Nine-spotted Lady Beetle Endangered Not listed ↑
Suckley's Cuckoo Bumble Bee Threatened Not listed ↑

Western Bumble Bee occidentalis subspecies Threatened Not listed ↑
Plains Bison Threatened Not listed ↑
Black Ash Threatened Not listed ↑
Limber Pine Endangered Not listed ↑

SPECIES THAT ARE BEING CONSIDERED FOR A 
CHANGE IN STATUS UNDER THE SARA PROCESS



Species COSEWIC Status SARA Status Change
Canada Warbler Special Concern Threatened ↓
Chestnut-collared Longspur Endangered Threatened ↑
Common Nighthawk Special Concern Threatened ↓
Ferruginous Hawk Special Concern Threatened ↓
Harris’s Sparrow Special Concern Not listed ↑
Hudsonian Godwit Threatened Not listed ↑
Lesser Yellowlegs Threatened Not listed ↑
Olive-sided Flycatcher Special Concern Threatened ↓
Peregrine Falcon anatum/tundrius Not at risk Special Concern ↓
Red Knot rufa subspecies (Northeastern South 

American wintering population)
Special Concern Not listed ↑

Red Knot rufa subspecies (Southeastern 

USA/Gulf of Mexico/Carribean wintering population)
Endangered Not listed ↑

Ross's Gull Endangered Threatened ↑
Short-eared Owl Threatened Special Concern ↑

BIRD SPECIES THAT ARE BEING CONSIDERED FOR A 
CHANGE IN STATUS UNDER THE SARA PROCESS



SPECIES WITH A RECOVERY DOCUMENT BEING 
DEVELOPED UNDER SARA

Species SARA Status Recovery Doc
Prairie Rattlesnake Special Concern Management Plan

Western Tiger Salamander (Prairie / Boreal population) Special Concern Management Plan

Eastern Tiger Salamander (Prairie population) Endangered Recovery Strategy

Dakota Skipper Endangered Amended Recovery Strategy

Poweshiek Skipperling Endangered Amended Recovery Strategy

Greenish-white Grasshopper Special Concern Management Plan

Gibson's Big Sand Tiger Beetle Threatened Recovery Strategy

Gypsy Cuckoo Bumble Bee Endangered Recovery Strategy

Wood Bison Threatened Amended Recovery Strategy

Woodland Caribou (Boreal population) Threatened Amended Recovery Strategy

Woodland Caribou (Southern Mountain population) Threatened Recovery Strategy

American Badger taxus subspecies Special Concern Management Plan

Grizzly Bear (Western population) Special Concern Management Plan

Polar Bear Special Concern Management Plan

Wolverine Special Concern Management Plan

Buffalo Grass Special Concern Management Plan

Golden-eye Lichen (Prairie / Boreal population) Special Concern Management Plan

Whitebark Pine Endangered Recovery Strategy



SPECIES WITH A RECOVERY DOCUMENT BEING 
DEVELOPED UNDER SARA (BIRDS)

Species SARA Status Recovery Doc
Black Swift Endangered Recovery Strategy

Bobolink Threatened Recovery Strategy

Chimney Swift Threatened Recovery Strategy

Lark Bunting Threatened Recovery Strategy

McCown’s (Thick-billed) Longspur Threatened Recovery Strategy

Red-headed Woodpecker Endangered Amended Recovery Strategy

Baird's Sparrow Special Concern Management Plan

Buff-breasted Sandpiper Special Concern Management Plan

Eastern Wood-pewee Special Concern Management Plan

Evening Grosbeak Special Concern Management Plan

Horned Grebe (Western population) Special Concern Management Plan

Red-necked Phalarope Special Concern Management Plan

Western Grebe Special Concern Management Plan

Piping Plover circumcinctus subspecies Endangered Recovery Strategy / Action Plan



SPECIES THAT ARE A FOCUS FOR PRAIRIE CWS 

Species SARA Status Reason for Focus

Grizzly Bear (Western Pop) Special Concern Management Plan in development

Black Ash Proposed Threatened Proposed for listing

Whitebark / Limber Pine Endangered / Proposed EN Draft Recovery Strategies

Monarch Proposed Endangered Identifing Critical Habitat

Bumble Bees Threatened / Endangered Guild declines

Grassland Obligates Various Multi-species



(SpecialConcern)

The Grizzly bear is a large and muscular bear. Adult 
females are 100-150 kg (220-330 lbs.) and adult 
males are 180-270 kg (397-595 lbs.). Its colour ranges 
from blonde through shades of brown to nearly black. 

The Grizzly Bear isfound in western and northern 
Alberta, the far north of Manitoba, and possibly 
the far north of Saskatchewan.

Habitat 
• Temperate coastal rain forests, alpine 

tundra, mountain slopes, upland boreal 
forest, and dry grasslands.

Threats
• Habitat loss caused by roads and 

residential developments
• Poaching

GRIZZLY BEAR

© Ross Vennesland

Map produced by P. McLoughlin. 
Shared with permission 



• Engagement is Ongoing

• Upcoming Indigenous Knowledge Workshops

• Purposes:

• To help build our relationships with, listen to, learn 
from, and collaborate with Indigenous peoples

• To deepen our understandings of Grizzly Bears in 
order to improve their wellbeing. 

• Support meaningful approaches to include Indigenous 
perspectives and knowledge about Grizzly Bears in 
Canada’s Management Plan

• Invitations sent early November

13

GRIZZLY BEAR UPDATE



BLACK ASH  
(ASSESSED AS THREATENED)– LISTING WORKSHOP IN 2022
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Black Ash is a broad-leaved hardwood tree. Leaves are opposite, compound, with 7-

11 leaflets. Mature trees have grey bark with vertical, narrow, scaly strips; Grow up 

to 15-20m tall, 30-50cm diameter. Live up to 200-300 years old.  Can reproduce by 

seed ~30 years old.  The wood from a Black Ash is flexible, making it a useful 

woodworking material (eg. basket weaving). 

In Canada- from Newfoundland to southeastern Manitoba. 
It extends farther north than any other species of Ash tree.

HABITAT

•Wetlands and moist upland forests

•Alkaline sites with intermediate light

THREATS

•Emerald Ash Borer (introduced wood-boring 
beetle)

•Introduced pathogens 

•Chalara Dieback (Asian fungal disease)

•Climate Change © 



(ENDANGERED)

© Randy Moody

LIMBER PINE

© C. Smith.

HABITAT

• Sunny areas at or 
close to treeline

• Western North America 
in SE British Columbia 
and SW Alberta

WHITEBARK PINE

Whitebark Pine is a 5-needled pine with egg-shaped cones that 
stay on the tree unless removed by animals. In Canada, it occurs 
in British Columbia and Alberta.

These are “keystone” species, the seeds providing important 
food for bears, small mammals and birds, and the trees 
sheltering other species. 

(Assessedas Endangered)

Limber Pine is a 5-needled pine typically 3-15 m tall, with a 
much-branched, rounded crown, and egg-shaped cones that 
fall to the ground. It can live for several hundred years and 
trees over 1000 years old are known. Cones are typically 
produced at about 50 years of age, although this may be 
delayed, and the largest cone crops are produced decades 
later.

THREATS

• White Pine Blister Rust 

• Mountain Pine Beetle

• Fire exclusion 

HABITAT

• Generally warm, dry 
sites on the lower 
portions of mountains 
and foothills (but can 
occur higher)



MONARCH  (SPECIALCONCERN –ASSESSED AS EN )

The Monarch is a migratory butterfly with four life stages. The adult 

monarch is an orange butterfly with a black outline and white spots, while the 

caterpillar is striped with white, yellow, and black bands. 

The Monarch migrates from southern Canada to Mexico, from coast to 

coast. In Canada, the Monarch can be found in every province and the 

Northwest Territories. 

HABITAT

•Where milkweeds grow

•Open fields, wetlands, prairies, forests

THREATS 

•Decline in milkweeds

•Habitat loss and degradation 

•Extreme weather events 
© Ryan M Bolton



BUMBLE BEES

Species SARA Status Recovery Doc

Gypsy Cuckoo Bumblebee Endangered Recovery Strategy

Suckley’s Cuckoo Bumble Bee Assessed as Threatened Recovery Strategy

Western Bumble Bee (occidentalis subspecies) Assessed as Threatened Recovery Strategy

Female Gypsy Cuckoo Bumblebee 
by Sheila Colla

Female Western Bumble Bee 
(occidentalis) by Sheila Colla



(Assessed  as  TH)

SUCKLEY’S CUCKOO 
BUMBLE BEE

HABITAT
Meadows, prairies, farmlands, 
urban areas, and mixed 
woodlands

WESTERN BUMBLE 

BEE OCCIDENTALISSUBSPECIES

medium sized (1 – 2 cm) bumble 
bee with a short head. The 
abdomen is colour variable, but all 
individuals have a transverse band 
of yellow hair on the thorax in 
front of the wing bases, and the 
tip of the abdomen is almost 
always white. Found in southern 
BC, AB and SK

(Assessed  as  TH)

medium sized bumble bee that 
is a social parasite of nest 
building bumble bees and does 
not collect pollen for their 
offspring. Found in every 
Canadian province and 
territory, excluding Nunavut

THREATS 

• Pesticides
• Habitat loss 
• Climate change
• Parasites and infections from 

introduced commercial bumble bees

• Decline of other host bumble bee 
species, especially Western Bumble 
Bee and Yellow-banded Bumble Bee 

HABITAT
meadows, prairies, farmlands, 
urban areas, and the boreal forest 

medium-size black and yellow 
bumble bee with a white tip at its 
end. The queen takes over the 
nests of other bumble bee species 
and controls those workers to raise 
its young. Has been recorded in 
every province and territory, 
excluding Nunavut. 

GYPSY CUCKOO 
BUMBLE BEE

(Endangered)

HABITAT

Meadows, mixed farmlands, urban 

areas, boreal forest and montane 

meadows

©CorySheffield © Rehanon Pampell© David Inouye

Their distribution is partially 
determined by the distribution 
of their host bumble bee species



Grassland Species



Grassland Herps

©Adam Martinson

PRAIRIE RATTLESNAKE  
(SPECIAL CONCERN) -MP

© Kristiina Ovaska

Plains Hog-nosed Snake 
(Assessed as SC)

Greater Short-horned Lizard 
(EN - Assessed as SC)

© Shelly Pruss

Western Tiger Salamander 
(Prairie / Boreal population) 

(Special Concern) - MP

© A. Whiting 



Grassland Birds of Prey

© Christian Artuso

SHORT-EARED OWL 
(SC –Assessed asTH) B19

FERRUGINOUS HAWK 
(TH –Assessed as SC) B19

© Nick Parayko



Grassland 
Shorebirds

PIPING PLOVER  
CIRCUMCINCTUS SUBSPECIES

(Endangered) –RS/AP

© Nick Saunders

Photo courtesy Ted Swem

BUFF-BREASTED 

SANDPIPER 
(Special Concern) -MP

© Bree Walpole 

Red-necked 
Phalarope 

(Special Concern) - MP

Photo: Christian Artuso

RED KNOT 
RUFASUBSPECIES 

(Assessed as EN and SC) -B19

Breeding

Migration



Grassland 
Songbirds

BAIRD’S SPARROW
(Special Concern) -MP

© Glenn Bartley

Lark Bunting 
(Threatened) - RS

© Marcel Gahbauer

MCCOWN’S

LONGSPUR  (Threatened)

© GordCourt

CHESTNUT-COLLARED 

LONGSPUR 
(TH -Assessed as EN)

© Nick Saunders

BOBOLINK 
(Threatened) -RS

©Doug Gimler



Grassland Insects

Greenish-white 
Grasshopper 

(Special Concern) - MP

© Chris Helzer

Nine-spotted Lady Beetle 
(Assessed as EN)

© John Acorn

BLACKHILLS MOUNTAIN 

SNAIL 
(Assessed as EN) -B19

Robert Forsyth -COSEWIC

Gibson's Big Sand 
Tiger Beetle 

(Threatened) - RS

© Kiara Calladine



Other Eligible Species



WOLVERINE  (SPECIAL CONCERN)

The Wolverine is a medium sized carnivore in the weasel family. It has 

dark, glossy, coarse fur with a light-coloured facial mask and stripe on the 

side of its body.

Wolverines are found in North America, Europe, and Asia. In Canada, 

Wolverines occur in northwestern areas in forested areas, alpine tundra, and 

arctic tundra. 

HABITAT

•Forest and tundra biomes 

•Areas with a year-round supply of food, 

including rodents and carcasses of large 

mammals 

THREATS

•Habitat loss

•Overharvest 
© Susanne Nillsson - wiki



AMERICAN BADGER TAXUS SUBSPECIES (SPECIAL CONCERN)

American Badger is a medium sized carnivore in the weasel family. Its 

broad front paws make it well-adapted to dig for shelter and prey. 

American Badger Taxus subspecies is found in Alberta, Saskatchewan, 

Manitoba, and northwestern Ontario. 

HABITAT

•Primarily grassland and shrubland

•Areas with sturdy soil and prey availability 

are favoured 

THREATS

•Road kill

•Habitat loss and degradation 

© Melissa Hafting



POLAR BEAR (SPECIAL CONCERN)

© V. Sahanatien

The Polar Bear has a long head, small ears, and white fur, which may appear 
yellow or off-white during the summer It is well adapted for thriving in cold 
temperatures, swimming, and  digging through and climbing on snow/ice. This 
species is the largest species in the bear family and the largest terrestrial carnivore 
in the world. 

This species can be found in ice-covered regions in Canada, including northern 
Manitoba around Hudson Bay.

HABITAT

•Season ice-covered waters in the northern 

hemisphere

THREATS

•Climate change

•Extent and composition of sea ice 

•Organic and inorganic contaminants 

•Human caused mortalities 



Grebes

HORNED GREBE 

(WESTERN POPULATION)  
(SPECIAL CONCERN)

© Jukka Jantunen

WESTERN GREBE  
(SPECIAL CONCERN)



Aerial Insectivores

CHIMNEY SWIFT  
(Threatened) -RS

© Serge Beaudette

Black Swift 
(Endangered) - RS

© Amar Athwal

Common Nighthawk 
(TH – Assessed as SC)

© Nick Saunders

BANK SWALLOW 
(Endangered) -RS

Barn Swallow 
(TH - Assessed as SC) B19

© Gordon Court



Tall grass / Parkland Species



Tall grass / 
Parkland Species

Eastern Tiger Salamander, 
Prairie population 
(Endangered) - RS

© Doug Collicutt

Red-headed Woodpecker 

(Endangered) – Amended RS 

© R. Bazin

Eastern Wood-pewee 

(Special Concern) - MP

© Carl Savignac



Eastern Prairie Leps

Manitoba Oakworm Moth 
(Assessed as SC)

© Don Henne

Aweme Borer 
(EN – Assessed as Data Deficient) 

B19

© Jocelyn Gill

Mottled Duskywing 
(Boreal population) 

(Assessed as EN)

© J. Linton 

Dakota Skipper 
(Endangered) - Amended RS

© R Dana

Poweshiek Skipperling
(Endangered) - Amended RS

© Paulson Des Brisay



Boreal Species



Boreal Species

Golden-eye Lichen 
(Prairie/Boreal Population) 

(Special Concern)

© Samuel R. Brinker 

LESSER YELLOWLEGS 
(Assessed as Threatened) B19

© Cameron Eckert

Evening Grosbeak 
(Special Concern)

© Cephas

Olive-sided Flycatcher 
(TH – Assessed as SC)

© Dan Busby

Canada Warbler 
(TH -Assessed as SC) B19

© Henry Skrzypkowski



Tundra Species

Harris’s Sparrow 
(Assessed as SC)

© Ron Ridout 

Ross’s Gull 
(TH – Assessed as EN) B19

© M. Mallory

Hudsonian Godwit 
(Assessed as TH)

© Andy Johnson

Peregrine Falcon 

anatum/tundrius

(SC – Assessed as Not at Risk)

© Gord Court



ECCC PRIORITY SPECIES UPDATES

Species SARA Status Recovery Document

Southern Mountain Caribou Threatened Amending Recovery Strategy

Boreal Caribou Threatened Ongoing Work

Wood Bison Threatened Ongoing Work
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SOUTHERN MOUNTAIN CARIBOU (Threatened)

Southern Mountain Caribou are a medium sized member of the deer 

family. They have large shovel-shaped hooves that allow them to dig for 

lichen and act as snowshoes in deep snow. They have a distinct 

pattern of habitat use, migrating between high and low elevations 

to access food and to separate themselves from predators, insects, 

and disturbances.
© John A. Nagy

Habitat
• Mature and old-growth forests within seasonal high elevation ranges 

and low elevation migratory habitat.
• Southern Mountain Caribou need large areas of connected, 

undisturbed habitat

Main threats:
• Increased predation, linked to human-caused land use changes



SOUTHERN MOUNTAIN CARIBOU RANGE



SOUTHERN MOUNTAIN CARIBOU UPDATE
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• Ongoing engagement with Indigenous communities 
and groups to support CWS’ recovery planning 
objectives

• Amend the 2014 Recovery Strategy

• Improve representation of Indigenous 
knowledge, perspectives and language

• Complete critical habitat identification

• Upcoming steps:
• Verify Indigenous languages related to caribou, for use within a 

Recovery Strategy amendment

• Workshops about other aspects of the Recovery Strategy are being 
planned for Winter 2022



Woodland Caribou, Boreal population (Threatened)

© Tom Perry

Woodland Caribou, Boreal population have a dark brown coat with creamy white neck and 
shoulder. Antlers of boreal caribou are thicker and broader compared to Barren-ground Caribou and 
their legs and heads are longer. They occur year-round within the boreal forest. To avoid 
predators, they disperse into small groups, spreading out across large, continuous areas.

Boreal caribou are widely distributed in 9 provinces and territories, including the three prairie 
provinces. There is a wide range of ecological conditions across their distribution.

Habitat
•Mature jack pine, spruce, and tamarack forests and 

open coniferous habitat with abundant lichens

•Habitat connectivity is important for seasonal 
movement and their ability to respond to 
disturbances

Main threats:

•Habitat alteration from human land-use activities

•Increased predation from altered predator-prey 
relationships
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WOOD BISON

(Threatened)

The wood bison (or buffalo) is the largest land animal in Canada. 

Wood bison live in boreal and aspen forests and forage in open 

meadows and willow savannas. 

© Richard WiacekThreats

• Cattle diseases (bovine brucellosis and tuberculosis)

• Hybridization with plains bison and loss of genetic diversity

• Other threats are herd-specific and include factors such as: habitat loss from industrial 

development, hunting and collecting, dams and water management, anthrax

Recovery Updates
• Recovery Strategy completed in 2018; identified broad strategies for recovery

• Priority Species under the Pan Canadian Approach to Species at Risk Conservation

• Currently facing imminent threats to recovery (Wabasca and Ronald Lake herds)*

*Please contact CIER for more information on projects related to Wabasca or Ronald Lake herds 

before submitting proposals



Paulson Des Brisay

Paulson.DesBrisay@ec.gc.ca

431-335-7598

Species at Risk Recovery Unit

SARA.PNR@ec.gc.ca

mailto:Paulson.DesBrisay@ec.gc.ca
mailto:SARA.PNR@ec.gc.ca


Supporting Information:
Species Profiles



BUFFALO GRASS (SPECIAL CONCERN)
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Buffalo Grass is a low growing, curly leaved grass with small flower clusters. 

Buffalo Grass is found all over North America. Only 1% of the global population 

is found in Canada, in southern Saskatchewan and Manitoba.

HABITAT

•Remnant patches of shortgrass prairie on dry, 

valley bottoms and lower slopes

•Areas with little competition from other grasses 

THREATS

•Coal strip mining 

•Invasive alien species

•Altered land use

© B Keating



PRAIRIE RATTLESNAKE  (SPECIAL CONCERN)

The Prairie Rattlesnake is a heavy bodied pit viper with a segmented 

rattle at the end of its tail. It is tan in colour with dark bands on its back. 

The Prairie Rattlesnake is one of only three existing rattlesnake species 

in Canada and can be found between southeastern Alberta and 

southwestern Saskatchewan. 

HABITAT

•River and coulee bottoms, upland 

grasslands, or badlands 

THREATS

•Roads and railroads

•Oil and gas drilling

•Habitat loss and fragmentation
©Adam Martinson



PLAINS HOG-NOSED SNAKE (ASSESSED AS SC)

© Kristiina Ovaska

Plains Hog-nosed Snake is one of two hog-nosed snake species in Canada and 
ranges from 45 cm to 75 cm in length. It has a distinct upturned scale at the tip of 
its snout, giving it the hog-nosed appearance. It displays interesting defensive 
behaviours and is mildly venomous, although it poses almost no risk to humans.

In Canada, this species occurs only in southern portions of Alberta, Saskatchewan, 
and Manitoba.

HABITAT

•Grasslands with sandy soils

THREATS

•Habitat degradation 

•Road mortality 

•Human disturbance 

•Effects from agriculture 



GREATER SHORT-HORNED LIZARD
(ENDANGERED – ASSESSED AS SC)

© Shelly Pruss

Greater Short-horned Lizard is a small (generally less than 100 mm) species 
of lizard with great camouflage abilities and most easily identified by the row of 
spikes protruding from the back rim of the head. They are a widespread species 
and the only species of lizard found in Alberta and Saskatchewan. 

In Saskatchewan, they have only been found within Grasslands National Park but in 
Alberta they are more widespread through the southeastern corner of the province.

HABITAT

•Prefer sparsely vegetated, south 

facing slopes with crumbly soil and 

low levels of human presence

THREATS

•Climate change

•Industrial and urban development

•Intensive agricultural 



WESTERN TIGER SALAMANDER (PRAIRIE / BOREAL POPULATION)
(SPECIAL CONCERN)

© A. Whiting 

The Western Tiger Salamander, Prairie/Boreal population is one of the 
largest salamanders in North America. It has a dark body with a yellow or off-white 
spotted pattern on its back.

This population is distributed in Canada across the Prairie ecozone spanning from 
Alberta, east to the Red River in Manitoba.

HABITAT

•Grasslands, parkland, subalpine meadows, 

and semi-deserts

•Sandy soils surrounding bodies of water with 

no predatory fish

THREATS

•Habitat loss, fragmentation, and degradation 

•Road mortality

•Fish stocking 

•Infectious diseases (eg. Ambystoma tigrinum virus)



SHORT-EARED OWL (SC –UPLISTINGTO THREATENED) B19
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The Short-eared Owl is a medium sized owl with a brown back and cream-

coloured chest with brown streaks. It has small tufts of feathers on the sides of the 

head that look like ears. The flight pattern is unique and includes deep wingbeats 

and occasional hovering. 

Short-eared Owls are found across Canada, and are widespread in the 

Prairie regions and along the Arctic coast. 

HABITAT

•Open habitats with an abundance of food 

•Nesting sites include dense grasslands and tundra with 

areas of small willows 

THREATS

•Loss and alteration of habitat (shrub invasion)

•Greater nest predation as a result of habitat 
fragmentation

•Decreased abundance of prey

© Christian Artuso



FERRUGINOUS HAWK (DOWNLISTING TH-SC) B19
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Ferruginous Hawk is a large raptor. The most common coloring is brown upper 

parts, white underparts, and a light coloured tail. Rufus colored feathered legs.

The Ferruginous Hawk mainly breeds in southern Alberta, Saskatchewan, 

and Manitoba and can also be found in Southern British Columbia.

HABITAT

•East of the Rocky Mountains, the Ferruginous Hawk is dependent on grasslands

•West of the Rocky Mountains, Ferruginous Hawks are found in grassland and 

shrub-steppe areas

THREATS

•Human disturbance

•Decreased prey abundance 

•Habitat loss 

© Nick Parayko



PIPING PLOVER CIRCUMCINCTUS SUBSPECIES (ENDANGERED)

The Piping Plover is a small, light-coloured shorebird with distinctive black 

markings and bright orange legs to match its bill. 

The Piping Plover is found in Canada in central Alberta, southern 

Saskatchewan, and southern Manitoba.

HABITAT

•Nesting occurs on the shores of exposed 

sandy or gravelly prairie beaches. 

THREATS

•Habitat loss

•Disturbance of nesting sites

© Nick Saunders



BUFF-BREASTED SANDPIPER (SPECIAL CONCERN)
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The Buff-breasted Sandpiper is a buff-coloured, medium-sized shorebird 

with dark speckling on its wings and back.

Buff-breasted Sandpipers breed in the arctic regions of Russia, Alaska 

and the Canadian territories. They migrate through central Canada and 

the United States to winter in South America. 

HABITAT

•Breeds in tundra habitats 

•During migration and winter, they make use of 

grassland habitats 

THREATS

•Habitat loss and fragmentation of specialized 
grassland habitat on wintering grounds & migration 
route

•Droughts © 

Photo courtesy Ted Swem



RED-NECKED PHALAROPE (SPECIAL CONCERN)

© Bree Walpole 

Red-necked Phalarope is a small, blue-grey and white shorebird with dark 
upperparts, and an orange neck during the breeding season. The female looks 
similar, although it is more brightly coloured than the male. 

The distribution of this species is not completely understood. In Canada, this species 
breeds or migrates through every province and territory.

HABITAT

•Breeds in low and sub-Arctic wetlands near 
freshwater

•Bodies of water where prey is forced to the 
surface

THREATS

•Climate change 

•Habitat alteration 

•Build up of contaminants in the Arctic environment 

•Decline in food availability 
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Photo: Christian Artuso

RED KNOT RUFA SUBSPECIES (ASSESSED AS ENAND SC) B19

The Red Knot  is a medium sized shorebird with rufus chesnut-red plumage, a long 

bill, small head and longish dark-colored legs. It is a flagship for shorebird conservation 

as it is exposed to threats throughout the year as it undertakes round-trip migrations of 

up to 30,000 Kms each year.  Rufa subspecies breeds in Arctic Canada, but assessed 

as 3 separate populations as they overwinter in distinctly different areas where 

they are subject to different local threats

HABITAT

• nest in central arctic on barren windswept ridges, slopes and plateaus.

• Migration & wintering –use coastal sand flats (also salt marshes, lagoons) where 

they forage for bivalves and other invertebrates

THREATS

• migration- competition for food resources  

•disturbance & predation from falcons

•Severe weather events during migration

• wintering areas-Disturbance from recreational vehicles 

•Coastal habitat degradation



BAIRD’S SPARROW (SPECIAL CONCERN)
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The Baird’s Sparrow is a small grassland songbird with brown streaking 

across its back and breast. It can be distinguished by its musical song and 

yellow markings on its face. 

Baird’s sparrows breed in southern Alberta, Saskatchewan, and 

Manitoba, wintering in the southern US and Mexico. 

HABITAT

•Breeds in large patches of mixed grass prairie

THREATS

•Habitat loss and fragmentation on breeding 
and wintering grounds

•Oil and gas development 

© Glenn Bartley



LARK BUNTING (THREATENED)

© Marcel Gahbauer

The Lark Bunting is a sparrow with a short tail and large bill. The male is black 
and white during the breeding season and the female is a grey-brown colour with 
streaking on its back.

Lark buntings breed across the southern Canadian prairies from southeastern 
Alberta to southwestern Manitoba. 

HABITAT

•A variety of grassland habitats 

•Nest primarily in areas with mixed grass, 

shrubby vegetation, and bare ground

THREATS

•Habitat loss, degradation, and fragmentation

•Pesticide use

•Climate change



MCCOWN’S LONGSPUR  (THREATENED)

McCown’s Longspur is a small, grey songbird with a white head and bib patch. 
It is only found in the northern prairies, breeding in southern Alberta and 
Saskatchewan and wintering further south.

© GordCourt

THREATS

•Habitat loss, degradation, and 

fragmentation on breeding and wintering 

grounds

HABITAT

•Breeds in short grass areas with bare patches 
and few shrubs



Chestnut Collared Longspur is a small songbird with a distinctive chestnut 

nape. 

Chestnut Collared Longspurs breed in the prairie regions of Canada. 

HABITAT

•Short or mixed grass prairie

CHESTNUT COLLARED LONGSPUR 
(THREATENED–ASSESSED ASEN)

THREATS 

•Loss and fragmentation of prairie 

grassland on breeding and wintering 
grounds

© Nick Saunders



BOBOLINK (THREATENED)
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The Bobolink is a small songbird with a cone-shaped bill and pointed tail 

feathers. Males are black below with some white on the back and yellow on 

the nape. Females are beige and streaked with brown. 

The breeding range for the Bobolink includes the southern region of all 

Canadian provinces from British Columbia to the Maritimes and it 

winters in South America. 

HABITAT

•The Bobolink is mostly found in hayfields, pastures, 

wet prairie, and tall-grass prairie 

THREATS

•Habitat loss and fragmentation

•Pesticide use 

•Incidental mortality from agricultural operations 
©Doug Gimler



GREENISH-WHITE GRASSHOPPER (SPECIAL CONCERN)

© Chris Helzer

The Greenish-white Grasshopper is a small, flightless, grasshopper in the 
short-horned grasshopper family. It is a light green coloured insect with small green 
spots and pale stripes. 

The Greenish-white Grasshopper is distributed along the southern Canadian Prairies 
from southeastern Alberta to southwestern Manitoba, where White Sagebrush 
occurs (the principal food plant).

HABITAT

•Mixed grass or dry mixed grass prairies 

•Pastures and grassland where White Sagebrush 

occurs

THREATS

•Conversion to tame pasture with Crested Wheatgrass

•Warmer and moister conditions 

•Pesticide use 

•Habitat loss and degradation 



NINE-SPOTTED LADY BEETLE (ASSESSED AS EN)

© John Acorn

The Nine-spotted Lady Beetle is a small beetle with red to orange wing 
covers, a black line down its back, and a black head with white markings. This 
beetle can be identified by the nine black spots on its back, although this number 
can vary.

This beetle is native to North America and can be found throughout most of 
southern Canada, including in AB, SK, and MB. 

HABITAT

•Habitat generalists

•Agricultural areas, suburban gardens, parks, 

coniferous forests, deciduous forests, prairie 

grasslands, meadows, and riparian areas

THREATS

•Negative interactions with non native species 

(Seven-spotted Lady Beetle and the Multi-coloured 

Asian Lady Beetle)

•Pesticide use on their main prey species, aphids

•Habitat loss



BLACKHILLS MOUNTAIN SNAIL (ASSESSED AS ENDANGERED) B19

63

The Blackhills Mountain snail - A small land snail (shell width about 1 cm) 

that has been isolated in the Cypress Hills of Alberta and Saskatchewan. It 

has lived there since glaciers covered much of North America. It is one of 

only four populations in the world that survived on rare hills or “sky Islands” 

above the ice. 

HABITAT

• Small distribution patches on ridges, hilltops, cliffs, and slopes at or near the 

sand, silt, cobbles, and conglomerates of the Cypress Hills Formation.

•absent from the gently sloping southern exposure of the Cypress Hills and 

seldom occurs in the valley bottoms

THREATS

•susceptible to catastrophic wildfire, exacerbated by fire 

suppression and drought associated with climate change.

•Predation by introduced ground-foraging Wild Turkey

•Parasites

Robert Forsyth -COSEWIC



GIBSON'S BIG SAND TIGER BEETLE (THREATENED)

© Kiara Calladine

Gibson's Big Sand Tiger Beetle is one of the largest tiger beetles in North 
America, known for their hunting abilities and speed. They have long legs, 
narrow antennae, and large mandibles. They are a blue-green colour
underneath their front wings.

This species can be found near sand dunes in southwestern Saskatchewan, 
Alberta, and the areas surrounding the dunes.

HABITAT

•Sparsely vegetated, dry areas with 

sand hills and larger sand dunes

THREATS

•Loss of habitat due to the stabilization of 

Canada’s sand dunes from vegetation



EASTERN TIGER SALAMANDER, PRAIRIE POPULATION (ENDANGERED)

© Doug Collicutt

Eastern Tiger Salamander, Prairie population is an olive to dark grey mole 
salamander with olive to yellow spots across its entire body. It has a round head 
and relatively small eyes.

In Canada, the Prairie population of Eastern Tiger Salamander is only found in 
southeastern Manitoba.

HABITAT

•Areas where sandy or crumbly soil 

surround fishless water bodies for 

breeding

THREATS

•Loss and degradation of aquatic and terrestrial 

habitats and migration routes between the two

•Introduced fishes

•Increased droughts 



RED-HEADED WOODPECKER (ENDANGERED)

© R. Bazin

The Red-headed Woodpecker is approximately 20cm long and has a distinct 
bright red head and neck, black upper parts, and white underparts. 

The Red-headed Woodpecker exists only in North American and can be found in the 
Canadian prairies in southern Saskatchewan and Manitoba.

HABITAT

•A variety of habitat types, including oak and 

beech forests, grasslands, orchards, pastures, 

riparian forests, and urban parks

THREATS

•Loss of nesting and roosting sites when large dead 

trees are removed 

•Decline in beech trees and beechnuts, an important 

food source 



EASTERN WOOD-PEWEE (SPECIAL CONCERN)

© Carl Savignac

Eastern Wood-pewee is a small forest bird with grey-olive upperparts and light-
coloured underparts. It can usually be seen perched in an upright position and can 
be identified by its clearly whistled “pee-ah-wee” song.

This species breeds in southeastern Saskatchewan and southern Manitoba, 
extending south and east throughout North America.

HABITAT

•Mid-canopy layer of forest clearings and edges of 

deciduous and mixed forests

THREATS

•Habitat loss and degradation on breeding and 

wintering grounds

•Decline in insect prey availability 

•Nest predation 



MANITOBA OAKWORM MOTH (ASSESSED AS SC)

© Don Henne

Manitoba Oakworm Moth is a medium sized (forewing length 19-30 mm), 
brownish-orange silk worm moth. This species has four life stages, growing through 
complete metamorphosis. 

In Canada, the Manitoba Oakworm Moth exists only in Manitoba. The majority of 
the global range for this species is in southern Manitoba and has been found as far 
north as Riding Mountain National Park. 

HABITAT

•Only exists where its larval food plant, 

Bur Oak, is found 

•Oak savannas and woodlands along river 

valleys and the Manitoba Escarpment

THREATS

•Non-target insecticide use

•Habitat loss and degradation 

•Decline in abundance and health of Bur Oak 



AWEME BORER (ENDANGERED – ASSESSED AS DATA DEFICIENT)

© Jocelyn Gill

Aweme Borer is a medium sized yellow-pink moth with brown markings on its 
wings. It was described from two specimens collected in 1905 at Aweme, Manitoba, 
in or near present-day Spruce Woods Provincial Park.

The genus it belongs to, Papaipema, is only found in North America. Within the 
Prairies, Aweme Borer is found in Manitoba.

HABITAT

•Sand dune habitats 

•Exact locations and habitats are 

mostly unknown

THREATS

•Loss of habitat and host plant

•Fire 

•Predation of pupae



MOTTLED DUSKYWING (BOREAL POPULATION)
(ASSESSED AS ENDANGERED)

© J. Linton 

Mottled Duskywing, Boreal population is a medium-sized, dark-grey skipper 
with a purple hue. Dark spots on its wings create a distinct mottled appearance. 

This population of Mottled Duskywing exists in Canada only in southeastern 
Manitoba. 

HABITAT

•Host plants - New Jersey Tea and Prairie Redroot

•oak woodland, pine woodland, roadsides, 

riverbanks, shady hillsides and tall grass prairies

THREATS

Habitat loss and fragmentation from urban 
development, natural succession, inappropriate 
fire management, Btk spray, natural flooding and 
the planting of Jack Pines



DAKOTA SKIPPER (ENDANGERED)

© R Dana

Dakota Skipper is a small (21-33 mm) butterfly varying in colour from orange-brown in 
males to grayish-beige in females. Females also have orange and pale coloured spots on the 
forewing. This species is a habitat specialist butterfly and the loss of this skipper would 
represent a significant loss from the endangered prairie ecosystem. 

They range through Manitoba and Saskatchewan, with the three population centers being in 
the Interlake region surrounding Lundar, MB, southwestern Manitoba, and southeastern 
Saskatchewan. 

HABITAT

•Native tall grass prairie (MB)

•Upland dry mixed prairie (SK)

THREATS

•Increased frequency and severity of flooding in 

low-relief habitat

•Loss and modification of habitat

•Pest control



POWESHIEK SKIPPERLING (ENDANGERED)

© Paulson Des Brisay

Poweshiek Skipperling is a small brown butterfly with dark brown wings that 
have white veins, and orange along the wing margin and base. The caterpillar is 
light green with a dark green stripe on the top bordered by white stripes on either 
side.

Within Canada, the Poweshiek Skipperling is only found in southcentral Manitoba.

HABITAT

•Native tall-grass prairie

•Both wet and dry habitats

THREATS

•Conversion of tall grass prairie into agriculture 

•Elimination of adult nectar sources and larval food 

plants



GOLDEN-EYE LICHEN (PRAIRIE/BOREAL POPULATION)
(SPECIAL CONCERN)

© Samuel R. Brinker 

Golden-eye Lichen, Prairie/Boreal population is a bright orange tree-
inhabiting macrolichen. 

This species can be found in localized areas of south-central Manitoba and recently 
in eastern Saskatchewan. 

HABITAT

•Well-lit, humid environments in temperate 

climates

•On the branches and twigs of several host tree 

species (White Spruce, Trembling Aspen, Jack 

Pine, Balsam Fir and Bur Oak)

THREATS

•Fire and fire suppression 

•Climate change

•Recreational activities  

•Livestock grazing 



LESSER YELLOWLEGS (ASSESSED AS THREATENED) B19
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The Lesser Yellowlegs is a medium sized shorebird with bright yellow legs. It has 

grey upperparts with white speckling and white underparts. 

The Lesser Yellowlegs is found in all Canadian provinces and territories and migrates 

through the United States to South America.

HABITAT

•Breeds in open boreal forests 

•Wetlands 

THREATS

•Loss of wetlands

•Risk of drought

•Coastal flooding 

© 

© Cameron Eckert



EVENING GROSBEAK (SPECIAL CONCERN)

© Cephas

The Evening Grosbeak is a is  a stocky, boldly coloured  songbird with a large 
green-yellow bill, black tail,  and black wings with a  white patch. Adult males  have 
a yellow body and a dark brown head with  a bright yellow eyebrow.  Adult females  
and  juveniles are grey-brown with yellow on the back of the neck and sides.

It is distributed across all Canadian provinces and territories, excluding Nunavut.

HABITAT

•Open, mature mixed wood forests, with lots of 
fir trees and/or White Spruce and Boreal 
Forests

•Gardens with bird feeders

THREATS

•Loss of Spruce Budworm

•Death caused by striking windows 

•Habitat loss



OLIVE-SIDED FLYCATCHER (TH – ASSESSED AS SC)

© Dan Busby

The Olive-sided Flycatcher is a brownish-olive coloured song bird with a white 
throat and breast. It has a very distinct song, which is a loud three-note whistle.

This species has been found in every province and territory and breeds throughout 
most forested areas in Canada.

HABITAT

•Prefers open areas with tall trees for perching 

including: forest clearings or edges, logged 

areas, or burned forests

THREATS

•Habitat loss and alteration on breeding and 

wintering grounds

•Declining insect populations



CANADA WARBLER (TH – ASSESSED AS SC)

© Henry Skrzypkowski, Frontier Digital Arts

Canada Warbler is a small songbird (12 to 15 cm in length). They have a grey 
tail and upper part and a yellow neck and breast. They have a characteristic collar 
of black stripes and a yellow ring around their eyes. Males and females look similar, 
with the female often being less brightly coloured than the male. 

Approximately 85% of the Canada Warbler population exists in Canada, breeding in 
every province and territory except for Nunavut and Newfoundland and Labrador.

HABITAT

•Found in a variety of forest types including 

mixed deciduous-coniferous forests, riparian 

shrub forests, and old-growth forests

THREATS

•Habitat loss and degradation

•Clearing of forests and urban development

•The decrease in spruce budworm outbreaks in 

eastern forests



HORNED GREBE (WESTERN POPULATION)  (SPECIAL CONCERN)

Horned Grebe is a small water bird with distinctive bright tufts of feathers 

behind its eye. 

This species relies on water for all of its life stages and breeds in almost every 

Canadian province and territory excluding the Maritimes. 

HABITAT

•Generally found in prairies and parkland, 

breeding in freshwater, ponds, or marshes 

•Can also occur in more boreal and subarctic 

regions

THREATS 

•Loss and degradation of wetlands

•Increased predation

•Oil spills  © Jukka Jantunen



WESTERN GREBE (SPECIAL CONCERN)
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Western Grebe is one of the largest grebe species and is adapted for an aquatic 

lifestyle.  Western Grebe has a slender profile with its long neck and long, sharply 

pointed bill which, combined with the spearing mechanism of the neck, is ideal for the 

pursuit and capture of fish.  It breeds in colonies and also congregates on the wintering 

grounds, making the overall population vulnerable to threats. 

Breeds in AB, SK and MB with a small population in south central BC. 

HABITAT

•freshwater lakes with stable water levels, extensive open water bordered by 

emergent vegetation and containing prey fish. 

THREATS 

•disturbance from boating activities

•changes in water levels 

•Pesticides & contaminants

•wintering grounds- oil spills, fisheries bycatch and harmful algal blooms.



CHIMNEY SWIFT  (THREATENED)
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Chimney Swifts are small, dark brown birds with cigar-shaped bodies and long 

pointed wings. It is an aerial insectivore; meaning that it feeds on insects that it 

catches while in flight

Approximately ¼ of all Chimney Swift breeding range is in southeastern 

Canada, from Saskatchewan to the Maritimes. 

HABITAT

•Spend most of their time in flight, often near bodies of water

•Mainly found in urban and rural areas, nesting in chimneys 

•They also nest in hollow trees and caves

THREATS

•The continued decline in insect prey populations due to
insecticide use, urban development and other factors;

•Decreasing number of nesting sites

•Decline in the number of suitable chimneys
© 

© Serge Beaudette



BLACK SWIFT (ENDANGERED)

© Amar Athwal

Black Swift is the largest swift in North America. It is almost entirely black with 
long pointed wings and a notched tail. They feed exclusively on flying insects and 
breed exclusively in areas with flowing water, making them a sensitive indicator for 
climate change.

Over 80% of the population of Black Swift is found in Canada, in British Columbia 
and southwestern Alberta. 

HABITAT

• Forage at high altitudes over open fields and 

forests in mountainous and lowland areas

• They nest near waterfalls, in caves, or on cliffs

THREATS

•Airborne pollutants that reduce aerial insect 

food availability and/or potentially cause 

reproductive failure in swifts

•climate change that could reduce stream 

flow at nest sites



COMMON NIGHTHAWK (TH - ASSESSED AS SC)

© Nick Saunders

The Common Nighthawk is a medium sized, black and brown coloured bird 
with light specks. It has a larger, flattened head, a small bill, a notched tail, and 
long pointed wings with a wide white stripe that can be seen when in flight. 

This species occurs all over Canada, with the exception of Nunavut. In the prairies, 
it breeds throughout Alberta and Saskatchewan and south of the tree line in 
Manitoba.

HABITAT

•Nests in a wide range of open, vegetation-

free habitats including dunes, beaches, 

grasslands, harvested forests, rocky 

barrens, marshes, and river banks

THREATS

•Decline of the insect species it preys on

•Habitat loss and modification

•Predator increases



BARN SWALLOW (TH - ASSESSED AS SC) B19

© Gordon Court

The Barn Swallow is a medium sized songbird with a distinctive deeply forked 
tail, blue upperparts, light underparts, and a chestnut coloured throat and forehead.

The barn swallow breeds all across North America, including all Canadian provinces 
and territories. It is closely associated with human rural settlements 

HABITAT

•Forage in open habitats 

•Nest in caves, holes, crevices, and in/on 

artificial structures including barns, garages, 

houses, bridges

THREATS

•Loss of habitat (nesting structures)

•Declines in insect populations 



BANK SWALLOW is the smallest swallow in Canada. Its upperparts are a dark brown 
that extends to the top of the head. It can be distinguished from other swallows by a 
large brown band across the upper part of the chest. The rest of the body, including 
the chin and throat, are white. 

In Canada its breeding range includes all provinces and territories except Nunavut. It also 
has an extensive distribution on its wintering grounds in Central and South America.

HABITAT nest in colonies found in vertical or near-vertical banks composed of exposed and 
unconsolidated silt or sand deposits generally located along river bluffs, lakeshores or coastlines, but 
can also opportunistically establish nesting colonies in human-made habitats. They forage over open 
country and aquatic habitats that support insect populations, and usually roost in wetlands of cattail, 
Phragmitesor other tall vegetation.

© 

BANK SWALLOW (ENDANGERED)

THREATS 

•Broad-scale ecosystem modifications in the breeding, migration, and 
wintering areas of the species resulting in lower abundance and 
availability of aerial insect prey

•Loss of natural nesting sites from erosion control measures or 
changes in hydrological regimes

•Reduction in prey availability as a result of climate change and 
widespread pesticide use
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HARRIS’S SPARROW (ASSESSED AS SC)

© Ron Ridout

Harris’s Sparrow is a large sparrow that breeds only in Canada. It has a 
distinctive black face and throat and an orange to pink bill. 

Harris’s sparrow is only found in North America. It breeds along the tree-line in 
northern Canada, including Saskatchewan and Manitoba.

HABITAT

•Upland and tundra habitats with scattered 

lakes

•Breed in areas with coniferous trees

THREATS

•Habitat loss

•Pesticide use throughout the wintering grounds

•Climate change



ROSS’S GULL (TH – ASSESSED AS EN)

© M. Mallory

Ross’s Gull is a small gull (29 to 32 cm in length) with a wedge-shaped tail, red 
feet, a black beak, and a thin black collar around its neck. There is a small 
population in Canada, with the highest total known breeding population being 10 
pairs in any given year.

There are 4 known nesting sites in Canada, 3 in Nunavut and 1 near Churchill, 
Manitoba. 

HABITAT

•A variety of Arctic habitats 

•Always near water

THREATS

•Climate change 

•Human disturbance at nesting sites

•Oil drilling in the Beaufort and Chukchi seas



HUDSONIAN GODWIT (ASSESSED AS TH)

© Andy Johnson

The Hudsonian Godwit is a large, long-legged shorebird with an upturned bill. 
They are a grey-brown colour and males have a red coloured chest during the 
breeding season. 

It occurs in all thirteen provinces and territories during migration or breeding season 
- one of the main known breeding areas for this species is along the Hudson bay 
lowlands in Manitoba. 

HABITAT

•Breeds in wetland habitats

•Sub-Arctic and Boreal regions

THREATS

•Climate change 

•Habitat loss and degradation

•Severe weather

•Pollution in agricultural systems 



PEREGRINE FALCON ANATUM/TUNDRIUS
(SC – ASSESSED AS NOT AT RISK)

© Gord Court

Peregrine Falcon anatum/tundrius is a bird of prey with darker upper parts,  
paler underparts with brown spots, and a black facial stripe under each eye. It has 
long pointed wings that are white on the underside with black streaks. 

This species exists on every continent, excluding Antarctica and can be found in 
every Canadian province and territory except PEI.

HABITAT

•A variety of habitat types including Arctic tundra, 

coastal areas, prairies, and urban areas

•Nests on building and cliff ledges or crevices

THREATS

•Pesticide exposure, especially, historically DDT

•Reduced number of prey 

•Disturbance caused by humans at nesting sites 


